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| From the Marquis to Madame du Montier. 
I UNDERSTAN D, from the Mar- 
chioneſs, that ſhe has imparted to 
you a vague converſation I held the 
other day reſpecting my ſon, which ſhe 
ought, methinks, to have concealed, as” 
it will draw upon you the importunity, 
or rather fatigue, of another letter from 
me, though upon condition you do not 
anſwer it, for I know you are over-/ 


- whelmed with letters, and that beſides 
Vor. III. "Wt N - our 


TO 
Hur corre ſpondence; you maintain one 
with all your other children: this may 
conſiderably impair a health too pre- 
cious for us not to endeavour to pre- 
ſerve by every means in our power: 
and our moſt ſkilful phyſicians here 
aſſert, that too great an exertion of 
mind will irritate. your malady, and 
render abortive every remedy you uſe, 
or rather ought to ufe, for. upon my 
word, I have no reliance upon you in 
this reſpect, and when I call to mind, 
that in the dreadful agonies ydu ſuffered 
with your teeth, you laughed at our 
fears, telling us it was only pain with- 
out danger; when, I ſay, I call this to 
mind, I am perſuaded you treat your 
rheumatiſm very cavalierly, under Pre- 
tence of its being nothing but pain; 
but I ſhall diſmiſs this ſubject, on which 
I know you to be incorrigible, to aſſure 
you I am not ſo, and that you have 
conquered all my prejudices reſpecting 
education, It was merely from habit, 
| : L inad- 


1 


1 indventently. expreſſed à wifh * ; 


maſters for tay ſon: in great towns we 
find maſters for every ſcience; except 
| morality ; but no one will undertake to 
inſtruct youth in the regulation of theit 
paſſions, as it would be but an un- 
thankful office. I am ſenſible. that 
what my child would never learn in 
colleges, he will attain with you. 1 

reſign him, therefore, to your ſole care, 
for as long a time as you ſhall think 
expedient, and I fhall be perfectiy 
ſatisfied to behold his heart and under- 
ſtanding formed by you. Would to 
God every other advantage had been 
ſacrificed to that in my education, you 
would then have been ſpared a thou- 
ſand pangs, and I as many more; for 
my whole life I have heen a martyr to 
my paſſions. With: regard to this laſt 
attack it was abſolutely a piece of 
treachery ; I thought I had ſo far vans 
quiſhed them as to be incapable of 
fern weakneſs. They ſeem to regard 
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the Count as their own, an, for 
they reſpeQted our beloved. ſolitude. 2 
am equally deſirous, with your lovelß 
daughter, to be all reunited there, but 
I know, not whether our own wiſhes 
on this head ought to have any weight; 
we have duties here to fulfil, and cer- 
tainly, the commands of the beſt of 
N maſters are to be. conſidered. as A, voca- 
tion from heaven. On this point, 
| ladam, as on every other, 1 muſt beg 
Pr deciſion : you are our guide, and 


ſhall always think it an honour, a | 


pleaſure, and a duty, to follow implicitly Ns 


BY advice ; 7 it has been too beneficial | 
or me ever to ſwerve from it. 


. - 
. Madame du Montier to the , Sica | 


COURAGE, deareſt, child, you now. 
begin to reap, the fruits of your 
i ſacrifices, . Henceforth, as I told you in 


6 


| my laſt, my leſſons will be vides; ? for 
God himſelf will be your, guide, with- 
out any Interference, of mine. You 


"Pp 


obſerve, that your reſignation may be 


only founded on the tranquillity that 


has ſucceeded the late ſtorm : this is 
ſay] ng too much, my dear Marchioneſs, 
it * not lefs in the time of Ho 
affliction ; let this reaffure 1 you. How 
ever, we have always reaſon ton I 
even that which appears beſt in us 15 
our goodneſs 1 is a merchandiſe of a 16 
mixed quality, and our natural corrup- 


tion a worm, whoſe ſting it is ſcarce poſſi- | 


ble to avoid. Let us Lurmnble ourſelves, 


therefore, for the evil we commit, for the 
good we omit, and likewiſe for that 
we perform ſo imperfealy ; in ſhort, let 
us bumble ourſelves at all times, or. 
rather never loſe ſight of our true ſtate, 
which is little above abſolute nothing- 
neſs ; but we ſhould do it with trans - 
quillity, and fo as not to leffen the gra- 
titude we owe to God, for the calm he 
NW” : vouchfafes 
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volchfaſes us after ſo dreadful a tem- 
peſt. He knows our weakneſs; we are 
neither worthy nor able to bear his croſs 
without relaxation: he allows us time 
for renewing our reſolution and ſtrength, 
to ſupport the new trials he may fee fit 
to lay: upon us, and for which we ought ; 
to prepare our hearts. It is the portion of 3 
the elect, my dear Marchioneſs, and we 2 


ſhould with reverence iy of the afflic- 2 
tions of the croſs, Domine, uu | furs | 
| dignus'; Lord, I am not cgorthy of. them} 3 
-. II congratulate you on Maſtrilli's 
departure, not that I apprehended any 
danger would reſult to you from his 
ſtay at Turin. I am firmly perſuaded, 
the ſacrifice you made of your former 
preference, was recompenſed by its 
total extinction. You fancied you 3 
hated him before you. heard of his 8H 
going; no, my child, your heart ist 1 
Juſt to repay ſo ill the fervices he bas. 
rendered you: it is the ee of 
vice you fear and deteſt, and as ſoon as 
DRA 3 | you 
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ſtruggles flight only can infure vitte 
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you (hich; RET further to Seine gra· 
titude regained its empire in your breaſt. 


Do not oppoſe the juſt. eſteem due to 
his virtues: all who know him extol 
his very amiable qualities; I pity him, 
fincerely, for, from the expreſſions that 
eſcaped him, I ſuſpe& he ſtill loves your 


ſiſter, and his leaving Turin increaſes 


my good opinion of him; for, in ſuch a 
y: 
You flatter yourſelf you ſhall quit it 


before his return; alas! my heart fore - 
bodes 1 ſhall not fee you ſo ſoon: Pro- 
videnoe ſems to have deſtined you to 


do a great deal of good where you are: 


we muſt ſubmit to its decrees. Commit 
the whole to the prudence of our dear 


Marquis, and let us alſo reſign your 
poor ſiſter to the Lord. I muſt confeſs - 
it requires my utmoſt efforts to preſerve 
my confidence firm and unſhaken; the 
melancholy into which ſhe has falleny 


is a very bad ſymptom, from which I 


| ſhould apprehend, the worſt, had I not 
8 . 8 reſigned 


18}. 


rn ber into the hands * God. 
What could ſhe poſſibly want with 
Mafrilli? It ſhould ſeem this interviev 
occaſioned his departure. Each mo- 


ment convinces us how blind and igno- 


rant we are, and that the ways of God 
are only juſt and wiſmGmſe. 


I have had a letter from the "rite 155 
in vrhich he fully conſigns his ſon to my 
care; : indeed, I ſhould have been greatly 


bereaved had he been taken from me, 


though, be aſſured, my dear child, I 
would moſt willingly give up his de- 
Hah ſociety, to promote his advan- 


1 oo 


that it is employed to a uſeful purpoſe, 


and that he is laying up a good foun- 


"Hl for the - remainder; of his life. 


You would be charmed with his apti- 


tude. for whatever is good and com- 


mendable, his heart outruns my inſtruc- 
tions, and JI appear leſs to teach him, 
Man confirm what he already knows, 


Rn VV | and 


— 


uld I believe he were loſing time 15 
N His father ſeems now convinced 


= 15) 
and efiphind his talents as well-as his 
inclinations. + He has none but what 
are of the moſt virtuous kind, though 
the return of his health has developed 
in him a degree of vivacity you have 
no idea of, which affords me infinite 
ſatisfaction; for I dread an inſenſible and 


ſullen diſpoſition. His conſtitution 


ſtrengthens daily; but when you recol- 
le& the ſtate in which you left him, you 
will conclude he is till delicate. 1 
mark the progreſs of his underſtanding, 
his heart and his body, to give to each 
its proper exerciſe, and my plan- is juſ- 
tified by ſucceſs. I have told the 
Marquis, and I repeat it to you both, 
that the -benevolent intentions of na- 
ture in her endeavours to recover her- 
felf ought not to be fruſtrated, and I 
að certain he could not be tranſplanted 
without great riſk: of this you will 
have no doubt; when I tell you, that my 
legs are in ſo excellent a condition, that 
1 could, though with ſome difficulty, 
4 By; - 


5 10 7 | 
croſs the mountains. Vou may con- 


Sa hs 7 


_ ceive; the ardent, deſire. I have to = 

| i you, eſpecially, in your ſiſter's. pre- 
ſent ſituation, but I ſacrifice theſe 
wiſhes, to the will of heaven, manifeſted 
to me by the ſtate of this infant, whom 
1. will, neither quit nor expaſe to a 

change of climate that might prove 

highly detrimental to him, particularly 
at this ſeaſon which IS, ſeverer than 
Au. 


Madame du Montier fo the Count. 


| Go conceals he the great. 1 
wiſe what he is often pleaſed to 
5 reveal to the low and ignorant, becauſe 
he will be acknowledged as the ſource 

of all knowledge and wiſdom. This 
conſideration, my dear Count, enables 
me to reply to your queſtions, otherwiſe 5 
Lihould have been aſhamed, of being con- 
| _ 


( 


fulted, r and' wholly unable to folve: your 
doubts. You hae örtere! yourfelf, that 
to become virtuous in reality, needed only. 
the wiſh'to be ſo: this idea is one of the 
greateſt obſtacles to virtue, inaſmuch as ĩt 
originates in # too great confidence in our 
own ſtrength. Such eis the unh: ppy ap 
pendage of our nature; that we can de- 
Prave it at our pleaſure; but When it be⸗ 
comes neceffary to repair the evils our 
„ perverſe will has drawn us into; When 
we would heal the wounds it has in- 
flicted, and conſolida te Our ſcars, we then 
find its impotency, and ſtand in need of 
a mere ſxkilful phyſician than ourfelves. 
I can aſſure you, my dear Count, and I 
know it by experience, that philoſophy 
can dò nothing for us: it makes us ex- 
claim againſt our follies, it makes us 
ſtruggle with our chains, but that is afl. 
The firſt ſtep towards effefually break- 
ing them is to” Be convinced of our 
own Rifulfiviettey': duch a conviction ' 
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divine aſſiſtance which is never 1 


held from us / though, for wiſe ends, the 


Almighty ſets bounds to his goodnefs 
and bounty. If, by his powerful help, 


we were ſuddenly, to obtain a complete 


victory over our vices and paſſions, we 
ſhould very ſoon forget to whom we 


owed it; we ſhould arrogantly impute 
it to our own ſtrength, and pride would 
ufurp the place of our vanquiſhed ſins. 


5 It is good for me that I have been in 


trouble, ſaid the pious royal prophet, 


who, though. aſſured of pardon, and 
© forgiveneſs, was long ſenlible of the 
Tad effects of his miſconduct: read his 


expreſſions in the palms: my wounds 
Aink, and are corrupt through my. fooliſhneſs; 


my loins. are filled with a ſore di iſeafe, and 


there is no whole. part in my body. Such 
is our condition, my dear Count, our 
corruption would indeed be irremedia- 
ble on our part, but we have the conſo- 
lation to Know, that help will never be 
4 lo Jong as we humbly confeſs 
fre $548 is our 


- 


(- $653 
_our, weakneſs, and, by the perſeverance 
of our Prayers, procure the: Juſtice of 
God in our favour. It is right he 
ſhould be ſought of us, my dear friend, 
we have neglected him during ſo many 
Fears, and ai the firſt word, we expect 
he ſhould comply with our deſires; 
ſuch preſumption cannot fail of leſſening 
his grace in our behalf. You ſay, that 
till now, like many others, you imagined 
little was wanting to make of a good 
man a good chriſtian. You may till 
continue to think fo, without the leaſt 
danger of error, provided you juſtly 
deſine the meaning of a good man; the 
appellation is in every one's mouth, 
though few know its real ſignification. 
A good man is one whoſe regard for 
honour and integrity would induce 
him to lay down his life for their pre- 
ſervation, ſhould. neceſſity require it. 
After this definition, you are not ad- 
vanced a ſtep, unleſsyou entertain right - : 
notions of honour. In your rank of life, 
„ you 


q 
| | 
| 
1 
-I 
| 
ji 


—— — — —— 2 — — 7 
* n — 1 r A L. * 75 


= 14.) 


5 * a readineſs: to loſe — 2 arms r 


legs in the army, or to murder one 


another for ſome ridiculous trifle. You 
think it obliges you to preſerve inviolate, 
the word you have pledged to a friend, 


to abſtain from raviſfing by violence 
your neighbour's property, to pay your 
debts of honour, and to adhere to truth 
under certain reſtrictions. 
Hhetween a good man of this Geferdp. 


tion, and a goed chriſtian,” there is a 
very eſſential difference. He WhO would - 


hold himſelf unworthy of the light of 


| day, had he degraded himſelf by taking 


a crown from another's pocket, wales 


no ſcruple of ruining tradeſmen and 


artiſts, by withholding! their” goods and 
wages for many years. When you read 
this, I know you wiltexclaim/Gitkm does 
not regard me, T have ever been Pune. 
tual in paying my debts: true yet you 
are not the leſs a thief, ſuffer me to uſe 
the aca That young woman's inno- 
. cence 


3 
cence whom you ſeduced, that huſband's 
honour which you tarniſhed, thoſe child- 
ren's fortune which you diminiſhed, by 
enabling one of your own to ſhare it, 
however unentitled ; ſuch diſſimulation, 
falſly called policy, indifcriminately | 
tending to cruſh thoſe. who ſtand in 
competition with us, that we may exalt 
ourſelves on their ruins, is what the ſelf- 
ſufficient righteous man of the world 
allowsbimſelf without ſcruple. Now, ac- 
cording to my eſtimation, a. good man is 
he who adheres rigorouſly to the moral 
lav in its full extent, and who, on every 
occaſion, would do to others as he would 
wiſh, they ſhould do to him. For ſuch 
an one to become a good. chriſtian, one 
thing only is requiſite, namely, to purify 
the intention by acting from ſuper- 
natural motives. Examine yourſelf by 
this rule, my dear friend, and. you will 
find a large diſcount. As to the reſt, I 
will tell you, for your comfort, there are 
certain ſteps. which lead us far on the 
road | 
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road of eicher virtue or vice. The ſa- 

orifice of your hatred, as it was painful, 

will render other ſacrifices more eaſy, if 
you do but ſteadily purſue the courſe 
you have begun. I reſign your wife to 
the difpoſal of God; pray for her; he 
can as well week _ vi ANG as 
calm her re e 
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"Madame au Montier to the je Marquis. 


* you know, 1 my dear Marquis, 1 
5 regard your requeſting me not to 
write, as a mere ceremony? I certainly 5 
do write a great deal, and my correſ- 
pondence i is very extenſive, but it is not 
true that I am exhauſted by it; on the 
contrary, I ſhould be an object bf com- 
paſſion, were it not for this reſource, 
which reunites me with my family, at 
this time ſo diſperſed. Was it not 
rather to give me a hint that you had 
_— .- 0 


4 ) 


no Mtthation: to write any more your- 
| ſelf? For it muſt be owned, without 


offence, you are very indolent where 
letters are concerned, and if you had 
not been in trouble I ſhould have had 
none of yours. The Marchioneſs is 
your ſecretary, and only the impoſſibility 
of tranſmitting through her means, what 


you had to ſay to me, induced you to 


conquer your averſion for this employ- 


ment. Do not let this frighten you 
from a correſpondence, my regard for 
you renders dear. I am a very go 
ſovereign, and know how to com- 
paſſionate the foibles of my friends; ;-of 
this, you have a proof in my precaution | 


of ſending this ſcrap of paper in order 
_ That you may communicate my other let- 
ter to your wife, and commiſſion her to 
anſwer it. I truſt you will never again 


be under the neceſſity of concealing any 
thing from her. „ 


- - Madame 
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| Madime a Monti 0 the nb, 


1 A highly flattered, 10 dear Mat | 
quis, by your abandoning your dear 
ail my care. Believe me, you 
may rely on my alfoRios for him, 
though you have reaſon to queſtion my 
abilities; but certain it is, that God 
proportions theſe to the ſituations we 
ny reply to 
my daughter, who deplores her incapa- 
city for fulfilling the duties of that em- 


ployment, to which the King has done 


her the honour to appoint her. She 


ought to regard him as the inſtrument 


of the Almighty, who thus intimates 
his will, and with this „ eee 
humbly ſubmit without reflecting upon 
herſelf, a humility that Nene — 
her, cannot proceed from God, who 
never acts in contradiftion to his own 


gecrees:.”- 


1 think it wile be gent to 


remove your ſon, and that is' the motive 


- that 


„ eee 


5 19 ) 
ales retains me here. 1 ſtand Win in 
the place of his mother, and my dear 


Marchioneſs muſt be in mine towards 


ber poor ſiſter, on whoſe. caſe I muſt 


likewife throw in a hint or two. Soli- 


tude will do. nothing for her, ſhe muſt 


be enlivened, and. more eſpecially treat- 


ed with unalterable mildneſs. 5 
_ . I have, juſt received a letter from my 

third daughter, entreating me to abridge 
the term I preſcribed, before her taking 
the veil. I ſhall readily, comply, pro- 
vided they will prolong that of her 
noviciating for fix years, for I am re- 


iy ; a 


 ſolved.not to conſent to her final renun- 


_ ciation of the world, till ſhe has at- 
tained the age of five-and«twenty. Her 
reaſon for thus preſſingly renewing her 


ſolicitations, to become a nun, is, that 


one of my ſiſters has propoſed an ex- 
ceeding good match for her ; a gentle- 
man about thirty, of an agreeable figure, 


good connections, a fortune of twelve 


_ thouſand livres a year, and univerſally 


eſteemed . 


| 
| 


. 26 


i in our Canton. My daughter 
allows the many advantages of ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, and even Ertole them 
to convince me that as ſhe is not at pre- 
ſent tempted, ſhe never will be. I deny 
this inference, and afſert, that God will 
regard her engagement from the hour 
in which fhe firſt defigned to form 3; - 
that ſhe is at liberty to live as retired as 
ſhe pleaſes, and conſequently need not 55 
be in a hurty to take the veil. Iaſſure her 
the Almighty will not grant ] his bleſſing 

to any engagement formed againſt the 


will of thoſe who are hs delegates on 


earth; and as I expreſaly forbid her to 
bind herſelf by any vow, 1 forewarn her 
that if ſhe diſobeys my commands, her 
offering will be rejected by Him who 
loyes obedience better than ſacrifice. 


CY 


The dau. it * * * to Madame. ds 
h - Montier. L CHIU EH 


yy Dear Mother,” : 


F CAN NOT conceive. how. my 3 
bas been able to ſupport the various 
trying emotions 1 have experienced 
fince my laſt, which the flight of my 
poor ſiſter has occaſioned. She ex- 
preſſed. a with, to ſee me, at the very 
time I Was on the point of ſoliciting 
permiſſion | to viſit her, as you thought 
company would rather be ſerviceable 
to her than otherwiſe. POE HR | 
The phyſician conſented to her re- ; 
queſt, being determined not to contra- 
dict her in any thing, though he feared 
it might be attended with ſome unplea- 
ſant conſequences, for reaſons which he 
thinks I am ignorant of: indeed, I 
believe he would have poſitively re- 
fuſed it, had he not been afraid of 
awakening my ſuſpicions. : 


I flew 
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6 flew to the apartment of the dear 
nd, and with what earneſtnefs did F 
not, on my way thither, implore the 
Almighty to efface from her mind every 

fatal remembrance that might impede 
her recovery! My firſt impulſe was to 
run into her arms; ſhe gently repulſed 
me with her hand, and before I could 
either foreſee or prevent her, fell at my 
feet, and claſped my knees ſo forcibly, 
that it was impoſſible to raiſe her from 
this humble poſture. Aſk me not what 
I then did; I ſhrieked, I wept, [ preſſed 
her head in my boſom, conjuring her to 
riſe; I addrefled my prayers to heaven, 
without knowing what I uttered. At 
length her woman aſſiſted me in re- 
placing her in her chair, where ſhe ſat 
for ſome moments tranquil to outward 
appearance, with her eyes fixed on the 
ground, but the motion of her lips, and 
the various changes of her countenance, 
plainly indicated much internal agita- 
tion. She then, without looking at me, 
ſaid, | 


— 


— Tal 

faid, pray for me, my dear ſiſter, in the 
name of God, pray for me. Ves, 
deareſt ſiſter, deareſt friend, I replied, 
embracing her in ſpite of her efforts to 
_ prevent me, I have never ceaſed praying 
to the Lord for you; and our excellent 
mother has ſo importunied heaven with 
her cries, that it cannot but be moved 
to reſtore you to perfect health. 

Deſire my women to leave the room, 
ſaid ſhe, in a low voice, and ſuffer me to 
be at your'feet, the only ſituation that 
becomes me in your preſence. I re- 
queſted her chief attendant to go into 
the adjoining apartment, but ſhe abſo- 
lutely refuſed to leave me alone with 
her. She dreaded, ſhe ſaid, any return 
of her fury againſt me, for mad people, 
continued ſhe, are very malicious ; this 


7 apparent calm may portend a relapſe, 


and who knows but ſhe reſtrains her- 
ſelf now that ſhe may get an opportu- 
nity of ſtrangling you, as ſhe has vowed 
to do a thouſand times? 


What 
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What expreſſions, my dear mather! 


and how barbarous to overwhelm me 
with them. She muſt have done it 
from ignorance, and 1 forgive her; theſe 


ſort of people are very groſs... To add 
to the cruelty; ſhe affected to whiſper, 


but it was ſo loud, as to be heard by 
the poor invalid. I ſaw her ſhudder-as 
it were, raiſe her eyes to heaven, and 
ſeem to retire within herſelf ; then, 
turning to her attendant, with a very 


mild and ſubmiſſive air, you are in the 


right, ſaid ſhe, my ſiſter ſhould not be 


ſo expoſed: grant me the ſatisfaction, ſhe 


continued, addreſſing herſelf to me, of 
letting me write to your mother, and have 


the goodneſs to wait for and encloſe my 
letter to her. Vour mother, retorted the 
woman with a*ſneer, delighted with 


her own ſagacity, as if your mother was 
not hers alſo: you ſee her brain is 


nothing leſs than ſettled. Heavens! 


cried I, you exaſperate me paſt bearing; 


leave the room inſtantly, and never 


enter 


T 


enter. it again; O pardon her, reſumed 
my ſiſter, you know not half what ſhe 
has had to endure; beſides, ſhe is ne- 
ceflary to me, ſuffer her to return after 
I have written. I immediately. pro- 
cured my ſiſter what ſhe wanted, and 
remained in her cloſet an hour and a 
half, during which, I prayed with ſo 
much fervor, that my heart ſeemed to 
burſt its priſon, and fly to the throne of 
grace, to intercede with the F Aber of 
all mercies. 
I was then recalled, 0 the gave me 
Aa We directed for you, which is en- 
cloſed in this; I found her more com- 
poſed, but ſtill extremely dejected. All 
went on well thus far, even in the 
nurſe's opinion, till I unfortunately: for- 
getting myſelf, told her the whole family 
would be tranſported with joy at her 
recovery; that the Count and Marquis 
had been ſo affected at her illneſs, that 
I had trembled for their lives. At theſe 
words her eyes filled with tears, ſhe 
Vol. III. "0 ſobbed 


( 26 ) 
ſobbed 3 and I was in - the 
utmoſt conſternation leſt the ſhould be 
fuffocated: they forced me out of the 
ex without her appearing to notice 

it; only think the SAY wy _—_ 
dende occaſioned. 1 F 
The phyſician has juſt been with me; 
beafing of my extreme concern for the 
accident I innocently cauſed; he entered 
the room while I was writing to you, 5 
to ſooth my affliction, which he has 
converted into the moſt extatic joy- 
He proclaims victory, and regards the 
tears our dear invalid has ſhed; as a 
favourable criſis; her dejection made 
him more uneaſy than her paſſion, as it 


did you, but he concealed it for fear of 


alarming us. He ſays that her facul- 
ties have now reſumed their courſe, and 
that ſhe is on the eve of a perfect reco- 
very. I fondly encourage this hope, my 
dear mother, and to tell you my mind, I 
think it far more advanced than they 
are willing to allow. J perceived not 
irn 3 e 
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the ſmalleſt indication of inſanity, even 
her; ſadneſs; inſtead of alarming me, 
: ſeemed A, proof of her returning good 
ſenſe, for ſhe cannot reflect upon her 
paſt ſtate without emotions that are well 
calculated to nouriſh her melancholy. 
Her letter will better demonſtrate her 


condition than all I can ſay. upon att 


the ſight of her has ſo. affected me, I 
can write of nothing elſe, and muſt 


defer ſpeaking of alt till ſome 


hours hence. 


I have ſent t to ite the Mw 
wall with, me on the Citadel ſide; for 


I have not yet had courage to go to the 
Valentine Quarter. I ͤbluſh to own 
this weakneſs, and will ſtrive to ſubdue 
| it. 634514 ell epg orb in mie 
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Ihe Counteſs to Madame du Mlontier. 
OW Madam ſhall I begin this 


letter? The variety: of reflections 
that crowd upon my mind, throw ſuth 


C 2 confuſion 


(28 ) 


confuſion into my ideas ; 3 and the 
heinouſneſs of what I am about to 


confeſs ſo: diſtract them, that T know 


not how. to give them utterance in 


words, though they preſs on me with 


a poignancy that -harrows up. my very 
ſoul. I muſt, however, reſolve to pene- 
wrate this chaos, or more properly ſpeak- 


ing, to remove this dunghill ; the term 
is yet too inexpreſſive of the idea I en- 
tertain of my own mind, I ſee, I. feel 
; myſelf. degraded below the, meaneſt of 


creatures, and yet I am certain of r re- 
cognizing but the tenth 8 of wy 


wretchedneſss. ; 


Amidſt the tumult of ens that 


_—_— my ſoul, two will more eſpecially : 
for ever pervade it, and time itſelt can 


— 
_—— 


| | Never diminiſh. them. I heſe are, ſhame 
and regret for having ſo groſsly abuſed 


the mercy of God, and deſpiſing your 


ſalutary counſels, and gratitude for the 
miracles of bounty he has performed 
in my fayour, at the time when my own. 


- . obduracy 


i) 


obduracy dad direful abuſe of is 1 good- 
neſs might have juſtly proyoked vin to 
annihilate me. O Madam (for Tam 
utterly unworthy to call you by a more 
tender name) what a total change has 
taken place in my ideas! what a veil is 
tornfrom mine eyes, and how infufficient 
would all eternity be to expreſs' my 


gratitude to that Almighty and benevo- 
| Tent hand that has removed it ! I repeat 
it, Madam, ſome ſuperior grace muſt be | 


| Tent me to ſupport the new light that 
beams upon me, for without it I ſhould 


expire with horror at the contemplation 


of myſelf. Ungrateful child! unnat 


ral fiſter! perfidious wife ! unfaithful 


friend! I have forfeited, have trodden 
under foot all the duties that religion, 
nature, and honour preſcribe. I am 


indeed a monſter that gp ts to- oe 
extirpated from the earth. 


How keen were my ſuſeriops 10 che | 


prelenee of that virtuous ſiſter! with 
What unſpeakable ſhame did 1 behold 


* 4 1 = . » 
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her loading. with Creſſes the a 
who has employed all poſſible means to 
ppifon the happineſs of her life ; who, 
in the tranſports of jealous rage, has 
wiſhed to deprive her of honour, life, 
and what i is ſtill more valuable, reputa- 
tion how can Jever repair the miſ- 
chiefs I have occaſioned to her, and all 
thoſe who ſhould have been moſt dear 
to me? Ah! madam, if acknowledging” 
my crimes in the face of the univerſe 
could expiate them, heaven is > 
witneſs I would: not ſhrink from it. 
To thoſe about me would I have de- f 


clared how unworthy I was of their. 


care and attention, had I not been 


| afiaid of ſhocking them too much with 


the account of my wickedneſs. Before 


you, at leaſt, I maybe allowed to bluſh, 


and confeſs the exceſſes and Aten of 


my corruption. 


My reaſon. has bre dewaged 


ever ſince the fortunate accident that 


God Permitted, to bring me back to 
himſelf. 


| . 3. } 


hint by. means incomprehenſible to 

Alas it was more fatally peryerted 
before. The univerſal praiſes beſtowed 
upon my ſiſter, the ſincere careſſes, and 
well merited applauſe laviſhed on her 


— — 


by all, began to render her odious in 
my fight. I laboured to diſcover im- 
perfections i in her, and my inability te 


do it augmented my indignation. : It 


gained ſuch a height, that my huſband 
at length grew inſupportable to me by 
his juſt admiration, and his eternal : 
commendation of her good conduct. » 4 
perſuaded myſelf the. love he formerly, 
| bore her was rekindled, and even dared 


to reproach him with it; the mildneſs 


* 


with which he ſtrove to juſtify himſelf ; 


only aggravated i in My es his ſuppoſed 


crime. 1 


In fine, the g 8 N @ 1 | 
in chuſing her as governeſs to his 
daughters wrought me up to the 
laſt pitch of hatred. To my pride 
alone was owing. the impenetrable. ſe> . 
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arhcy, with. which. 1 e my ecti- 
ments. A martyr to that, what num 
berleſs efforts did it coſt me to conceal 
Within my own breaſt the dreadful 


effects of a baſe paſſion that preyed 
upon my ſoul, the meanneſs of 


Which I could not diſſemble. It in- 


ſpired the horrid. idea of ruining my 


Fiſter's reputation, and of rendering . 
f if poſſible, as contemptible as myſelf. 


The Count had once confeſſed to me 


chat ſhe formerly felt a degree of par- 
tiality | for Maftrilli this he did to ſti- 
mulate my reſolution, and related the 


heroic efforts ſhe uſed on that occaſion; F 
which confidence, inſtead of exciting 
my admiration, was 2 freſh incitement 


to jealouſy, and aided me to execute 
; the dreadful plot I had formed againſt 
her. 


One day that 2 wid playings 


| Tome attentions to a young lady who 


diſregarded them, I pretended to think 


him * enamoured, though they 


ſcarce 


( 33 
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ſcarce tected thoſe of common po- 


liteneſs, and rallied him in theſe words; 


« your heart is a very bad guide to your | 


40 affections, ſince it has never pointed 


te out to you the only object worthy of 


| Th engaging them, and from whom you 


* might have expeed a return. The 


« Marchioneſs is much our ſuperior in 
44 every reſpect, and would doubtleſs 
« havebeen ſenſible to your aſſiduities. 1 
did not think you ſo formidable as to 


ee defire your abſence, it was at her 


cc ſolicitations that the Count entreated 


0. you to leave Turin. In a woman like 


* her, the fear of loving is an \ indubita- 
* ble proof of love.” 
No ſooner had 1 pronounced this 
odious ſpeoch, than I became conſcious 
of 1 its direful import, but this affected 
me 1615, than the horror manifeſted en 
Maſtrilli's countenance. He darted a 
Jook at me as he roſe that ſtung me to 
the quick, and made him as hateful to 
my * as was my rival. 10 remove 
Cc: nn 


Az) 


him from my preſence it was that 1 
repreſented to my huſband, the. impru- 
dence, of ſuffering him to be ſo much at 
our houſe, and he followed. my advice 
; more, no doubt, out of conſideration 
for the Marchioneſs than for me, for his 
5 coldneſs became daily more apparent in 
his behaviour to me, which I likewiſe 
imputed to the return of a paſſion that 
bad been but half ſubdued. The 
Count's requeſt to Matſtrilli, m made, 1 
believe, more impreſſion than all I had 
ſaid, and with joy I perceived he 
eagerly reſorted to every place where 
be had a chance of meeting my ſiſter, 
whom he ſtudied with an attention en- 
tirely novel, as if to read in her ſoul the 
confirmation of my aſſertion. Her timid 
virtue | ſeconded but too well my malice: 
her deep bluſhes, whenever ſhe ſurpriſed 
| this nobleman's eyes upon her, and 
her precipitancy in withdrawing her 
own, conſpired to make him ſuppoſe 
I had not deceived him, and that 
he till was to her an object of dread. 
. ” Such, 
4 


wy 


— 


Such, madam, was my ſituation when 


it pleaſed the mercy of God to chaſten 


RS CT & we & 


and overthrow me. Judge of the ex- 


ceſs of my bliddneſs ad infatuation; 3 


on the very brink of the grave, at the 
awful: moment of being launched into 
eternity, the proſpect of my ſoul's end- 
leſs miſery was leſs preſent to me, than 
vas rage and vexation at finding myſelf 
abandoned by all, while every care was 


lavihhed on my odious rival. In this 


direful emergency I reſigned myſelf to 
the juſtice of God, wrd one effort 
to awaken his mercy. 193 LIB 
The force and ideas! of me Net 
that had poſſeſſion of my breaſt de- 
ranged my intellects in a degree, but not 
ſo entirely as to deprive me of a ſuper- 
ficial knowledge of what was paſſing 
around me, and in this melancholy ſtate 
I continued, till your prayers forced {if 
I may fo ſay) divine goodneſs to perform 
one of the greateſt miracles in my favour, 


and Ow” fſter's v virtue was Chon as the 
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inſtrument for its operation. It ĩs now 
about a fortnight ſince my ideas aſſumed 
ſome degree of regularity. The firſt 
glimmerings of reaſon diſcovered to me 
the humiliation of that condition from 
which I was emerging. My firſt im- 
Pulſe was to fly, and wander unknown 
where my crimes and my ſhame would 
alike be unheard of. I could not endure 
the ſight of thoſe who were deputed to 

attend me, and in order to get rid of 
their inſulting looks, and remove them 
from me, I feigned to devote that time 
to ſleep which was engroſſed by all the 
horrors of deſpair. I beheld-no reſource 
from my miſery : my fin appeared too 
| heinous to admit the leaſt. hope of 


_ pardon; my paſſions had taken ſuch 
root, that I deemed all endeavours to 


; _ eradicate them uſeleſs and unavailing: 1 


was become hateful to all about me. In 
this dreadful extremity, death only of- 
fered me ſhelter, -and to death I deter- 
mined to reſort... The enterpriſe was 
E is ©: 1 attended 


e 


attended with: difficulty,” I was very 
narrow obſerved, and my nntſe hardly 


| toft ſight of me a moment, Deſpair 


prompted the means of evading her 
vigilance. Pretending a great inclination 
for ſleep, I had my curtains. cloſely 
drawn; and I reſolved to ſtrangle va 
wih the bell cord. Before 

the horrible deſign, T lay perfectij mo- 


tibnlefs. My guard concluding I was 
in a deep ſleep, converſed fedly: with 


one * ſiſter's women; who has never 
left me fince the commencemefit of ily 

neſs, and as they were near my bed, I 
loſt not a Word of their converſation.” 


"Good heavens “ faid the nurſe, what 


ſtrong paſſions! the Countefs has, and 
What an imperious inſufferable temper 
The i is of! How much trouble 'ſhe n uſt 
N have cauſed the Narchioneſs, her fi ſter, 
| who. is fo m mild and rentle! I am ſu Ire 
that lady, a and all the family, PACT re- 
joice to be rid of ſuch a dangerous 
mortal. Lou a are miſtaken there, replied 

the 


> executed 


% 0 
of 
„ 
_ 5 - on, - 5 
— . ä = 5 LO OTSEN 
— — ITS —_— 9 ** rere . ” 
* 
« 
| 4 
e 5 - TT E " 


r 


{+ 

10 — 
Belk VU iz) 
11 
5 

7 } 
it N 
wa if 
1 | 


— 


«I 
1% .* 
It | | ** 
1 iY 
ml Þ 
1 þ 
19 5 
18 
+ M 
1 
0 : " 
8 
* |» 
BAL © 


. os > Ao 
—.— EEE — 
. 


Fw). 


the other, and know nothing of my 
miſtreſs when you ſay ſo. She loves 


her ſiſter with unequalled fondneſs. I 
thought proper one day to tell her every 
thing this mad woman ſaid about her, 


for which ſhe: ſeverely reproved me; and 
promiſed. to make my fortune if I 


would but eee her A. 


| feet, r 1 A, 11 „ 


Te N were like a ray; of light 
| hanna in upon my ſoul. I felt all my 
pride vaniſh away. before ſuell pure and 


heroic virtue, and was ſo horror-ſtruck 
at myſelf that I ſhrieked aloud, which 


they attributed to the effect of a dream, 


for when the nurſe approached, I . | 


ed to be aſleep. I would not loſe one 


ray of that precious light that had ſo 
happily. diſſipated my obſcurity. The 


contemplation of my own. depravity 


was unaccompanied with that rebellious 
paſſion the uſual conſequence of hum- 


bled arrogance. 1 ſaw myſelf the moſt 


criminal of creatures, and whilſt 1 ab- 
: b horred 
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1 the crimes that had reduced me 
to this deplorable condition, I ſeemed 


to love the confuſion that is and ever 


2 will be the reſult of them i in my 


My firſt impulſe was an acknowledg- | 


ment of divine goodneſs, and an ardent 


defire to evince my gratitude by every 


means in my power. Suddenly the 


conflicts I ſhould have to encounter in 
my vow to lead a new life, preſented 


themſelves to my imagination, clothed 


in nameleſs terrors, and my heart ſhrunk 
from the undertaking; but a fixed hope | 


in the promiſes of Jeſus Chriſt in favour 


of repentant ſinners, revived and 


ſtrengthened my ſoul; the ſtorm within 
abated, and I made a firm reſolve to 


be unremitting in my ſupplications 


for that — which ne not 
be denied. 

Since that blelled wean 1 Koa never 
—_ to think that the exceſſes into 


which pride precipitated me were the 


firſt puniſhments of it. I now ſeem to 
lo | ſubmit 
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ſubmit voluntarily to the contempt of 
the whole earth; the dread of humilia- 
tion has difdppeared; and I feel as de- 


ſttous of being abafed as I thould of 
fwvallowing'a medicine that would fare 


my life. The fear of committing an 
itidifcretion” alone withholds me from 
appearing in public to drink even to 
the dregs of the cup of ignominy f 

pared: for me. I wait your commands 
on this head; an' implicit obedience is 
the only way by which T can repair my 
paſt errors, and this I dare venture to 
promiſe you through the Almighty's aid. 
Tin I receive your inſtructions, I ſhall 
let every body about me fuppoſe I am 
not yet ſufficiently recovered to be 
truſted. With difficulty I have juſt 
reſtrained myſelf from unfolding to my 
ſiſter the ſituation of my heart. By ſo 
doing, I am ſenſible I ſhould anticipate 
her happineſs, if the offence 1 have 
been guilty of towards her be not irre- 
28125 She told me w neſs had 
N had 


| 


\ | 
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had ſuch an effect on the ah ng; 
my huſband as to endanger their lives; 
alas! I am too certain I no ben f 
deſerve to be ſo dear to them, as that 
the fear of loſing me ſhould ſo affect 


them, and this confirms my dreadful 


fſuſpicions. 


In proportion as x examine myſelf on 
what has happened during my malady, 1 
fear that the ſecret imparted to me by 
the Count, reſpecting my ſiſter and 
Mafrilli has eſcaped me. I have alſo 
fome reaſon to imagine I informed the 
Marquis of my huſband's former affec- 
tion for the Marchioneſs, and thus have 
1 doubtleſs endangered the repoſe of 

two people to whom I owe all I poſſeſs. 
Great God! ſhield me from this dread- 
ed calamity. I cannot, poſitively affirm 
it to be ſo, you will be the beſt judge, 
and do not ſpare me in any thing T can 
do to expiate it if poſſible.” In the 
mean time I have ventured to take a 
ep which could no longer be delayed: 


1 * 


G 


lrequeſted to ſee Maſfrilli one, and con- 
5 eſſed to him that my malady was entire- 
ly at an end, but, I aſſured him it had 
commenced ſome time previous to our 
accident, as a proof of which, I men- 
tioned the abſurd .diſcourſe I held 
reſpecting my ſiſter, for which there 


was. not the leaſt foundation in truth. 3 


I imparted. to him my fears that ſome- 
thing of the ſame kind had eſcaped me 
to the Marquis, and concluded by 
ſaying, if I had really uttered ſuch a 

calumny, it became neceſſary to the 
peace of a family he valued, to abſent 

himſelf from them for ſome time. 
Alas! my dear mother, this unhappy 
nobleman is another victim to my 
wickedneſs „ my words had kindled a 
paſſion in his breaſt which will be the 
torment. of his future life. He re- 
proached me with it in very ſevere 
terms, and I too well knew how much I 
merited his eee not 40 ares 


r 


N *t5 Croat 5 me 
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me with it. My confuſion calmed his 
anger, he was affected at W emen | 


and left me without hatred. 


Thank heaven he has followed my 


advice, though without having loſt the 
flattering ideas I inſpired. - we 


1 outs have wiſhed to have commu- : 


nicdted this letter to my ſiſter that T 


dme i in hi cintfomdar You will diſcern 
the conſideration that withheld me, 


which is regard for her; in future I will 
bave none for myſelf, a creature who 
has rendered herſelf ſo deſpicable -in_ 


the ſight of God, cannot be too much 
_— mans men. | | 


1. Aer 70 the ru. 


W HEN a woman is in travail, ay. 
Saint Paul, ſhe: ſuffers great pain, 


hed as ſoon as ſhe is 8 delivered, ſhe re- 
1915 5 membereth 


(4) 


membereth no- more her pains' for joy 
that a man is born into the world. This, 
my dear child, is a faithful emblem of 
what has paſſed in my mind. For 
theſe laſt ſix months, I am not afraid of 
oywning it to you now, L A 1 


: 2 woman in travail. 


Tou are the only e my chülüren 
h endangered my life in coming into 
the world, yet if it had been poſſible, 1 
would freely have undergone daily, the 
agonies I then een, bauen 2 


3 endes. wig : God dare me. 


All my woes are now paſt, forgotten, 
changed into ſuch pure unſpeakable 
3 joy, that it ſurpaſſes all expreſſion. 
Father of -mercies! ſuch are thy 
46 chaſtiſements; thou canſt convert 

40 poiſon into a remedy.” What do 
5 you not owe him, deareſt child, for the | 

great things he has vouchfafed to per- 
form in your behalf? Well do you ob- 
ſerve that eternity would be too ſhort 


its) 


to teſtify your: gratitude. This happy 


change, which from mere outward ap- 
pearance would ſeem hardly probable, 
this change I looked forward to; a 


miniſter of the Lord's promiſed and 


foretold it to me; without this hope, 


you would now have mourned my 5 


death, and OS AN as the 


| | x © ASSES 5: f Atte 
. —_— of: it. opener: Andi i ed 


At the time of my birtereſt afflic- 


tion for your miſconduct, I dragged 


myſelf to the pariſn church, in ſpite of 
my ſciatica; there, like another Hannah, 
I prayed with ſo much fervour, that 
with her alſo I might have been ſuſ- 

pected of being intoxicated, fo earneſt 


and vehement were the 3 


f my face and body. Our 
curate, whois a perfect faint, Wage 


me not ſo harſhly, but believing 1 


was ill, accoſted me with viſible 
alarm. Alas! ' anſwered © I, as did 
the mother of Samuel, Fam not ill, 


4 but am a wretched: Woman, whoſe 


heart 


_ 3 
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heart is pierced. with: ſotrow. . 


the Lord for me that he will hear 
and grant my prayers; I implore 


of him to reſtore me a daughter, that 
may conſecrate her wholly to him. He 


will reſtore her to you, Madam, ſaid 


this holy man, he will not reſiſt ſuch 

ſincere and ardent vows. I received, as a 
promiſe from heaven, this artleſs aſſu- 
rance of the worthy paſtor, and fromthat 


time have encouraged hope, which is 
now happily realiſed, ſince my deareſt 


child is firmly reſolved; to ratify the vow 
1 then made for her, and will from 


henceforth devote herſelf to God. 
Ihe portrait you draw of your paſt. 
ſtate, and the different gradations by 


which you ſunk into the, abyſs of guilt, 
did not ſurpriſe me: alas! my child, I 


foreſaw and bewailed them ever ſince 


the firſt letter I had from you after 


my recovery. I knew then the exter- 


mination of your pride ſurpaſſed the 


powers of — 45 again repeat, a 


to 


— — 


miracle alone could: effect it, and it is 


only by their being multiplied every 
hour you can expect to ſuſtain” the 


conflicts to which you will yet be ſub- 


jet. You muſt» not conclude © that 


your enemy is abſolutely vanquiſned; 


God has overthrown, and, if I may uſe 
tbe expreſſion, treads him under foot; 
but a time will come, when he will 
ſuffer him again to tiſe, and exert all 


his influence over you. Then will be 


the trial of your repentance, your com- 
bats, and your victory; then will you 
merit that crown of glory, ſpoken of by _ 
Saint Paul, and which is n 1 
on thoſe who fight to the end. 


Were you required to engage in any 


enterpriſe the world calls great, exalted, 
or heroic, I ſhould not doubt you; 
the tenor of your ſoul is firm, and dan- _ 


ger would not appal it. But in this 


caſe, ſuch courage becomes weakneſs: : 
you have to ein againſt Goliah, and 
yur can only meet Sui in the name of 


N 1 the 


CEE 


r, you . bon. | 
: -of .your on inſufficlency, and 
of eker ey of his aid, you will 'tri- 
amel kur nd will go as far in virtue as 
vou have done in ſin. Vou will make 
ph pagina the new path he has 
marked out fer you, if you but continue 
faithful to bis word. For perſons. of 
| your, character there s no medium: 
violent, paſſions Jead either to great 
, or ——— On the part | 


my advice. 4J« ſhall. yielc 1 de- 
ſires in this reſpect, only from the mo- 
tive of enabling you to, join the merit 
of obedience to the hb virtues you 
are about to practiſe. i dee 
And firſt I muſt . you never to 
loſe fight of your late ſituation; con- 
WRT: with patience. the .depravity 
i of 


1 49 "i "0 
of your nature; tremble * you re- 
flect on what would be your portion 

now, but for the merciful interference 

of heaven: I ſhudder while I write it, 


vu would have been” numbered with 
the condemned. Su untarily 

to the humiliating conſe ene ee eur 
men. and far from turning the con- 


ſpeak o it yourſelf in ſuch a way as to 


convince others you will not be of- 
— nen, your's re- 


e eee, ths er ef Gel Me 


already dictated the manner in which 
hne ought to be treated; e ww her a 
1 n 
With regard to your huſband, you 
can ſcarce conceive the extent of your 


guilt towards him, and how much you | 


have to expiate. Vou have occafioned 
the miſery of his life, and chriſtianity 
only can induce him te "forgive you, 

g++ "ought not to heſitate throwing 


Vor. III. — yourſelf 


whenever it may lead to it, 


— ABe Bs -  IreIn 
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yourſelf « at his feet, and; by a full cons 
feſſion of your faults; prove to him how 
ſincerelj you deteſt them. 1 know him 
ſufficiently | to aſſure you this will be 
an infallible means an pete: _ | 
eſteem and affeQtion. ha 
think you may be ve your | 
ſiſter your Horrid': fatal awe Sins of 
her; conceal” what relates to Maftrilli; 
ſhe would never be able to ſupport: the 
idea of his being acquainted with her 
partiality for him. It is difficult know 
for pride to make ſueh acknowledlg- 
ments, but, if your repentance befincere, 
you will find conſolation in ſubmitting 
to contempt, whenever prudence: per. 
mits it, without oſtentation. Obſerve 
this laſt word, my dear child: this is 
one of the rocks on which many ſplit at 
their firſt return to God: they have a 
ſatisfaction ſavouring of ſelf. love, in 
avowing their ſins; beware of this pe- 
ril; do nothing that bears the ſemblance 
Sl en zi leave 1 the 
le care 


( 52 } 

care of creating opportunities. to hum: 
ble and depreciate vou; neither ſeck, 
nor eyade them. Write to me often, 
and tell me ingenuouſly your progreſs 
in good, and alſo your frailties. Chuſe 
an enlightened guide, from whom you 
may derive,counſel and abſtance, and 
do it without affectation or or publicity. 
Practiſe chriſtianity, not what. is ſalſely 
ſtyled devotion, which regards only the 
exterior, and under whoſe, cloak is tod 
often nouriſhed every bad paſſions; +: Fo 
I comme 
ing. Mofrilh, whoſe. preſence muſt un- 
queſtionably be diſagreeable to your 
ſiſter, though ſhe has not the leaſt ſuſ- 

picion of the ſentiments yon ran 
him to entertain. Nr hom tte aid: 
I much fear your an ,of 
indiforetion are not unfounded; this is 
a freſh ſource. of, humiliation, ;'whick 
you may turn to good. account. The 
anlx wet! od of repairing this evil, if t 
vis! us) by ſupplication and Prayer: 
3 "B'S | offer 
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1 offer them up . and mine 
18 ſhall. be united to them. Did I liſten to 
4 t | _ the diatesof my heart, I ſhould fly to 
i | MS” Turin to embrace my deareſt child, who 
bb ; | was dead, and 1 is alive again; but I muſt 
| | | check this warm deſire; providence 
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new exiſtence in reflecting on the happy 
ſtate in which it has placed you. Now 
may I ſay with Simeon of old; Lord, 
norte Jetteſt 1 thou thy ſervant depart i in _ 
My 1 heart has not another wiſh, 
| many bleſſings he has beſtowed upon 
you, he adds that of continuing you in 


_ fome months one of the moſt unfortu- 


| 1 reſtore to me the appellation nature 
=: bas given me towards you; that of 
1 1 Jian. wounds me, though I ve- 


: Lava e He, fe Ma fs you 
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has fxed me here, where I ſhall enjoy a 


J 2 .defir Ires are all fulfilled, and if to the | 


133 grace, +: .may juſtly | call myielf the hap- f 
3 | | . Pieſt.« of mothers, after having been for | 


5 = 5 nate. Farewell, my beloved daughter; 


(a) 


Y reed t 


; N adam 4. Mon ontier 7 the je Marcbion.. 
1 SHALL write you but. Aa Bo words, 
Z my dear Marchioneſs, for j joy ſo en- 
= tirely pervades my heart, that my pen 
f is incapable of exprefſi ing my ideas. 
= My predictions ate verified, your ſiſter's 
4 health is perfect iy reſtored, and ſhe has 
entered on the career of virtue with a 
heroiſm that makes me look forward 8 
her attaining eminent perfection. 155 
need not counfel; you how to act towards | 
15 charity will better dictate what 
you onght to do. Employ y your utmoſt 
Influence, with the Count and Marquis 
to erſuade them to diminifh the weight 
F, humifity annexed. to he ſituation of 


* AFNEL 


ur dear penitent : If 1 miſtake not, the 
Ae! be forry for this requeſt, but we 

| muſt leave the care of being humbled 
to her own. diſcretion, | and 'opportu- 
nities enough will occur without our 
| ſeeking | them out. As for me, my 
A L have * the fatted calf, that 
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BY dear Marchioneſs, by: 225 E your 


1 54 . 
1 tol fay , Thave gi given a dinner to all he 


22 
100 


Poor o 01 0 our pariſh, in token of grateful 


acknowledgment, for the ineſtimable 
enefit we have received from the 


mercy of God. Vou would have wept 
with delight, to have ſeen the grace with 


85 our young Marquis attended upon 

e poor people: his head uncovered, 
450 with as much reſpect, as if he had 
been ſerving him of whom they. are the 
repreſentatives. I was obliged to mo- 
erat his zeal, leſt he worde be too 

uch fatigued ; and, after the firſt: = 
7 of an hour devoted to this act of 


charity, I led him back to my hes 
ment, where he very gallantly told me 


Iwas grown young again, and looked as 
handſome as Hfs dear mamma. Do not 
imagine this compliment made me vain, 
oped. it is big; my face of 2 840 


Mn, your e tod 


ſiſter 


4 55 7 
iter to inform you, that your charity 


and love were the means heaven choſe 
to effect her converſion; 74 but 1 am Per- 


* 2 


ſuaded you will give the whole glory to 
God for this bleſſed change, and that fo 
far from arro ating any merit to your- 
ſelf, vo wil be filled with fentiments 
of pious gratitude for his favour in 
making uſe of ſo weak an inſtrument to 
bring about ſo great a purpoſe. | Adieu 

my child, 4 i cannot ſtay. long in my 

room; Ze I go every inſtant to the chapel, 
and by. what. Paſſes i in your 2 4 caſt, 


you, Will gueſs, "Jy. buſi neſs there. "Ik 
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WHAT at affeQling feehe 1 habe 


to relate, my deareſt mother! Out 


weises are fo overcome, that they de- 
Ives utterly" unable to wake 


N 


che ile 
oN Stuwolls IVA Hod M 180b 558 
off | 


* 
SAS ere ates — 3 
A c 


— 
bn 


n 


— 


— A oh 


— 


Fr rr — — bz 
* wy * fo ” — — na 


3 FM. + — 


r <Drt — 


1 
Moy bs 
e , ber a es 7» 


„ peu ors 


— — 


"I 
— — er. 


IR 


1 OTIS 


2 ” 
bn. te LE SITS 


* — 


A _ * 3 n 1 
— — - - - 3 n 8 Fn — — vt l 
— "IR 4 ky — * VB — nne N $7. 
" * n | an oy tne tv . N 
2 — W 28 188 L . © 93, ons; 2 5 
e * 
; \ 


- 


Fs 


you. comprehend. What they have felt | 
a ſtill feel feel for ſuch impreſſions ; are not 
ealily "faced. N 5 me therefore, Wi 


nenen 


7 


ſenſations and ele pre OS, 
How ſhall I deſcribe. ENT 1 have 


90 other way of repreſenting. it, than by 


recalling to your mind that + experi- 


ae When the 1 grey 


T%. 
. 


2 on 45 Wa bal e e 
your letter, the ſent for me, and ſeemed 
deſirous of being alone with me. This 


time 1 interpoſed my authority With 


the terrible nurſe, and commanded her 


o retire, though could I have foreſeen 
iat was to follow, 1 ſhould have 
been far from removing the witneſſes. 


My poor ſiſter, proſtrate on the ground, 


made, in ſpite of my efforts to pre- 


Vent Her, à confeſſion which her Hu- 


| m wy” das Uobbtlefs Exazgerated. * Ns, 


1 never 


maT 


I never beheld. ſuch penitenee as was 
dep ifted on her countenance. | She con- 
a” me to inform the Marquis and 
my brother of the return of her reaſon, 
and to bring them to her room; when 
ſhe renewed to them the ſame humili- 
ating acts ſhe had practiſed towards 
me. What moſt ſurpriſed me, was the 
Weck and tranquil air with which ſhe 
owned her faults; one might ſüppoſe 


6 ſhe took Aa ſort 'of pleaſure 1 in vilitying 


herſelf, and incurring ' contempt; this 
is ſo. foreign to her character, that both 
the Marquis and Count have ſince ac- 
knowledged, that had 1 not aſſured 
them of her recovery; they ſhould have 
fuf ſpected her brain was ſtill deranged. / 
Some days ago ſhe requeſted father 
Der- to be ſent for, a a very worthy 
prieſt, but of no celebrity; to whom ap- 
parently ſne made a general confeſſion. 
The day following ſhe aſked the Count's 
permiſſion to go and return God 
| Wa at church, which was granted 
1 — 5 | on 
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on my word. She perceives wbey e are 
ſtill doubtful of her recovery; and I 
can ſee her colour from time to time 
with emotion; then, as it Were, retire 
within herſelf to obeck the e of 
Angers; HIST Is 
As ſoon as the e from chant, 

5 ſhe entreated as a favour of her huſband 
to take the woman into her ſervice who 
nurſed her during her illneſs, which is 
a truly noble effort, for I kn.. from 
my on maid that ſhe. is an abſolute. 
Megzra, who has uſed her very cruelly. 
F was:at firſt tempted to tell the Count, 
but I reſpected the dictates of the holy 
ſpirit that actuates her, and #hanght i Wh 
| we firſt to conſult YORBL 3.30295. en 
No ſooner was it known in the thy | 
that ſhe had been at church, than every, 
body eagerly came to compliment her 
on her returning health. As ſhe is not 
beloved, and knows it well, ſhe Was 
ſenſible this impatience to ſee her, aroſe 
8 A curioſity, deſirous of 
| amuling 


„ 
amuſing itſelf with her behaviour; for 
notwithſtanding” our precautions; tlie 
nature of her diſorder has tranſpired, | 
th rough” che indiſcretion of the vile 
woman whom ſhe is ſo anxious to re- 
tain. This did not prevent her or- 
dering all to be admitted who came. 
It is ĩmpoſſible to deſcribe the grace 
mildneſs, and gratitude with which ſhe 
received them; ſlie attended all with- 
out diſtinction to the door of the apart- 
ments, to the utter aſtoniſhment” of a 
number of ladies, to whom ſhie formerly: 
refuſed this homo and ho in fac 
had no right to it. 11 1 100 
To- day was to be the ſevere trial of 

all; it was neceſſary to go and thank 
the king for the concern he has ſhewn 
during her confinement: to expoſe her- 
ſelf to the eyes of the whole court, 
where many would find. a malicious ſa- 
tisfaction in her embarraſſment. She 
o_— diſappointed them, and per- 
Io 200J19b IIloi io tt nacgilcufermed) 
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| formed an Actien which in ber. von- 
5 ſiden ask a miracle. T1 tr 43 ei 
You are ſome has Cad the 
king, but it is not to be wondered at, 


after ſo obſtinate a fever. Your ma- 
jeſty will permit me to aſſure you, ſhe 
replied, that my malady was not a fever, 


but an ahſolute derangement of the 


brain, which might naturally be ex- 


pected. My due} with the Baron was 


an extravagance that predicted many 


others. How? rejoined the king, you 


| ſpeak very harſhly of an exploit that 
proved you 3 r va- | 


Jour. 

Valour, modeſtly. reflries: my fiſter 
is not a qualification appertaining'to! our 
ſex, but gentleneſs; delicacy, and Hu- 
-mility, and theſe unfortunately" T'knew 
only by name. It is a bleſſing for me 
my reaſon was deranged; I could not 


| but gain by it; and you have effectüallyß 
„1 528 00 that men ier her 


bus 21. a ſecond 


_ 


(@ )) 


a — time his hand to > Kils; I find 
more true heroiſm in you,ꝭ, i cone 
I than in your combat. 
May I own to is) my Fm we 
a glance caſt round the whole aſſem · 
blage of courtiers, ine xpreſſibly rejoiced 
me: how many long faces did I behold ! 
they thought to drive this poor woman 
to deſpair, by equivocal hints on her 
-fituation ; they muſt now relinquiſh this 
malicious triumph. I am very ſure my 
ſiſter had no other view but to humble 
herſelf; I, who know her thoroughly, 
ſaw how nature firaggled in the con- 
teſt; yet, it is certain, the moſt politic 
pride would have dictated exactly the 
conduct ſhe has purſued. By having 
been beforehand with thoſe who ſought 
to mortify and abaſe her, ſhe has ne- 
deſſarily n them to anden their 
_ 505 
The ho, _ a many 5 | 
comiums on my ſiſter's ingenuouſneſs, 
turned to me, and obligingly ſaid, he 
wiſhed | 


0 62 ) 


wilhed not to divert my attention fram 
her during her illnefs, but that now ſhe 


was perfectly reſtored; he hopedT' whale 


tify the confidence he had repoſed in 

e. You know, my dear mother, my 
mitra timidity, what became of it at 
that moment J cannot teil you, but 


feeling myſelf endowed with a ſuperior» | 


ſtrength, I had the courage to throw 
myſelf at the feet of the beſt of maſters. 


Sire; faid 1, heaven is my witneſs, that 


thelively ſenſe of gratitude your 
ty's goodneſs/ inſpires me with, would 


: make me think my life a poor ſacrifice to; 
ſerve: you; that ſacrifice: I may affirm 


would be leſs the effect of duty than of 


the reſpectful attachment I bear my 
ſovereign. It is chis attachment dictates 
- the 6 objections I take the liberty 0 of 

offering. | Your kindneſs makes you 


regard my weak abilities in too favour- 


able a light; my incapacity is unknown 


to you, or you would never have raiſed 
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ing my deſerts, . My conſcience Pn 
me to entreat your majeſty, not to over- 
rate ſome appearances of virtue, which, 
contrary to my will, have impoſed 
on my too partial friends; I owe 
this teſtimony to truth, that the little 
merit I poſſeſs is to be aſeribed to the 

counſels of a mother, capable of form- 


ing the maſters of the world. Suffer 
me then to beſeech your maje ty to 


confer that honour on her you deſtined 
for me, and until her health will permit 
her to come and devote the reſt of her 
life to your ſervice, I will not refuſe to 
fill her place. Vet another favour I 
venture to ſolicit of my king; that he 


will allow me to wait her inſtructions 
before T enter on fo dreaded and ſo 
arduous an employment, and one I 


ſhould wholly renounce, did I not rely 
on the divine affiſtance, which will be 
accorded me through: the means of a 
parent, who has n to me the en 


2 divine grace. f 2 CER L t ! 3k 22 Os DONE 
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The king liſtened. ien interrupt- 
ing me, or teſtifying the leaſt impa- 
tience at an harangue that muſt doubt- | 
leſs have. appeared long and tedious, 
on account of the difficulty I found in 
arranging my | ideas : happily. for me, he 
comprehended | the language. of my 
heart, and. pardoned my fa, of” 
| expreſſion. 5 
He granted me a fortnight: torwrite to 
and receive your advice, enquired what 
prevented you from coming to us, and 
being told it was my ſon's ill health, he, 
with infinite condeſcenſion, expreſſed a 
with, that it might be ſufficientlyimproved : 
to enable you. to croſs the Alps, and 
procure him the ſight of an inſtructreſs, 
capable of forming ſuch A pupil as me, 
„Lam, obliged. to repeat his own 
words, my dear mother, for indeed be 
is deceived in me, and yau know, as well 
as myſelf, that any other would have 
done, more credit to your inſtructions. 
41 tech wa \mortified by ,the,. good 
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| opinion people obſtinately entertain of 
me, becauſe my conſcience Conviliees' 


3 me I do flet merit itz; if 15 retnonftrite- 
 wpon-it, they place tb the” necount of 
l Kemal," what” is merely an *a& of 
Jjuſtice. I have no reſource but in the i 


hope of becoming What they betjevs | | 
4 me to be, and thishope may perhaps be _ 
1 realiſed, 1 have the happineſs of || 
} Having yot with me. Von ſhall direct 
I my Corda; n. 3 my defires; 
and my won fi ing occupations; I may 
Peooſſibly then claim fine portion of the 
1 biaſes fo liberally beftowed'upon' me. 
3 I write "immediatelyon quitting the 
= Pehecz eager to obtain your advice 
3 Cconcettiltis my future behaviour. T'(halt 
3 {Urvote 5 fortnight that is granted me, 
Sa fupplicating aid from above; unite 
| . your prayers to mine, for chefike purpöle 
I, forgot to tell you that my fiſter, 
before ſhe went to Court, ſent for my 
woman, and after ſubmiſſively begging 
beer pardon for all the'trouble ſhe had 
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decaſioned her during her confinement, 
| embraced, and preſented her with a 
WW purſe containing three hundred ducats, 
| telling her at the ſame time ſhe had the 
| Count's leave for ſo. doing ; "i for, added 
without his permiſſion, 1 could not 


erer 


— 


2 


3 


4 you this ſmall token of m my grati- 
8 Ihaye nothing of my own; the 

Wo Count married me without any portion, 

78 for I was only a poor young lady. The 
wo woman ran to me, ſo. enchanted. with 

} the apology, the preſent, . and the nc le 

1 generous confeſſion, that he. Was per- 

; fectiy wild. O, my dear mother, how 

ö greatly: does this dear ſiſter excel m 


il q even in the commencement $ fab 
b per. 


„ eee ne ? Tell U me your 
5 | ſentiments on this head. 90 8 8 
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T4 AM greatly edifbd and delighted | 
8 wy dear Marchioneſs with your 
ſiſter's conduct: ſhe will excel in virtue 
1 prognoſticate, and as you juſtly obs 
ferve, ſhe begins in a manner to outdo 
you in your career. You' will oblige | 
me by entering very minutely into the 


thinks fo little- of what' the does, that 
ſhe will not name it to me. I am ſen 
fible how much ſhe will have to endure 
from the new waiting woman ſhe has 
choſen; but I think our regard for her 
Would be poorly exemplified, by de- 
Pfeing her of this method of atoning 
for her faults. There are virtues ariſing 
from oſtentation, which may do very 
well to feed and gratify our ſelf love, 
and reſpecting theſe, I would recom- 
mend her to obſerve the niceſt circum- 
Y ſpection; but for thoſe habitual virtues, 
3 WH. | vrhich 


details of her behaviour, for ſhe herſelf _ 
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which no one can witneſs,”or even ima- 
gine, conſiſting in the daily ſupport of 
our neighbour's defects, let her practiſe 
them as much as ſhe pleaſes, I ſhall not 


„„ (0 ORR LR a3 
+ Perſons of a certain rank, my daugh- 


ter, are ſurrounded” with baſe flatterers; 


ſervants applaud the foibles' and even 
vices" of their maſters, becauſe ſnch 2 
mode ufually engages their regard, and 
opens their purfes. But What a pre- 
parative for the world to come, is one of 
e harſh, perverſe, and blunt charac- 


truths! attend to the following anec- 
dote, recorded by Saint Athanaſius. © > 
ed rank, who aſpired 
to the perfection of goodneſs requeſted 
innen biſhop of Alexandria, fo gw 


that were ſupported by the church. 
The divine, who greatly eſteemed this. 


lady, ſelected one W Hori he had fe- | 
marked for ber * ſweetneſs of tem- 


panion, one of the widows 


o 


* 


6069 


per, and good education. At the ex 


piration of ſome months, he enquired 


of the lady how ſhe liked her com- 


panion. Not at all, replied ſhe. What, 
ſaid St. Athanaſius, much aſtoniſhed, 


5 can I have been miſtaken in her? Has 


ſhe been ſo imprudent as to fail in 


reſpect to you? Quite the contrary 


returned the lady; 1complain; only of 
her mildneſs and deference; hon can 


I poſſibly make any progreſs i in virtue 


with one. ſo reſpectful and ſubmiſſive? 
O, I comprehend you ſaid the Saint; 
if that be all, I will content you. 
Among the widows afore mentioned, he 
knew one who always ſaid the moſt 
harſh. and cutting things, and who took 
a pleaſure in dealing out. injurious and 


quarrelſome language. He preſented 
her to the lady, and queſtioning her 


ſome time after, upon her liking: for 


this dragon, received Fa anſwer, that 
ſhe was juſt whatſhe wiſhed: with the 


* e e, and this woman's 
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aſſiſtance, 
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aſſiſtance, J hope to arrive at a, great 
degree of patience... Your ſiſter would 


le us ſo. far reſpect her principles, 


her attendant. s Aach aint or 


. Did I not know and; exenſe. the. mo- 


5 tive that induced you to mr 
1138 old figure to the king, I ſhould reprove 


* 
P 


ntion my 


p5pou very ſeriouſly for it. What an 
i ideal to ſuppoſe, at my age I would 

ſettle at court! no my dear child, 
: Providence. has placed you there; and 


<4 


am. .. You ſhall always have my advice 


of paying you a viſit, after Which I 
will reti rn to. my T etirement and family. 
Remember my love, I have three other 
daughters, the eldeſt of whom will 
remain in the convent, till ſhe takes the 
veil, of. that. be her, deſtiny the other 
two,, 1 am in duty, bound to edue 
mel You. Will. ſay Le 
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I am ſure have made the like reply; 


as not to notice what ſhe ſuffers from 


has decreed that I ſhall remain where I 


and inſtructions, nay, I do not deſpair 
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with me, and by ſo doing, have them | 
continually under my own eye. I will 


ſtate to you the reaſons that make me 
averſe to this, and I truſt they are ſuch 
as your good ſenſe will approve. ho 
You, more than any one, are beſt 
acquainted” with the ſtraitneſs of our 


fortune. The liberality of my fons-in- 


law, has I know conſiderably improved 
our affairs, and I likewife know they 
would do ſtill more, were I inclined to 


forget they have children of their own: 
but I am more a dakine with our 
ee condition. 1294 4s 


- Your: haſbands Have bol ien tp 


your ſmall portions. to your ſiſters, and 


their brothers in advantageous- employ- 


ments, have juſt reſigned in their favour, 
all preten ions to the inheritance of 
your father. Thus circumſtanced, I 
have ſufficient wealth to ſettle them 
genteely in the country, and to make 
them perfectly happy, provided they 


can e ad the ſuperior fortunes of their 
1 . 


( +) 


| elder Gſters. Their welfave de ends on 
the moderation of py ej and 1 
they eh the poinp/ 2 Wdendaur | 
that ſurround - vou and the Counteſs. 
1 muſt not let them approaeh it too 
nearly. Nou think me neceſſary to 
our ſon the education I would give 
him, cannot go forward in the great 
world before he is expaſed to it, 
ILmuſt have time to infuſe; into 
his nd — a ſpirit of ohriſ- 
a le. ſtrong enough 
to withſtand the Aae of ex- 
ample If you wiſh it I will bring 
him to — as ſoon as his health 
vill permit, but his ſtay muſt not be 
| Jong; 1 ſhall then haſten my return 
hRMauither, and take home my daugh- 
bets. "As conſt reaſons no 1 _ 
de leder me 10 Loy of 2 in my 

| retirement... By ine ſtyle af your 

e youngeſt 
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youngeſt. lifter s letters, I can diſcern 
that their imaginations are enn 
and this in a place where they ſhould 
be inſpired with notions of — 
the longer they continue there, the 
harder will it be for me and for them 
to extirpate the ſeeds of ambition that 
have been ſown in their minds. I fore- 
ſee your reply to this. An employment 
3 that would give me conſequence at 
court, would enable me to produce 
them to advantage, and perhaps to pro- 
eure them a ſplendid eſtabliſnment. 1 
will tell you frankly, my dear Marchi- 
oneſs, I reſpected the decrees of hea- 
ven concerning your marriage, becauſe 
I myſelf had no hand in it, though I 
will own I ſhould neither have deſired 
nor choſen It. ws you "_ for theſe 


| Mitts ans Count are very- rare, ot 
would be madneſs to expect their equal 

for your lifters. -Becauſe theſe phæno- 

menas of probity and religion ſo ſeldom 
"So. 1, =E 
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found in a court, are more commonly 


to be met with in a retired ſphere 


of life; and becauſe happineſs is to- 
tally independant of great riches, and 


is much eaſier attaineg in à middle ſta- 
tion, than in exalted rank. I appeal 


to your on experience, my child, and 


to your ſiſter's. Heaven has favoured 


you both with huſbands, feletted from 
among a thouſand; I might ſay ten thou- 
fand; nothing. Of what the world thinks 
conducive to happineſs ſeemed wanting 
to your lot; and yet, ho ſmall a portion 


x -Upf ſerenity have you enjoyed! Never 


did corroding care, the venom of ambi- 
tion, of envy, diſgrace, or misfortune, 
approach you in our bliſsful and hum- 
ble dwelling; it was, you well know, 
the abode of peace and. tranquillity, and 
vou would. haye found them in eſtab- 
liſhments more ſuited to your fortunes. 
| The eroſſes you bave endured, were 
certainly in the order of a merciful | 
Providence; Jour. ſtood in need of a 
counterpoiſe. 


678 * 
evtibtorpoies Adverſity has been the 


healing medicine of your ſtate; but a 
medicine you would not have required 


in your primitive condition. I have no 


inclination to enpoſe your-ſiſters to the 
neceſſity of ſuch bitter remedies. Were 


a prince in their offer without my inter- 


ference, I would ſhut my eyes to the 
1 dangers of their elevation, as I have 
done to yours: I would roufe up my 
faith to believe, that God, Who had raiſed 5 
them to it, would ſuſtain them by his 
grace; in ſhort, I would ſupport their | 


exaltation, but I would not ſeek it. 


I think you have too much good 
ſenſe not to enter into my ideas. 


You deſire my advice oh the impor- 


tant truſt you are going to undertake. 
I will not diſſemble with you that I 
think it a very arduous one indeed. 
There is one thing can alleviate it, 
which is, that from all IJ have heard of 
your king, I conſider him ſuperior to 
he uſual' faults of his rank and ſta- 
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on; a a fuperiority; owing as much to 
Ki th i1 ianity as to his good diſpoſi- 


tion. It is too often the caſe, that 


tho entruſted with the education of 
the - great, muſt look for commenda- 


tion only, as they render themſelves un- 


worthy of their employment: it be- 


171 comes a ſource of the bittereſt chagrins 
for ſuch as are worthy of it, and their 
4 pupils hatred is moſt commonly the ſa- 


lary, the only one on which they can 
depend, under circumſtances very dif- 
ficult to be conciliated. I know that 


| your princeſſes have excellent diſpoſi- 


tions, which will render your taſk eaſy 
and delightful, if they liſten to yourſelf 


| alone; but how is it poſſible to elude 


crowd of paraſites who are ever 


upon the watch to pervert the beſt of 


charafters? Yet, in ſpite of all the un- 


pleaſantneſs that muſt neceſſarily be 


your lot, there is ſtill a ſatisfaction left 


t which no one can take from you ; this 


iy the reflection of having fulfilled your 
« ty, 


1 


duty, and this alone would. be ſuffici- 
ent to compenſate for all your. trou- 
bles, however great they might be. 
The firſt leſſon to be inculcated in the 
* 4 of princes, is a right notion of 
what they are both towards God and 
towards men. The homage offered 
them from their cradle, tends to per- 
ſuade them they are of a ſuperior na- 
ture to the reſt of mankind, and that 
their rank entitles them to the conſide 
ration of the ſupreme being himſelf. * 
ſhall never forget a ſentence your father 
heard from the mouth of a Dutcheſs, and 
by which only himſelf, and one other 
perſon in a numerous company, appear- 
ed ſhocked. This other perſon, | who 
was a lady of exalted piety, was de- 
ploring the everlaſting fate of a great 
Prince, whom. ſudden death had de- 
prived of the opportunity of imploring 
mercy and forgiveneſs for a licentious- 
and vicious life. Madam, ſaid the Du- 
cheſs, believe me, Ba will think twice 
| before 
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(4). 
efors' he condemns a man of his con- 
quence: ae ee none a he 


like opinion. S en 
Have we not * of a nigh monarch 


zing much ſurpriſed at the temerity of a 
confeſſor, who refuſed abſolution to 


Ris miſtreſs, being only a fimple cus 
rate He confulted Monſ. Bouſſet and 
Monſ. de Beauvillers to know if the 
curate had: a right ſo to do; it is true 


he ſubmitted to the teſtimony of theſe 
two exalted characters, and commended 


the holy man's conduct when he knew 
he had not exgeeded his power; but it 


ſhould ſeem; till then, he was ignorant 


that the birth and ſplendor of the great 


will not exempt them in the eyes of the 
King of Kings; till then he thought 


the throne diſpenſed him from ob- 
ferving thoſe laws to which others 


were ſubſervient. Let the mother of 
this monarch was pious, and doubtleſs 


had inſtructed him on this moſt impor- 
tant article; but her leſſons had been 


. « 4 


too 


( 79 ) 


too ſuperficial to make him eapable of 


withſtanding the eloquence of flattery; 


beſides, in many points, her conduct 


diſagreed with her precepts. She loved 
the kin g to ſuch an exceſs, ſays Madame 


de Motteville, that ſhe told her ſecond 
ſon ſhe ſhould take the elder's part 
againſt him, even though he were in 


the wrong. Was not this inſinuating 


to the young monarch that the rules of 


juſtice and equity were not made for 


him? Now theſe inſinuations, however 
trifling they may appear, make a far 


more durable impreſſion, than do the 


beſt of principles, however ſtrongly en- 
forced by precept, becauſe they favour 
the unhappy tendency as man. to throw 
Oy yoke of duty. O Adi 
My child will not fall interthis- error: 


ſhe will carefully and emphatically in- 


Eulcate on her young and illuſtrious pu- 
pils, thoſe noble ſentiments of David, 
which he was not aſhamed to expreſs 
0 the inſolent Michal, who. blamed 


him 
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0 God, and pretended he had debaſed 


CA» 
I or the public homage bois dere 


himſelf in the eyes of his people. 


26:1Onh-chhomkoiney/f rod mui; Abe be 


Lord, who has preferred me to your father 
to give me the kingdom of Iſrael? She will 


point out to their obſervation, that the 


Almighty chaſtiſed the ridiculous: and 


flicted her with barrenneſs, ſays the 
Scripture, that ſhe might not bring into 


the world any children to reſemble her. 


But the mere repetition of theſe in- 


| ſtructions will not ſuffice; you muſt do 


all in your power to impreſs them on 


their hearts, and the moſt efficacious way 
for attaining this rl is, to convince 


—- 
* *. 0 


their underſtandings.” A principle, ari- 
fi ng from perfect corvickion, is indelible. 


You muſt therefore take every opportu- 


nity of perſuading them, that as they are 
formed of the ſame materials as the 
meaneſt of their father's ſubjetts, ſo they 
have "nothing according to nature” that 


Me. diſtinguiſhes 


miſplaced pride of this woman; he af- 


U 


are deſtined for 


S x ey ie $2" ; 


(En 


iſtinguiſhes them from them. Cold, 
u, pain, ſiokneſs, and death, reſpect 


not their dignity; they are ſubje er to che i 
calamities incident to humanity; inthis 
therefore they are upon a level with the 
_ reſt of mankind, and like them alſo, are 
in- abſolute dependance on the Supreme 
Being, in whoſe ſight all their | magnifi 
cence is as àn atom, and by whom they 
are undiſtinguiſhed in the diſpenſations 


of his grace. The pooreſt beggar, the 


' loweſt mechanic, were with them made 
children of God by baptiſm, members 
of Chriſt Jeſus, and temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt. With them they have the word 
of God to enlighten, repentance to pu- 


rify, and the bleſſed Euchariſt tonouriſh 
them to life eternal. With them they 


ſuperiors. . 
If God hews any preference to the 


rich or poor, it is wholly in favour of 
the oe hon, he eds to eheriſh 3 in 
ii, 3. pe- 


e — 6. Ant a * 


a place i in heaven, where 
they will be. their qual, Perhaps their 
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A peouliar manner. * hath put Aub 


the mighty from their ſeats; ſays David, 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

he Pſalms are full of this pious king's 
exclamations on the miſery of the inſo- 
lent great. Vou muſt have them ex- 
trated, and make the princeſſes learn 
Dam. by e ame to N the 


when he hed 9 with. the eee 
tion of God's commandment. I loaded _ 
thee With wealth. and honours, and I would 
wer: have given thee. ſuch and hf | 
ve all the:reft, aud 
zer ho l, broken my lap. 
Voumuſt continually remind theas that 
their rank gives them no privilege, no 
exemption from the obſervance of God's 
ſtatutes. Nothing ſhould leflen their per- 
"formance of theſe duties, they have even 
. ſtronger motives to practiſe them, than 
thoſe of inferior ſtations 3 becauſe God 
frequently chaſtiſes the crimes of princes 
ing Pe and ſignal mannerz one ms 
mils ©: truly 


} 


ma) 


truly ſay he is more indulgent to the 


poor and needy. Read how he puniſhes. 
the diſobedience of Saul, the-obſtinacy 


of David in numbering the pale: the, 


_ vanity of Hezekiah, &c. 
A thought ſtrikes me, my dear Miri 
Sanft ; ſuppoſe you were to get 


extracted from the Scriptures and 
Pfſalms all the paſſages at which I have“ 
hinted, together with the different pu- 


niſhments the Lord has inflicted on 


kings : theſe extracts you might have 


printed, and make uſe of this book to 
teach your princeſſes to read in order 
that theſe divine truths, by frequent re- 
petition, may ſink deep into their hearts, 
and be incorporated with them. 

The king cannot fail of approving 
this method; his religion will demon- 


ſtrate its utility, and you will thus ef 


fectually inſtruct. your pupils in what 
they owe to God, as creatures, and as. 
belonging to the throne, on which al- 
liances may one day place them. After 
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abditeipberan: knowledge; of what the * 
are with reſpect to their Maker, it is 
requiſite they ſhould learn what they 
ane to be towards re e crea- 


— 


Niorbing een in OY nie without 


the wiſe interpoſition of Providence. 
Out of every occurrence it can bring 


forth good, even out of the vices of men, 


for the perfection of his work, and the 


benefit of the univerſe. Ambition firſt 
made kings; ambition is certainly an 
od makes his inſtru- 


evil, yet this evil 
ment to introduce order amongſt men. 


He few princes learn this great truth! 
A s ſoon as they are capable of judging 
| out of the 


br themſelyes, and are com 
Hands of thoſe entruſted with their edu- 
cation, but who have perverted their in- 


elinations, were they to be-aſked, Is it 
#blefling to be born a king? they would 
: reply, either by words or actions, aecord- 


ing to the ideas they had imbibed, yes, 


re 'A Kin g is rich, wears 
ler 1 _ 
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| fplendid -apparel, and lives RN every 
ts him, no. one. dares to con- 


one ref 


tradiet bim: : he never controuls himſelf 


for any body, and all are under controul 
to him. If he does wrong, thoſe ap- 
pointed to judge other men cannot mo | 


* him. 3 
T0 thoſe: you are to inſtruct, 1284 who 
may in time become queens, teach a 


very different catechiſm, that they, upon 
being aſked the ſame queſtion, may an- 
fwer; doubtleſs there are numberleſs 
maſmuch as it enables the poſſeſſor to 


vantages are conſiderably overbal anced 


by the evils inſeparably attached to kingly 


power. The great never do all the good 
they wiſh, and often occaſien miſchief 
they never intended. They cannot make 
one happy, without rendering a hundred 
wretched; flattery forms around them 
a thick eloud, through which truth can- 

not 1 2 is Weir gifts alone are 


Fhnele a valued; 
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valued; they cannot hope to dad dune 
real friend; their rank, their favours at- 
tract regard, not their perſons. Their 
ä faults cannot be concealed, allare known, 


exaggerated; and at the final judgment 


of the world, they will hear themſelves 
accuſed of a multitude of crimes 'they 
| have occaſioned, either by their bad ex, 
amples, their ignorance, or their neg- _ 


tet. The divine law is much more dif- 


ficult for them to practiſe, than for other 
men; what continual violence muſt they 
do their inclinations to preſerve humi- 
lity in the midſt of honours and adula- 
tion! forbearance in the midſt of riches, 
temperanceamiditcontinualfeaſts! They 
may be truly ſaid to be like Tantalus, 
ſurrounded with falſe pleaſures, afraid 
of touching them, left they ſhould ſally 


the purity of the chriſtian character, or 


run the riſk ef loſing their ſoul, by 


plunging into the enjoyment of them. 


My dear brother, ſaid one of the - 


bine. of F rance (whom. heaven 
| . ſnatched 


a 


6 


„ 
fnatched away in the bloom of life) to 
the Dauphin; our condition is a very 
wretched one, inaſmuch as we continue 
1 in our errors, and no one loves us ſuf - 
ficiently to warn us againſt, them. 
This is the grand misfortune, for which 
you muſt prepare your pupils. Be not 
afraid of raiſing their fears, there will 
be people enough about them to diſpel 
-them. Repeatedly obſerve to them that 
the means of converting into a bleſſing, 
the misfortune of being born a princeſs, 
is to do all the good in their power, as I 
| have already. ſaid, and point out to them 
the various kinds of good they are ob» 
„dees and indeed may perform. 
The firſt and moſt important is a good 
| . Well may it be ſaid, the 
manners of the people capers on Ghote 
of the:great.  —- 
They muſt edify by t their behanionel in 
ahi houſe of God. If they there con- 
duct themſelves with decorum and re- 
ſpect; if they never ſuffer themſelves to 
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talk z if they oiuglaricty fervour and at- 
tention ; cho will dare commit any irre- 
vereneies? They muſt edify likewiſe in 
- converſation./// If they never indulge 


themſelves in ſuch, as may wound the 
ears of charity and decency, if they with- 
hold their favour and eſteem from ſuch 
as deviate from the rules they tbemſelves 
obſerve, they will ſoon put to ſilence 


ander, calumny, and indecent language. 


They ought alſo to ſet the example 
of moderation and modeſty in dreſs. 


Though their rank obliges them to dreſs 
"magnificently, it does not require them 
to follow thoſe faſhions- that militate 
againſt female delieacy. It is for them 
to ſet the on; and they will effectually 
do it. If, in their eirele, they teſtify a 


Apo contemꝑt for a. woman Who 


expoſes her boſom, if they turn away 


with ſilent indignation from ſuch as dare 
appear before them in this ſtate, they 


Will ſoon put to flight thoſe nudities that 


are incompatible;weith. the ſanctity of 
21 _— 


ITE ts I ' ; 


(% h 
chriſtianity, and thatchaſte decorumthat' 
ought to 1 en eee 
r Libs flom ad Levine 
Warn your 1 to ſhut their ears 
to flatterers; convince them thoroughly 
that adulation is a real inſult. 1 
will praiſe them to exceſs, only becauſe 
they think them filly enough to be Sin 
tied with ſuch incenſe; or that they 
will repay it with their confidence or 
gifts. Let them from the firſt expreſs 
a decided averſion for this meanneſs, 
and they will force all Who approach 
them to ſeck their favour by more ho- 
f nourable methods. Let them be deaf 
| to every flanderous report, and if they 
di.ſcever that any one has attempted to 
deceive them for the ruin of another, let 
them publickly baniſh the tradueer from 
their preſence, thereby to nene 
others from the ſame offence. ** 
Inculcate this important maxim on 
their minds, that high birth, and ele- 
e _—_— n be to the po. 
3 ſeſſors 
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ſeſſors acentives:! to virtue N piety; Sg. 
but endeavour at the ſame time to give 


them a right idea of the ſort of piety: 


proper for a queen or princeſs. There 


have been more than one, who from a 
mifplaced. devotion and overatted ſanc- 
tity (and ſuch-it muſt be if it prevents 
their fulfilling the duties of their ſtation) 


have alienated their conſort's affetions, 
and precipitated them into * 


and diſſipation. 
It would require a W my 3 


child, to enter into every minutiæ of 


your employment. I muſt leave the reſt 
to your own prudence, and more efpe- 
cially to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 


conſtantly implore. It will be this ſpi- 


rit rather than your own induſtry. or abi- 


lity, that can convey your leſſons to the 


hearts of your pupils, and cauſe the good 
grain to take unt and ein a bun. 
Wer — l 

Farewel, 


Wn 
Farewel, my love; write to me upon 
bees gehen and every doubt; not 
that 1 think myſelf ſufficient to extri- 
cate you; but the God, who is the 
author and lover of order, will bleſs the 


confidence of a child in its parent, and 
will recompenſe you with the know- 
ledge in which I may be deficient,. but 
which I'truft in his divine {goodneſs to 


beſtow in proportion to your neceſſities; 
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" KNOW not how to ſummon refolu- 

tion ſufficient to acquaint you with 
me dreadful and fatal ſtroke, the hand 
of heaven has thought fit to inflict. 
My poor ſiſter, too much overcome with 
her misfortune to be able to write her- 
felf, has commiffioned me to impart 
the ſad intelligence. We have loſt the 
1 Marquis, 'my dear mother, but the 
. | —- „ direful 


(9) 


direful moment that ſnatched him from 
us, Was Preceded by. Fircuraſances du 2 
rg of Jan” This "trial. Was lone 
wanting to my fiſter's ſanctity. Were 
it not for the perfect reſignation to 
which me has es C. herſelf in 
every inſtance of her life, you would 
now have to mourn her loſs, as well as 
| that of her buſband z Ant gies 15 
her ſupport. 

It! is ſcarce poſſible not to think our . 
err Marquis had ſome preſentiment 

> of his approacking diffotution ;. he con- 
verſed upon. it freely for near a month 
paſt, though he. owned he was never 
better in health. The three laſt after⸗ 
noons of his life he went out without Fo 
our, . having the ſmalleſt ſuſpi piczon, of his 
okenpation, . 3, | 
| Four days ago "bp valet brought 
him, as uſual, the broth. he takes i nx. 
morn ing. 7 You, know he always 0 


"4 F 3H 
and accordingly told bim be would not 
drink it then, as he was going to finiſh 
a general confeſſion he had felt a ſtrong 
inclination to make; that afterwards, 
he hoped to receive the ſacrament, and 
then go to his lawyer's to ſign his will, 
which he had altered _ the preceding 
E evening. "Good God! Sir, ſaid. the 
valet; with tears in his eyes, wherefore _ 
all this ſad precaution 3 are you ill ? 
My poor fellow, replied the Marguis, 
I affute thee I never was better; but 
the prophet tells us, that life borders 
upon death, and I am reſolved i in future by 
never to begin a day without reflecting 
it may be my laſt; this precaution will 
not haſten death, and is a ſure means 
of living well. For the reſt, added he, 
tell the family I cannot dine to-day 
where they are invited, they keep too 
late hours for a man who will be faſt- 
ing, and beſides, I have dedicated the” 
whole of it to reflection and prayer. 
Thou wilt inform the Marchioneſs that 
[ 1 abſolutely 
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1 abſolutely inſiſt on her not brealing 
her party, and that ſhe will diſoblige 
me extremely by thinking of it. Have 
a pullet and my foup ns: _— me 
alen my return. 

My fiſter was engaged in How: uſual 
Wem on the princeſſes; the valet 
therefore went to her, and ſo poſitively | 
and repeatedly aſſured her that his 
maſter wiſhed her to go tb the Count 
Ds, where we were all to dine, 
that he at length perſuaded her to 
comply. I drefſed myſelf in the ſame 
intention, and, upon entering the Mar- 
quis's room, found him at his deſſert. 
Surpriſed at the change he had made 
in our party, I enquired: the cauſe, and 
expreſſed my fears that he was unwell. 
Diſmiſs your apprehenſions, he replied, 
(or ſome time paſt I have ſlept eight 
hours without waking ; I have kept to 
this regimen of my chicken and ſoup, 
and my pulſe is like that of an infant. 
. 6 being. he ! out his hand to me, 
2 ; and, 
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and, in the ſame moment, fell back in 
his chair and expired. My ſcreams, 
Noon brought the whole houſe into the 
apartment: prieſts and Phyficians were 
fetched; alas! all in vain, for he was 
no more. My huſband, who was witneſs 
to this melancholy ſcene, fell into a 
ſtate little ſhort of death, and I myſelf 
vas -ſo overcome, fo terrified at what 
had paſſed, that nothing but the 
thoughts of my poor ſiſter e 
my ſcattered fpirits. 
I had the: Count carried to my own 
ret and diſpatched a footman | 
to my ſiſter, entreating her to come to 5 Hi 
me, for that he had been ſeized with a 
fainting fit, which prevented Our join- | FR 
ing her. During this interval the 
Count recovered. his ſenſes, and I in- 
ſtantly convinced him how important it 
was to prepare the Marchioneſs by 
degrees for the knowledge of her mis- 
fortune. She came in juſt after, and 
the Marquis's valet having told her he . 
Was to be abſent the whole afternoon, 
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the x was not alarmed at his non-appear- 
ance, but inſiſted upon his being quick- 
1y appriſed of his friends ſituation. . He 
has been very ill indeed then, ſaid ſhe, 
_ ſeeing, us all in tears, and perceiving 
his confeſſor, who is-the general one of 
the family. The Phyſician, , who had 
had his intruQtions, told her he was not 
abſol nd out of danger, w which threw 
the poor Marchioneſs into inexpreſſible 
Not the ſad prelude of what ſhe was 
afterwards to endure, - My grief, alas! 
exceeded hers; in the evil ſhe dreaded, 
there was ſtill ſome hope, bat * lofs | 
I deplored was irreparable. 5 

The confeſſor taking her aſide, * 
bought her not to flatter herſelf, for the 
doctor aſſured him the malady would 


be fatal. For God's ſake, Madam, 


ſaid he, rouſe up your fortitude and 
religion to conſole your afflicted ſiſter. 
You muſt now prove the truth of 


198 Paul's doctrine, that chriſtians do 
not mourn their rations like Pagans, . 


from 


(9) 
from the certainty chat what is actual 


death to the infidel, is to them only a 
temporary ſleep I and the paſſage to a 


better world. will go and ſtay by the 


Ack man, while you retire with the 


Counteſs, and force your own grief to 
ſilence, while you ſet before ber eyes 


every motive of ſubmiſſion to the divine 
will your faith can ſuggeſt. She an- 
ſwered only by a ſigh, and raiſing her 
5 h_ and kak to "heaven, and ſuffer- 


cloſet; whither 1 usr her, che ſpoke. 
ſo foreibly®# 


above. What were my emotions all 


tllis Time! T cannot deſcribe, you will 
beſf* conceive them, a The trial to Which 
we were expoling this too fuſceptible 
heart, made me ſhudder with dread of 
when ſhe. became e. 


her fufferiuge 
r Sith her loſs. * 
en III. ＋ aw 


during an hour we were 
there, of the reſignation I owed to 
God, that he ſeemed inſpired from | 
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treme lethargy ſamelſedes has all is 
9 8 of death. 15 Was therefore 


11 * 171 5 
3 T 


all .in my power to retain in my 


as poſſible, to give thoſe 


ol 972 


* 


the leaſt ayail. 8 


The doctor preſſed n me to take a 


$ WF 


experiment that Fouls be e of 


Cordial to reyiye my ſpirits, and the 
| Marchioneſs t to induce me, conſented to 


s 


ſet me the example: ſhe enquired every 
moment. if the people were returned, 
whom ſhe had diſpatched to ſeek the 
1 arquis, and was. wretched at the idea 
of the effect this calamity might have 
upon him. I, Was engaged in ſuppli- 
cating the Almighty to aſſiſt me in 
diſcovering the truth to her, when 1 
heard loud, cries s all over. the houſe, and 
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amidſt the confuſion of voices, diſ- 
cerned, the Marquis i is not dead, he has | 
moyed. My ſiſter, who heard it at the 
ſame inſtant, flew to the door with . 
ſuch velocity, that it was impoſſible 
to ſtop her, and ruſhing” through the 
crowd of domeſtics that ſurrounded 
the bed, ſhe threw herſelf on the 
body, and ſunk W W male _ 

motion. 34 
They Faniperteck bs to my room, 
and put her to bed without her reco- 
vering her. ſenſes, | and it was ſome 
hours before ſhe opened her e eyes. We 
kept up the idea of her huſband's being 
ſtill alive, and that a violent attack 
of an apoplexy, had made us believe 
he was dead. Her firſt care Was for 
- his: ſoul; the confeſſor, who continued 
by her all the time, reaſſured 1er 
relating the manner of his death a8 8 1 | 
told it you. in the beginning of chis 
letter. _ He enlarged. upon the ſtrictne fs 
and 1 0 with which be had fulfilled 
F 2 | every 


„ 


III — 
= — — 
Wy OI 


2 n+ 4 
—— 


2 +” _ 
— — 
— — who 
ad D K * ; 0 * . 


r on Borne ran ir ei wo” oo 94, es 2 Re ot 


: 
4 
F, 
2 
p 3 
"WM 
+ 
* 
* * 
[4 : - \ 
5: 1 "Mm. 
[ + 
70 
” 
i 
160 0 
4:39 
79 . 3 4 
1 
7 1. 
48 

Þ 
7 
. 

* 
Mi 14 
__ 

+. 
17 * * 
0 
1 
in 
Wn | 

1 1 
1 
18 14 
1 I g 
. 1 

1 
-$ 1 
"149 y< 
r 
7 1 i 4 

+1 = * 
; : 

3 

* . 

1 & 
1% : 
| 3 

\ 1 
+ "= . 


— 


(e 


every duty, though. ignorant A; the 
prompt neceſfty for ſo doing. e 
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gh, and. finding ſhe cout not lan 
permiſſion to be by the Marquis, ſhe 
cloſed. her eyes, and prayed inwardly 
with a fervency that would have melted 
the hardeſt heart. From time to time 
| the ſtopped, to enquire. after her huf- 
band; and the Count thought it would 
be beſt to profit by the moment when 
her mind was ſtrengthened by prayer, 
to inflift the terrible blow, which, ſooner 
or. later ſhe muſt . receive. ur ſile 
therefore to her laſt enquiry, informe 
her of the. truth. pf trembled for the 
conſequences ; but I knew little of 
the power of faith when I dreaded 


| them from her. It was to the Almi rhty 


3s > wo * 


y afflicted fiſter addreſſed herſeif, 2 and 


for more than a. quarter of an ho 


hs face ificed to him what was Pr 
to her on cart in ſuch moving terms, 
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phyſicians.” 4 =P I 3 eee brine 
They, judged. it n gh 
her, and ſhe preſented her arm without 
the ſmalleft oppoſition. . The fountain 
of her tears was dried up, and the 
teſtißeg fuch outward compoſure, that 
one- might have doubted if ſh ſhe. s had 
known i der tert, 3 5a 0 br 
As ſoon as they had tied her arm, ſhe 
addreſſed the Count in theſe words. 


My d | dear friend, I have two favours to 


* * 


0 


* 


requeſt of vou, which | ; aſſure re 500 
beforchand, by refuſing to grant, "you 


vill deprive me of the dau conſolation 
in your 5 to beſtow. 200; e (Fs 


t words; the 


* 

= on 

* 1 
* 


'is, to permit me to approach 
| his much loved | remains. The reſult of 


this condeſcenſion, you need not appre- 
bend; perſuaded 8 1 am, that he is 
now in the boſom of | | 
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the. motives for grief on one har 
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bluſh + to ſhow. m yſelf unworthy by ia im 
1 burſts of woe, of baving 4 


in 


a predeſtined bleſſed ſpirit. 
1 ſhall not contemplate his body under 
the fatal aſpect of death; I ſhall behold 
It glorious and- immortal; 17 55 ſuch. as I 
hope to ſee it at the laſt d d ay: this 
gratification oply i is able to 'te ſtore j Peace 
to my ſoul. 8 

For ſome time they Actiberated whe- 
ther, to comply with her requeſt; at 
length the Count and her confeſſor 
determined to ſatisfy her wiſhes, and 
the eyent. juſtified their indulgence. 8 

The valet was called i in, who, 1 
13 in tears, related his converſation with 
his maſter in the morning of that day; 3 
* then. ſummoning all my reſolution, : 
recounted, the incidents immediately 
preceding his diſſolution, and the laſt 
words he uttered. She liſtened. with 
an eager, but placid. attention; as if 


deſirous of collecting in her mind all 


— 


rr. 
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and reſignation on the other,, She then 
role, and with a ſteady ſtep, proceeded 
to. the Marquis's apartment ; * where, 


dS 3» 4% 3 4 $ 


falling on her knees at his bedlide, and __. BM 
reſpectfully killing his hand, fixing her —_ ͤ — 
eyes on his face, which the horrors of 0. 
E death had: ſpared, ſhe prayed 1 in filence 1 
with a zeal and fervour that muſt. have 1 
ſoftened heaven i in his favour, had 3 Bf 
vet any errors that remained .o 


expiated. Sbe ſeemed herſelf p 
ſuaded of it; her face, before pale 160 


9 


dying, by degrees reanimated, and turn- 
ing towards us With a countenance —_ 
where ſhone all the brilliancy of faith 


$-# | 34.5 


. and hope; : he is happy, faid ſhe; let us 
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da y of his triuwpt b. He gave to eat to 
} > c ff * 

h us Chriſt, when ne Wa as Hungry”; he 


7411 37 


3 cloth hed him w den, he Was naked, he 
3 viſited, him when he. was kick; and't ſhe 1 
God of all,  goodneſ; ſs. ang bo cence, | Pl 
| whom. we (cannot 05 rpaſs nei equal in 
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work; 
him ; the other part till lingers i in this 


_ expoſed to the perils of a ſtormy ſed. 


\ Or 
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life, by inſpiring the ede 
nailing: himſelf Fith his IS | maker, 
dyrin 8 his few remaining days 83 and at. 
the. inſtant when his ſoul left the body, 
he ſaid 5 COME thou blefled of my father, 
and poſſeſs the kingdom prepared 

os thee from all eternity. O bliſs un- 
ſpeskable] O glory not to be con- 
ceived mmi we God complete thy 
hou haſt crowned but a part of 


3 10 


valley of tears: ſhorten the period of 
ber exile, or if thy wiſdom ſees, fit to 
prolong it, grant that I may be unal- 
terably united to that half of myſelf, 
which has no other occupation r to 
adore thee, and ſing thy praiſes. 
N thou, deareſt huſband, h happy; 

the boſom. of thy God, forget not 
thy afeled wife, whom thou haſt left 


Thou art now convinced I never deſired 
for thee auht but the glory thou haſt, 


attained ; the ſalvation of my own ſoul 


wat 
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was not dearer to me than thine ; It 
was. the end of all my thoughts, words, 

actions 8, and prayers. I feel that death 
has not diſſolved our connection g the 
affection I bore thee was ſtronger than 
death itſelf. Thou loveſt me ſtill; thou 
wilt never quit the throne of God, but 
wilt, without ceaſing, make interceſſion 
for me; thou wilt adore him, love him, 
return him thanks in my name, and 
wilt be a mediator for me till that 


happy m moment that ſhall reunite us s'for ; 


. ever. AED 

ora who hy d Ar the 1 200 
nothing leſs than ihclined to believe 
in fupernatural things; yet, whether my 
imagination was inflamed by my fiſter's 
language, or whether it pleaſed heaven, 
by: a viſible fign, to conſole and fortify 
this heroic! chriſtian, certain it is, we 
thought we perceived a motion in that 
cold and lifeleſs hand, on which ſhe 
had preſſed her lips, as if to teſtify his 


confent”"46 the prayers 17 Had offered 
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up. My ſiſter Gy believes this mY 
cle, and another, which I regard "as 
Bret. ne "Muſk" 3 to all Who 


10 kimi, 1 reſery 
hit an hour with 'the 
| And dignity; or IE g e vou bu x 
Part of her words:: 
an he tas niaterruptbd by the la _ 1 
WhO had heard of our loſs, and Who 
dame to propoſe the opening of the 
will I ſend you a copy of it, my dear 
mother; it is worthy of being tranſmit- 
ted to our great grand children 
We kept the Marquis's body three 
days, on account of his ſudden death, 
wh ich we. paſſed round the bed 5 my 
fiſter could not be prevailed on to ſtir 
from it, e cept to take a few hours reſt. 
Some friends Who came to condole 
with her, returned home full of admi- 
ration at her fortitude, faith, and com- 
poſed grief, and ſome, actually ſmiting 
their breaſts. 5 had the good- 


Mo | 1 neſs 


(7). 


wh TIP ig viſit hei . firſt 
moments: and the e mediately 
after the funeral Pomp. Went, to thank 


him in the;Marchigneſs! 's ,name; and to 


re veſt, permiſſion to conduct her to 
N vqur, retirement, where ſhe wiſhes to 
ſpend. the time of her mourning; and 


to ſpare you the ſurpriſe of her ſudden 


appearance, Tt: have ſurmounted my 
own grief to give you this detail. I do 
not much inſiſt upon accompanying her, 
das my Ac dyanced, pregnancy makes it my 
5 duty to be careful of: myſelf, and beſides, 
this, place affords.me: many; advantages 


1 I ;couldonot reap with you. I am here 


moſt,” completely humbled, for not a 


day paſſes, but offers me ſome oppor- 


tunity of vanquiſhing my pride: it 


ſeems as if every body had forgotten 


tbe . distates of humanity in my behalf, 
and. took a pleafure in mortifying me; 


Some little time ago a lady ſaid to me» 


good heavens! how. ſhocking to have 
| bean ee e circumſtances! as 
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thoſe Mou __ laboured under; OE is 
r child d. will 
in the firſt 


bre of vexation I ſhould have flown 


at her with fury; but God fuſtained 


me, and 1 anſwered with moderation; 


do not be alarmed, my malady did not 
proceed from {any derangement of my 
faculties, but from the violence of my 
paſſions, and I truſt the Almighty's 


mercy will preſerve my child's head 


being affected by it. So much 


| his Tonka by his grace to reſiſt; this 


temptation to anger, that the ſame lady 
having praiſed a piece of poreelain that 
ſtood in my room, I felt a real pleaſure 
in preſenting her wih it, as an acknow- 


ledgment for the ſervice the had ifen- 
. dered me. mi dt ghimoood 


11. made uſe wh then en ee 
pomp, in ſpeaking of the laſt duties 


paid to- the Marquis; but they were 


inſiſted' upon His: Jaſt+ wiſhes in this 
_ reſpect: being ſcrupulouſly adhered to. 
err 


1 Ef 101 25 R 
1 1 0 ob Klee 
Mil an 


12 i»; S&T >« 


IN the Ame ef de ock eh 
Trinity, whom 1 love and 'advre with 
all my ſoul and ſtrength, 1 profeſs that 
Tdie in the faith of the holy catholic 
and | apoſtolic church" believing with 
heart and mind all that it beaches, as 
dhe organ of the holy ſpirit. 
I leave to Madame du Montier, my 
Fre" refpected mother. in- aw, twenty 
thouſand livres once paid,|'as an "a6 
knowledgment for the ſervice ſne has 
done me ever ſince my conneAtion with 
her family, but more eſpecially inthe 
laſt inſtance, in opening my eyes to a 
paſſion of which I was in danger of 
becoming the victim. 
To each of my unmarried ſiſtersl in- 
law, I leave five thouſand livres; to my 
Valet de chambre three hundred livres 
a. year, and I recommend him to the 
Wr e 7 * each Rk por we 
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domeſtles a recompence which I ſubmit 


to her-diſcretion, whom;I make ſole heir 


_ of all that appertains to me at the day 


of my ;death ;, being willing that my 
fan, aan: een, Fang g on ber 

. am nc 69 1 the 
fats; of this dear child, well knowing 


4 cannot. better enſure; his welfare, than 
by committing.) him, to the guidance of 


ſuch a mother. Bb Srmabetl or Sod 1 
0 ſeriouſly. refleted o n this pre- 
; I thou haſt much, give * fully, 
7 44 help acknowledging that hi- 
therto my alms have been too moderate. 
1 herefore from henceforth .I deſtine t the 


| half of my revenue to the poor. If by 5 
any accident I ſhould, loſe, this half, 1 


muſt retrench my expences and for the 
future will do that for the love gi God, 


1owf then do. from neceſſity. pL 


If I die, Lrequeſt, the: e to 
Lok e from my income wherewith to ſub- 
ſiſt her Reue genicelly; and I wich the 


Aid f ; overplus 


{ ar” } 


ee be expended in good works, 
rather than hoarded up. My wealth, 


as it is at preſent, will ſuffice for my 
ſon, ee eee and if he is 
not, it will be much too confiderable; 
J therefore exhort the Marchjozbfs: to 
leave him no more than ſhe ſhall judge 
him capable of making a right uſe of- 
I deſire to be buried like the poor; 
and that no more than fifty livres be ſpent 
on my interment. There will not be 
any ready money found at my deceaſe, 
for I have diſpoſed of twenty-five thou- 
ſand livres L had by me, as a reſtitution 
to the poor; and in future the overplus 
of my expences ſhall be dedicated to 
them; excepting fifty piſtoles of Pied- 
mont, which ſhall a — for way 
urgent occaſion .. 
ab recommend: my wike and | fo _ 
proteftion of the Count; may he next 
o God be their friend and parent. 1 
leave him no legacy, neither to the 
| n for I couldinot do it; without 
«91300 | Teronamnng | 


F 1 12 *; 
— "aA the poor, "for 8 the 
Alan ghty has ivſpired 1 me with ſuch a 
reo V ation of kindneſs, that I could wiſh - 

to'pive them whatever exceeds the fim- * 
ple neceflaries of life, and it is only i in 
compliance with the advice of my di- 
reAor, that I reſerve ſufficient to fop- 
port my rank. 

I exhort my ſon to preſerve for. his 
mother and grandmother, the great re- Z 
ſpett I have endeavoured to inſpire him 
| with: Tet him remember that all is va- 
ar. and vexation of ſpirit, ſave loving 

ari ſerving God. How gladly . 1 
blot out with my blood the great n | 
ber of years 1 have ſacrificed to ality; 
Inutility, and vice. I have paſſed in the : 
world fot an honeſt man, and have ful. | 
filled the idea co ommonly. annexed to this 4 
character by men, but I confeſs that 
in the ſight of my Creator, 1 am a guilty 
wretch, having no hope but in his mer- 
cy. I wanted a chriſtian education; my 
fon will not have this excuſe; and ſhould 


be 


e 


1 


TS 


. nz * 2 | 
8 1 18 *. „10 Ir} ] "44 {7 1212 18 
he be fo unhappy. as to en, ve e from a 15 


— priggiples inftilled inte his, x ming, nd. 
J renounce him for 1 my. child; and I affix ,, 


* 4 4.2 4 
my laſt benediction on bim, accordin J 
to the obedience. he ſhews to his vir- 
tuous mother, and bis reſpeclable grand- | 
mother. 5 ee Bs 

214 iti toi x5 3 


5 1 fatter my | felf, my y dear 
+ eruſal « ; of this will make the like 


fiſter, 8. baſten "Re fend it you, 


impreſſion 9 on vou it, has done on my „ 


8 1 
3 ? 


x thou 
copy with ber. 15 80 


F 49 144284 


- 
Ti 
2. * 


evening 1 0 his death, and what 
he had reſolyed 1 perform had life been 
longer lent. him Will you not ſay with 


the boſom of G 
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ni Hon the Cont to the d, 


ee e 20 een edu e „ 


1 . vou af a 980 lines, m my love, | 
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becauſe ſe I þ * am reſolved not to ſtay here 


| - N {.a# £ 2 


longer than eight and forty hours. - Our 
excellent mother herſelf preſſes my de- 
paxture on account of your. ſituation: 
the ſupp orts our loſs with that chriſtian 
fortitude which, derogates not in the 
leaſt 1 ſenſibility, but which! "gives 
'Rrength' to ſy ſtain it. 3 Ta 
Our z jou urney was very Kappy i er- 
2 ach and during the courſe: 41 it, as 


| OBA the dear Marchioneſs offered 


"to my y contetnplation: a more than human 
virtue 18 Her mother, Con ſummate in 
886d thinks no advantage equal to 


| 1 it, and inceſſantly returns thanks tohea- 
ven for having given her ſuch 2 nen- 


ter and fuch a wont ners i 
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Madame du Montier to the cut. 


1 5 MNlarchioneſs to be a woman of ſor- 
rows, my dear Counteſs. 133 
Scarcely had ſhe begun to afſuage ] 5 


tears for the death of the Marquis, than 
they flowed, afreſh for the loſs of her ſon. 8 


This child appeared to be entirely reco- 
vered of the indiſpoſitions that made us 
ſo long apprehenſive. for his life; the ex- 
actimage of his father, my poor daughter, 
E ſeemed, to have, him, reſtored to her, in 
bim, and had no other conſolation, than 
in beholding him; but there are, ſouls 
cle, whom God purpoſelyand in mercy 
depri ves of all human ſupports, and ſuch - 
a one is your ſiſter. She beheld her child 
expire in her arms, of dreadful conyul- 
ſions, which he had ſome years ago, but 
of which we thought him entirely cured. 
Can you gueſs what was her aCtion the 
TINS! EY moment 
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crees, yet I confeſs with ame, am 


under the preſfure of her Tm 


E 1G - 
moment he expired? She ran to the 


chapel, and placed his lifeleſs body © on 
the altar, as à pure and unbler 


ſtage to the Lord. Through his grace, D 
Fam enabled to be reſigned to his de- 


wot equal to the Marchionefs; it is in- 
deed impoffible to conceive a more ex. 


alted virtue in a mind by n nature ſo timid 


and full of ſenſibility. Her body, 1 5 
true, has not been able to e: u „ 77 


| this ſhock; and to keep pace 


herolc fight of Her ful; it has ws fk 


and ſhe is at this moment — 


in; Which has delayed the Count's jour. 


ney, who will not leave me under my 
affliction. He ſays He fs UFO would 
accuſe him of cruelty, were | 


don me on this melancholy ottaliog = 


It is now, my deareſt friend, that 1 am 
truly à widow, and bereft of all: all 
my ſupports are taken from me; your 
e _—_ 15 In a jaundice, "that is 

E: * 


n) 


thought to be dangerous: ſhe implores 
me to ſuffer her to die a nun, that is to 
pronounce her yows.if the doctors decide 
that ſhe cannot recover; by this impli 
obedience I recogniſe the reality of. het | 
vocation, and permit her to do whatever 


ſhe likes, whether ſhe; lives or dies. 1 


hould be overwhelmed with ſuch-accu- 
mulated misfortunes, did not Providence 

Wera e permit me to regard them in 
> moſt conſolatory light. It brings to 
my: recolle: tion the Spartan Matron, who, 
upon being told that her ſon had been 
Killed in fighting for his country, replied; 
Li Waste him into the world, cheriſhed 
and educated him for that purpoſe ſolely, 


May. I. not with much greater reaſon 


ſay ; I brought my children into the 


1 


go to heaven; if they attain unto it, are 
nat all my wifies e My 
tears lw for myſelf; I wo 
2 dere ad enden to continue 
in this land Rand ee Nou Will 7 
tin 101. 31 = _ 
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d in the firm hope that they would 


ald fain fol- 
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ole conſolation, my dear Counteſs; you 
will ſhew yourſelf worthy, of ſuch fiſters 


and ſuch a. brother-in-law; 1 Were Tan 
inſtant to doubt the bleſſedneſs of this 


laſt, I ſhould think myſelf highly eul- 
pable: he muſt be, he is in a ſtate of 


bliſs; and with this idea I addreſs my 


prayers to him as alſo to my little angel, 
that they may obtain for me the forti- 
tude I want; and for your fiſter, I will 
not ſay the continuance of life, I fear it 
is only a ſelfiſn wiſh that prompts, that 
prayer, but the conſummation of her 
piety is what I implore, and this mode- 


ration is an nn tamen to my 
heart. 


am leg at the bedſide of 0 my e ex- 
piring faint, who, though conſumed with 
a burning fever, is ſo tranquil, that were 
it not for the quickneſs of her pulſe, 
and the crimſon die in her cheek, one 


would not ſuppoſe ſhe ſuffered any thing. 


She receives. whatever is given her, and 


u not a'wiſh for either life or 
Fi .. : 5 death. 


( 119 ) 


: death I reſtrain my tears in her pre- 
fence; not from the fear of adding to 
her ſorrow, but from ſhame at — 1 
| ſuch weakneſs before ſach' virtue. 
The dear faint deſires me to aſſure you 
of her affection, and to entreat your par- 
don for all the offences ſſie _—_ mg 
committed againſt voher 
She is juſt going to receive the bend. 
mietet this is the fifth day of her illneſs: 
the medical people think her too weak 
to ſuſtain the criſis, and declare that the 
leaſt increaſe of fever will carry her off. 
It is expected to come on at three in the 
morning, and it is now nine at night; 
imagine in what a condition J ſhall paſs 
theſe fatal hours. I am continually on 
my knees beſide the bed, which I con- 
fider as the altar on which my beloved 
Iſaac is bound, ready to receive the ſtroke 
of death; God Almighty ae me n 
faith of Abraham! F ITS | 
This dreaded night: 18 paſt, * my 
dear 88 ſtill lives; my Iſaac 


Will 


he fever tp. | Laſt aig Too 


Vo I — — > —_—_ 
— — — YT 
— — — — ———— 


ö . 00 culprit a their few | 
Zh ſentence. Our eyes immoveably raiſed 
towards — except to count the 


s of our dear patient. It Was 


2 eee to feel her pulſe to know 


her ſituation, the progreſs of the fever 
was viſible in the thro Y ings of her "5% 
gular - veins, which made me ſnudder 
to contemplate. Every lie I com ar. 
pared with the preceding one; for my 


watch was on a chair by me, on which 
from time to time I was obliged to lean, 


to preſerve myſelf from fainting. At 
two o'clock I was covered with a cold 
ſweat, and almoſt as near death as my 
poor daughter. The Count inſiſted up- 
on my withdrawing, but this I could 
not Astee 1, and to PI p up my 

. 
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bear L lone cordial, the 
were rivetted- on * — of 
neck, and looking in horrid ſuſpenſe for 
the redoubled movements of the arte- 
ries, which were to incrèaſè about that 
time, I perceived with ecſtacy that they 
began to ſlacken; I made the Count 
remark it, and when three o'clock 
ſtruck, the pulſation was hardly per- 
ceptible. They flew to inform the Phy- 
ſicians Who ſlept at the caſtle, and whos 
on examining the patient, tranſported 
us with joy. by aſſuring us the fever had 
left her, and that unleſs ſome new ae 
cident happened, there was every 
thing to be hoped for. Grief I had ſup⸗ 
ported, but I ſunk under the oppoſite 
ſenſation, and they thought proper to 
bleed me immediately. Your ſiſter felt. 

into a doze, and flept very compoſed. | 
for five hours; they were not afraid of, | 
waking me to tell me this good news, 
Vol. = PIE. and 


I 
wenne of her face rejoiged,me. | 
. Pen as cold her pepfect. e | 


She, has paſſed. the d very duietly, ſo 


that W ee WII ſet off to-morrow. 
19: 1 b bellen this letter 


1 7148 eb 
is: take ef # ray dear Co unt 
both in mind and body; and maxe 
65 of every , opportunity 5 mortifying: 
our pride. I very, much. een 
your preſenter the china vaſe. 
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4 : 4. 
; pt El , , my dear Madam, 15 am con- : 
a. XS 


\tinually under the neceſſity. of re- 
L 
clfring to the promiſes of. faith, reſpect- 
ing future rewards of ſufferings here 
on earth, to be reſi igned without; mur- 
ö muring t to the 1 of an almighty | 


tro f 
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cle of Higour o , our,  much-re- 
 ſpetted 
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cpected· Marchioneſs. The ieay 4 
of affliction fucceed each other 


pidly, that ſhe has not time to Wesch . 


It is true, what: I have to announce; is 
not to be compar 
ready undergone, and that her great ſoul 


and youre will not deign, perhaps, to harm 


it an evil; yet at all events I flatter 


ſelf you will allow me to arreft/ the 


courſe-of injuſtice prepared againſt you. 


Lou know that the neareſt relations 


of the deceaſed Marquis, were two cou- 
ſins, deſcended from a brother of his 
grandfather. Theſe people, though 


poſſeſſed of genteel fortunes, could not 


ſee. the rich ſucceſſion of their cou- 


ſin devolve on another, without feeling 


diſappointment | and jealoufy. They 
pretend that the wealth he. has 


left behind him was ſubſtituted, but 
on what they found this ſubſtitution, 


of whic h L never heard the leaſt men- 


tion, I know not. The great grand- 
father of the Marquis once, ina fit of ill: 


en Ga : humour 


d with thoſe ſhe has al! 
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humour. with his ſon for having married 
againſt his will, had ſome 1 intention of do- 
ing ſuch a thing; but a reconciliation be⸗ 
ing effected ſoon after, it was never more 
thought of. Vour diſintereſtedneſs, my 
dear Madam, muſt have no weight on 
this occaſion; conſider, the Marchioneſs | 
will be pennyleſs were they to prove 
what they aſſert, and though this will 
be to her of ſmall importance, becauſe 
of her contempt of riches, and becauſe 
ſhe is Jure of being always miſtreſs of 
mine, yet I beg of you to refle, that 
ſhe is merely the depoſitary of that of the 
Marquis, who thought it ſafely aſſured to 
his ſon and to the poor, by inveſting 
her with the diſpoſal of it. Her regard 
for them and for juſtice, requires her to 
defend her huſband's laſt will and teſta- 
ment. The fortune ſhe would reſign, 
would become a ſource of calamity; to 
its iniquitous poſſeſſors; det) her; then 
ſpare them the commiſſion of ſo many 
erimes: ſhe can do it with the greater 
„ __ 


( F j, 


facility, 41 will take upon mylelf th : 
whole trouble of the lawſuit. The 
Narquis | e me her protector, 
and I will fulfil the duties this title en· 
joins. I therefore beg, that on the re- 
ceipt of this, you will ſend me a letter 
of attorney from her, and be aſſured this 
is the only time I will trouble her/about 
this buſineſs, which 1 ſolely undertake: 
My wife was happily delivered, of a 
daughter ſix hours after my arrival; it 
ſhould ſeem ſhe had waited for me, for 
ſhe was ſeized with her firſt pains in 
embracing me. I wrote to you imme 
diately after by a friend who was 
ſetting off for Bellay, and was to 
call upon you on his way; but I hear 
he is ſtill at Turin, where ſome unex- 
pected bufineſs detained him, and ſo 
completely engaged his attention, that 
he forgot to put my letter in the poſt. 
Juſt before I began this, I was acci- 
dentally won? wy We oral bed- 
801 * 


ba "ag ſoch Ruff and found it was 
dhe laſt of What ſhe had dränk (thr vi 


With ther, told me 
vad ſo goodaconflitution, that ſuch tri- 


added the,” Tit am much 
man I deſer 


] 0 12 ) 


fide, nen mey brought her ſome brd 


and caſting m/ eyes upon it, it looked 


* bad,” th „ was tempted ito taſte 


and in my life I never eat any thing 
by execrable; Surpriaed and vexed to 
Us enquired bow long ſhe 


the "night. My wife, Who durſt not 
ſay i 860 aſſuted me it was paſſa- 
ble. and upon m refuſing to agree 
with a ſmile, that ſhe 


fles would not injure her, and, aten. all, 
ve. One of her Women 
ho was preſent, aſſured me, after 1 


bad Auittec the apartment, that I had 


but a le of what Madame was 
forced to undergo from her fury of a 
nurſe, who treated her worſe than a 
dog; : that ber broth was very "often 

quite cent and eovered wih Sleale. 


. — +. 216 81. 111 ! 1011 11 BE. "That 


3}: © 
whit he m ade her call ten times for 
drink, and was croſs, ebe ten of 
dem gave her What ſhe wanted. F 
It is you, my dear Madam, 1 ons” to 
chüdk for this excefs of virtue'; you will 
do ſo well, that your daughters will 
in time become ſaintz; to this I conſent 
with -all - my heart; but as 1 have no 
wiſh to be a widower, ſuffer the to mo- 
derate'a zeal that. may de piive me of a 
wife Who réfembles in no reſpect the 


olle vo formerly Save me. That was 


a lion, this one is a lamb: the whole 


houſe adore her now, and J affure vou T 


ſpread univerſal joy throu ghout it, when; 
by virtue of my ſole authority, 1 dinnniſted 
the Megera, who ſo terribly abuſed the 
Counteſs's defire of ſuffering. She ex- 
preſſed great concern at her being turn- 


ed away, as, 'the ſaid, ſhe ſerved her to 
her liking; but J am n longer the dupe 


of this expreſſion, well knowing What 
K means; and when ſhe. found I. Was 
reſolùte in not * this woman 

to 
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to come near her, ſhe ſent her five Tr 
d'ors, with an aſſurance, that the ſhould 


always find a friend and patroneſs in 
ber. In this I leave her at full liberty to 
do as ſhe pleaſes; let her ſerve her at a 


diſtance, I ſhallrevere her motives. 


Do not be angry with me for having 
removed this creature from abo my 
wife: in any thing that will not affect 
her health, I give her a carte-blanche ; ; 
but for the” reſt; I hope you will infinu- 


ate to her, that to mortify ſelf. will by 
Gbedienee is a great virtue: not that 1 
have any cauſe to complain of her i in 


this or any other inſtance; * am only 
apprehenſive of her fervour and zeal. 
This letter will inform you of two 


: | things; ; the firſt, that 8 have received 


yours, in which you tell me of the Mar- 4 


chioneſs- recovery, excepting the weak- 


neſs reſulting from her ſevere illneſs, 
which will go off by degrees; the ſe- 


cond, that the chicanery ſet on foot 
| againſt you is a mere trifle, as che man- 


ner 


(229 ) 


ner o b my regarding it will oonvince a 
you. Our new comer is the perfect re- 


ſemblance of her dear aunt; een 
1 how fondly 1 fall doat on e I. ac 


* ** 1 4% 4 fy 
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of Þ 


' Malone 45 2 to the cant, 101 


* * . 


Tus laſt 155 was 0 ng to 

my dear Marchioneſs, who has ſo 
great an averſion to a law- ſuit, that at 
the firſt mention of it, ſhe declared her 
willingneſs to loſe all rather than plead« 


Though I am not entirely of her opinion, 


and though I agree with you that juſtice 
requires her to defend her property, 


more eſpecially as it appertains to the 


poor, yet I confeſs, the ſmalleſt law-ſuit, 


is a very great, evil, and before entering, 
upon one, we ſhould try all methods. op. 
accommodation, nor ſcruple to make ads : 


vauces, and even conceſſions, to thoſe, 


who 1 des gh they do it wrgng: 


Dyes — 1 fully. 
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bye ann dition only ould 1 


5 obtain my daughter's conſent to u letter 


of attorney, which ſhe figned with 
tears. She entreats you will firſt mi- 


nutely ms: into the circumſtances 


of our ac have heard they 
are rich, but anne far otherwiſe, 


| tboughtheir neceſſities may be een 


* P > 4 wh mY 
r the 2 * 3518251 28 tot 50 
, . X \ 4 8 
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iſer; it plunges weak 
minds into extremities hey would never 


Have thought of in leſs trying eireum- 
ſtances. God forbid I ſhould arraign 


his providence; it is always the poor 
man's fault when he turns to a bad ac- 
ee very meritorious condition; 

aQ it is a fault he frequently 
Anh, and! it behoves the rich to re- 
move, if poſſible, the temptation to error. 


Should yo then diſcover that want has 


prompted the chicanery they practiſe, 
my daughter begs you will repair their 
Keen he goods of fortune. IIR. 

5 | 1 fog 
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V 1 May chieanery, ſuppoſing" It ou 
be ofie; for either the ſubſtitutions! is 
real, or it is not: if it is falſe, the ſuit 
muſt die of courſe, or rather it will be 
impoſſible to commence one; if, con- 
trary to your expeCtation, one thou 
de ſubſiſting, we do not wiſh to ſplit the 
cauſe, either my daughter as inheritor, 
or myfelf as legatee. Poverty does not 


offer itſelf to our fight under the hideous 


aſpect it wears ts the world in general; 


on the contrary, e regard it as the 


Parent of moderation, and many other 
'virtties ; beſides, my daughter can ns- 
ver be poor; the has jewels and plate 
to the amount of a hundred thoufand 
res, and ſhe cheerfully declares; that 
by" diſpoſing of theſe gewgaws; ſhe 
Mall have Wherewithal to fuceout 
the "unfortunate"! The iffne therefore 
cannot afflict her or ine either; her Pa- 
ternal abode wilt effer her an aſylum, 
mould ſhe be expelled? this Aplendid 
5 ty and the wa Þ i find; undet 
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its humble r ge. peace and tran- 
8 1 that b aye. fled from ber while, 
eee ae a 
Even ſhould, 1 there, be no fatRitution, 
Xt if theſe, people have, any, legal pre- 
tenſions, liſten, to tl 
facrifice whatever will, purchaſe, 


* 


their propoſals, and 


it 7 e be. bought too dearly... ; ae 


Tes, truly my dear Count, I: have 
conſpired to make ſaints, of my daugh- 


ters! the conjuration has likewiſe. ex · 


#* 7 If. Fg. 


tended. to my ſons-in-law. One is now 
io heaven, there] hope in time to 


meet yourlelt; but Whether I leave to 
the will of God the moment that is to 


reunite us; or Whether my faith is too 


weak to deſire its ſpeedy approach; 
certain it is, I. highly commend your 


care to preſerve your wife as long as 


poſſible. | © She performed. What Was in- 
cumbent on her in retaining this wo- 
ole and ſhe ought alſo to ſubmit to 


gur diſmiſſing her; this is agreeable to 


a ares, ay 


d Ltherefors approve it. n Dos 


J. l. 1 I can- 
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2 cannot ſay as much for © an action 

wh! concealed from me, though it bes 

ſpeaks the goodneſs of your. heart. 15 My 

daughter Emily has juſt ſent me an un- 

ſealed letter, which I encloſe. in this; 

ſhe took the veil within theſe few days, 
and tells me, that her jaundice was ap 

parently lodged in the folds of her ö 

worldly habit, ſince ſhe was cured mh 


moſt as ſoon as the. had caſt it, But 
laying aſide this hyperbole, which ſeems 
to announce a miracle, ſhe means, that 
the joy of having the preſeribed term 
abridged, has Gene more for her, than : 
could all the diſciples of Eſculapius; no 
_ offence to theſe gentlemen, for whom 
L have a great reſpe&, and that conſi- 
derably augmented ſince my daughter” J 
illneſs; for though the Almighty . has 
certainly reſtored her to me, yet he 
made uſe of their miniſtry to confer this 
bleſſing; and you, were witneſs that 
their proceedings” were perfectly right 
and neee a thing remarkable; for 
1 they 
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* ſeldom agree twogerheg md 
neral, the r wf e a We; . dobtore Kills 
the patient. . ( 

But pray n this digreflion upon 
ee occaſioned by a jaundiee that 
Emily no longer labours under. You 
would infect her with a much tore 
dangerous malady, my dear Count; (0 
not be offended with' wy franknefs,) but 2) but 
L leave her to explain herſelf.” Ates 

Embrace your Counteſs for ue, to 


whom 1 wich all poſſible goodbeſfs; 


2 4 # 


 hoppineſs ſhe cannot want while ſhe iy 


dear to her huſband.” Preſent the little 


girl to the Lord in my name, {you did 


not tell me what you intended to call 


| her) and befeech him to remove he 


from this world, if ſhe is in danger of 


forfeiting the ineftimable gifts the” re: 


eeives at en tert rene Mel 0 
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Fan gott 


5 "My much honoured Brother, ta 


A EPT. at the ſame time, my mol 

Fo . fincere and grateful. thanks, and 
alſo my. refuſal of your penſion, of three 
hundred livres. I will not ſay I was 
diſpleaſed with your offer, far from it; 

it was to me a, proof of your friend- 
ſhip, and has increaſed. i my idea of the 


felicity 1 ſhall enjoy, in bein 8 aſſoei ated | 


with the ſaints that compoſe, our com- 
munity. I was not tempted. to make 
uſe of this penſion, and if I had, Lſhould 


here have found the eee 


ue impulſe of cupidity. 

Our community is very poor, which 
is one of the reaſons that indueed me 
to chooſe it. Should I have ſought for 
a profuſion in the houſe of God, which 
1 Dad no right. to expett i in the world ? 
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joins the profit to the common ſt 


(- 136, ). 


Like St. Peter and the apoſtles, I ſhall 
leave, only nets: behind me, and I would 
willinghy leave them with ſuch good 
will, that at the day of judgment, I may 
ſay with them, Lord 1 have left all. He 
who reads all hearts, and who ſees only 
in mine what it has pleaſed his holy 
ſpirit to inſpire, knows that I have done 
it; and with equal nn would: 1 q : 
reject a proffered crown. 
We are ſupported by che Deuts my 
dear brother; and we work for our 
maintenance, but the bare ſhadow of a 
ſeparate property is held in abhorrence. 
Our work, which is dealt out to us by 
the ſuperior, and which we-lilently 
accompliſh in one common hall, paſſes 
from our hands to. thoſe of the depo- 
ſitary, who cauſes it to be ſold, and 
ck ; 
nor does the moſt ſkilful. among us 
claim a farthing, or pretend to any thing 
more than the Fade and arc, 
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rifle | a preſent, it never ſullies our 
hands, But is given to the ſuperior, if 
it is money, or carried to the infirmary; | 
if it is ſweetmeats, without her who re 
cCeived it pe a Sed to hrt n it 18 | 
appropriated.” 3301 (31 v 
Twenty years live Gaſol ſince dur 
worthy abbeſs eſtabliſned the houſe on 
this footing, and as ſhe ſets the example 
of the, moſt rigid abſtinence, ſome of 
the oldeſt nuns have reſigned their pen- 
fions, and would not receive a pin more 
than the loweſt of the ſiſters. I have 
told you we ſometimes accept preſents, 
and I am happy to have it in my power 
before my profeſſion, to ſhew IG dens 
uſe I make of yours. mog 
The church is Unreb ft in __ pit 
where the peaſants, our neighbours, 
aſſemble, to hear maſs, which renders 
it unwholeſome for theſe poor people. ©; 
will therefore take the firſt year's income 
to repair this inconvenience, and you 
ſhall be numbered among the benefactors 
. to 


(- 188 ) 


to the convent, andiremembered in the 
| daihy oriſons offered up for them. 
I reſpectfully embrace waer and 
| habe little family, and remain, cc. 
My youngeſt ſiſters commiſſion me to 
preſent their reſpects. They are not 
tited/of their reſidence here, but they 
quit it with pleaſure to refoin one of the 
tendereſt and moſt valuable of mothers 
end. nter whole exalted vier £art 12 | 
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_. The Cont to Malone * Moier, © 


Aw you, my dear madum, you allo 
take the part of this little flatterer, 
ow politely talks to me of tempta- 
tion, and gives me to underſtand that 1 
am the tempter. O, upon my honour, it 


is hardly credible, and in my whole life T 


fhould- never have imagined hat * 
ovVic a Talk more- her community, 


— 


ba | — would 


, ( why } ; 
would have refuſed preſents an 
penſion. I had ſome nieces who were 
under my guardianſſiip, and ' who 


thought proper to take the veil; and 


willingly could ['have faid with Father 
Surin, that it took as much to fit out a 


Wip for the Indies, as to furniſh the 


equipment of a nun. When 1 quote 
this father; it is not becauſe Itam of His 


vexations for a girl of birth and under 
ſtanding, that it is but right ſhe ſhould 
have ſome compenſation in the thou- 
ſand little pleaſures fhe may require, 
independent of her-community. 
' All with, is, that they would know 
when to limit their deſires, and preſerve 


a medium, between a total abſtinence 


zeyond the attainment of man, and an 
inſatiable oupidity; for ' certainly. the 
| Eonvents, ſuch as theſe where my nieces 
are, reſemble the palaces of ſome 
Aſiatie monarchs, you are not per- 
ſes Is an empty handed, 

without 


opinion: à monaſtic life has ſo many 
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itſelf. The 


( 140 


withdut incurring the riſk of little bills 
that circulate through tlie year for coffee, 
ſugar, &e. You' cannot think I mean 
to reproach the poor recluſe for ſuch 
trifles, but onſy for an avidity diſcern- 
ible in them; and yet, whenever I feel 
this emotion of diſpleaſure, I am ready 
to accuſe myſelf of barbarity. 1 ſhall 
not exempt you, my dear madam, from 
the like charge, if you will not perſuade | 
your little novice to accept my ſmall 
donation; it is really ſo moderate it 
cannot intereſt: the ſpirit of poverty 
700d abbeſs, who, ſhe 
obſerves, ſets the example of this evan- 
gelical virtue, is notwithſtanding, very 
ſure of wanting for nothing, but ſurely | 
in a houſe where ſuch abſtinence reigns, 
the ſame cannot be ſaid of the inferiors. 
Permit your daughter then to receive 
this trifling indulgence ; the nuns will 
not deny you this favour if you will 
requeſt it. She is juſt now under the 
influvaee of her firſt zeal and enthuſi- 7 
1991 fin, 


— (RF 

aſm, but life is long, and human infirmi- 
ties are as much the appendage of a 
nun, as of the reſt of mankinck 
A time may come, when the dear 
moraliſt will regret the comforts her 
exceſs of piety has induced her to relin-. 
quiſh : beſides, it gives conſequence to 
a girl in the eyes of her community. My 
nieces are made very much of in theirs, 
. becauſe they are enabled to beſtow' 
little: favours on thoſe who have no 
reſources, from their family: they are 


innocent gratifications, and ought not | 
to be withheld from tagen. | bf 
I do not hear that any thing is doing : | 
by the late Marquis's couſins, and I” | Fay 
begin to penetrate their motives for : ; 75 
making ſuch a buſtle. } d, d n | 
The Marchioneſs' s ineſtimable e | 
racter is well known here, but of this | 555 
perhaps you are ignorant, that with F 
three parts. of mankind, that exceſſive: . FL 
charity, which ſhe; ſo largely practiſes. 1 
paſſes for a weakneſs, of which they | 


are at liberty to prof 1 
They 


1 A” ry tn Aer re I tou, a VE "0% as,” RE EO 
> , 


„ + 
| They were therefore perſuaded; that 
at the bare mention of a law-ſuit, my 


ſiſter would. be. ſo terrified, that ſhe 
would conſent to any thing they thought 
fit to propoſe; and you muſt confeſs 


they were not miſtaken in their conjec- 


tures. They do me the honour to ſup- 


poſe me ſome what more firm, and as I 


purpoſely made known that ſhe would 
not interfere; in the buſineſs, as a proof 


of which I ſhewed her letter of attorney | 


to every body, they probably thought 


they ſhould gain nothing by their tric! 


ing, and have therefore receded from 


thęgtattemf tt. 

My wife yeſterday canzed "+ child 
to church, whither I accompanied her 
to execute the commiſſion you gave me; 

though it would really be a pity were the 


little creature to die, ſhe i is ſo very hand- 
ſome. You have a ſort of Roman virtue. 


which I can only follow at a diſtance. 


* 11 
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" Madame du Mantis 70 the Count. 


8 you apply to a wonderful good per- 
ſon, my dear un to find an ad- 
vocate for the relaxation of rigidity in 
religious houſes: let me aſſure you, my 
daughter would never have obtained my 
conſent to enter one reſembling that in 
which are your nieces. They may be 
faints, if you pleaſe, but i do not aſpire 
at any belonging to me, poſſeſſing the 


ſame ſort of ſanctity; or rather why 


ſhould I play the hypocrite ? Thoſe 


circumſtances are very rare in which 


1 really 


nuns can be excuſed. from - 
cannot frame this apology which comes 
neither from my head nor my heart. 


Suffer me, therefore, to be ſilent with 


regard to others, and to o ſpeak only of 
my Emily. 


I would much 1 8 her 3 


than know ſhe had abridged any part 
ol the ſacrifice ſhe has made, or is about 


to 


4 144 ) 


to make to. the Lord ; ſhe has imbibed 
my ideas reſpecting the perfection of 
the ſtate ſhe has entered into, and I am 
not afraid of her reproaching me at the 
day of judgment, with having-exalted 
them too highly. I no ſooner perceived 
the bent of her inclinations, than 1 
obſerved to her, that a nun was one, 
who, anticipating the hour of death, 
renounces the world and its concerns 
as effectually as ſhe will be obliged to 

do in that terrible and awful moment. 
The condition of a corpſe is the model 
of bers; wholly ſeparated from the 
world, it ſees, it hears nothing of what 
paſſes i in it; all the wealth and honours 
in the univerſe cannot produce in it 

one deſire; it is ſtripped of every thing, 
and is wholly unintereſted. in the ſpoils 
which others ſhare without its inter- 
ference. So ought to be the perſon 
engaged in a monaſtic life, without 
which, the ceremony of putting her 
under the * would be a child s play, 


an 


( 145 ) 
au- act of hypoeriſy, a lie. How 
wretched thoſe who come from under 
it; alive to the world, and reclaim any 
one of thoſe things they have juſt aban- 
doned with their lips; ; their offering 
like that of Ananias and Sapphira is a 
ſacrilege, they have lied to the Holy 
Ghoſt, and I would ſay to them, as 8. ; 
Paul ſaid to that guilty pair, your land 
was your own, Ju were at Eg, to 
Er 2 


Jour bodies, your „ eth your 


wealth were yours before the religious 
vow, you need not have pronounced it, 
but having once done it, you cannot, 
without e reſerve a . of Nu 
poflethons: ene FX 41 
We have ny up With all our 
hes ſays Rodrigues, conſiderable 
eſtabliſhments in the world, and we 
come” at laſt to Tet our affeQtions on a 


bool)#Þpenknife, and ſuch like fook - 


nen which we'are more attached, | 
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than the men of. the, world are to-all 
heir poſleſlions. 01 0590 fs 21 00h 


: And where is the difference, whether 


We Are faſtened to this, life by a cord or | 


| a thread? The one and the other equal- 
ly prevent our flight to heaven. I will 


- ſhew you the ſituation of a nun who 

has not learned this important truth. 
It is certain, the ſacrifice we make 

ot God in the cloiſter, however perfect 


it may be, does not root out the 


vretched ſeeds, of cupidity and other 
vices; the ſame ſoul dwells behind the 
grate and the lattice, and the ſole ad- 
vantage to be derived from retirement, 
is a greater facility to avoid the fatal 
effects of paſſions, by the abſence of 
thoſe mp. e noun ae Pp 
chem alive. % Ou 1 
The more pertebt i is * e 
1 the three ſorts of conęupiſcence, 
of which St. Paul ſpeaks, the more eaſy 
Will be * me und their life 


7 5 
- 110 * ie : ' 2 LE , 2 ! hs 0 147 1 more 
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more Tyebet: and tranquil; but if one 
door is left open to defires, they will 
return in crowds, and render the laſt 
ſtate of that perlon worſe than the 
| —_— 
Had my v dsugbtetet the res bendröd 
livres you deſigned for her, her wants 
would be doubled; the multiplicity of 
imaqinary ones, would make her avari- 
cious, ſhe would think. more of thirty 
Pence, than you would of fifty piſtoles, 
and where then Meru 'be Ber vow of 
abſtinence? OF 5 T2 9917 
Vour nieces. would tell me their 
money was kept by the depoſitary, and 
that they durſt not demand it without 
| permiſſion. from the abbeſs ; but this 
permiſſion it is cuſtomary never to 
withhold, and ſhe who requeſts it, relies 
ſo much upon receiving it, that ſhe 
would think herſelf wronged, were it 
denied. What diſtraction caſt it occa- 
ſion in their prayers ſtudying how to 
lay out their penſion, which they would 
„„ gladly 


* 
1 


ip 148 ) 


gladly increaſe to the Apetrskent bf their 
fancies! what mean and paltry arts do 
r employ to procure indulgencies! 10 
IIͤt isa ſaying, a nun gives a plum for 
an egg; ſhe makes little works of fancy 
which the diſtributes to thoſe WhO will 
be ſure to repay” them handſomely; 
| ſugar; coffee, fweetmeats, are ſent 3 ſhe 


locks them up, ſhe makes @ treaſure n 


vhich her whole heart is fixed. What 
temptations to jealouſy are theſe to the 
Poor and leſs qualified nun, Who beholds, 
with ſecret diſcontent, the inequality 
between herſelf and her ſiſters. Beſides 
of what uſe are theſe dainties? Have 
they not the ſame portion with the reſt? 
To the fick only theſe" comforts are 
due, and they will receive them from 

the infirwary ; from the hand of obedi- 
ence, which diſpenſes. nothing burtful 


or improper,; PETE, ſelf-will is Pro- 
duttive of evil. | 


\ You will tell me, a nun is ſometimes 
very glad to regale her friends in the 
convent, 


„„ YT eee ea — 
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convent, or theſe! Who viſit her walk 
without; that ſhe has leave ſo to do, 
and from obedience claims this little 
recreation. Unhappy are the houſes 
where ſuch licence is given; unhappy 
are the girls who avail themſelves of it. 
Particular friends to a nun! they are 
the poiſon of communities, the fruitful 
ſource of hatred, animoſities, and quar- 
rels. But, you will add; in the greater 

part of theſe houſes, they allow only 
bare neceſſaries, and ſometimes not 
them; 8 know you not, that too often 
ſuperfluitz is regarded as ſimple necef- 
faries ? 'They are certainly to blame if 
they let the nuns want through ill- 
nature, avarice, or economy, but this 
does not vindicate the individual. To 
be poor, is to want common neceſſaries 
in many reſpects; conſequently, a good 
nun is happy that ſhe can effectually 
realiſe her vow of abſtinence. Every time 
ſhe practiſes this virtue, ſhe roots/out 
a 4 of cupidity and. at length eman- 
cipates 
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my ſway. {Abt is then f 2 1 
progreſs in the ag ro- 


hands with preſents, (te 
expreſſion;) I would give to her com- 


to ſet a "ftuinling "block in 


ſhe has entere bool Nix: oil, 
N no: feat I Hort wag MU 
ear Count, on my Emilys feet; tet 
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| beer from all, ſince it is her 


choice; and that the has promiſed” the 
Almighty to be fo.” Had I the wealth 
of kingdoms, I would not ſully her 
» uſe her own 


munity, not to her. I ws her too well 
I am very happy; the alf yOu Trad: 
ed is not likely to be attended with any 
bad conſequences, but the Marthioneſs 
ſün perſiſts in deſiri ring you will obtain 
an exact knowledge of thoſe people's 
ſituation.” Her huſband's relations are 
intitled to her benevolence, and Juſtice | 
Places them at the head of the poor 

whom | ſhe would fuccour. She enjoys 
N health; but her apparent come 
poſure 


1 @ ( 


* 


poſure does not deceive me. death 

of the Marquis, and that of. her fon, have - 
made two wounds in her heart, 
which will bleed for a long ſeaſon, ſu p- wn 

| Poſing they ſhould ever be healed. 
We expect my two youngeſt girls 
. this evening, and I truſt their preſence 


0 


Will divert our grief; the Marchionefs 
| is very impatient to ſee them, 6 
- * , 
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uncle Ws Count D#*##. having. 
; 4 
Mah mentioned. to me a letter he had 
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| the honor to receiye from you, expati- 
acting on the duties, of a monaſtic. life, ; 
curioſity, pt rompted a wiſh to ſee how a . 
Fan in hos world would expreſs 0 
| herſelf concernin erning our obligations; and ; 
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ſütpriſe in dur community ;.even/L,my- 
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Lwilt frankly own. you occaboned, ES 


elf could nat help thinking your doc- 


trie inſupf Ic xtably ſeyere j but my un * 


cle having given me leave to copy it, 
as alſo another from one of your daugh- 
ters, I have re-peruſed them i in Privates 
ald ;confeſs” they have. excited [great : 
woche in my nit e 
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I am not at all happy, notwithſtand- 


£5 


IT am certain of 
your letter has bani 


1 1051 


N ing the pains [ take to be ſo, and now 


s ſoxthan ever: 


7 
7 


ed a fort of | peace 
and ſecurity which” tompentated for. 
the unpleaſantneſs: of my fitüation. Let 
me entreat you to complete the trouble 


_ you have wrought in. my mind; or elſe 


to reaſſure me, for 1 have 2 need of 
one or the other. | 

In order to put this into your power, 
I muſt glye 275 a ſhort Ketch of 


tory. 


1 


* 


. 1 * 
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my hiſ- 


A 
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1755 fämity confftea or Hh children, 
four daughters: and a for, and the mo- 


ment 


( ip ) 


ment of our birth determined our deſti- 
ny. My brother and my eldeſt ſiſter 
were intended for the World, my, too 
ſiſters and myſelf for the cloiſter. We 
were placed in this houſe at three years 
of age, and I did not chuſe afterwards to 
quit it. My ſiſters ſpent fix. months 
with their family before they took the 
veil; but Lobſtinately reſuſed to accom- 
pany them, not wiſhing to increaſe my 

averſion tg the ſtate we were forced to 
adopt, and the event proved my deter- 
mination right, for I am now leſs miſer-, 
able thanthey are; rc an bn 
Our convent is E ap by a an n abbeſs i 
who has no more liking, to a monaſtic, 
life, than, any of us, and out of forty., 
nuns, you would not find ten inſpired. 
with a true vocation. The policy of re- 
lations has made ſome, a reſidence from 

infancy, or ſome, other motive that has 

no affinity with God, has created others. 
The lady abbeſs, not ignorant of this, 

and one of the beſt creatures imaginable, 
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does all in her power to 1 | 
ſeries of our ſituation, by granting us 
every indulgence that depends on her- 
ſelf. Our houſe is rich, but inconveni- 
ent; there is a good deal of building 
going forward, from which we ſhould 


of us had * 
little reſourees 
We are tolerably well fed,” we debe 
ourſelves, by means of a ſmall ſum, not 
nearly "ſufficient for that purpoſe; we 
Have a vaſt deal of maſs; and attend it 
pretty regularly, unleſs we are indiſ- 
poſed, and we need not be very ill to 
obtain a a diſpenſation. The remainder 
of the time is at our own diſpoſal, and 
«each one amuſes herſelf according to 


greatly ſuffer if each 


1 % ay 2 * f 


her taſte. Some receive company in 


the parlour, and thefe conſtitute the 
4 largeſt number, where they are at li- 
derty to eat with their relations and 
5 friends; others have formed à ſociety 
in the houſe, or between themſelves; or 
with the out- penſioners; ſome, again, 
A + | never 


( 155 » 


nevarileaxe, Madame, and-theſe. are her 
favqurites, though ILcannot at all ac- 
euſe her of partiality. It: reſted with 
me to be of the number of theſe 
laſt; but 1 pufornech ee nm 
. ri mon 1710179 
In the little nen Wbese⸗ Our con . 
ee reſides a good deal of nobility, 
and ſome of wit - and--underftanging. 
Among theſe, I have friends, who fre- 
quently viſit me. My brother - 
dying childleſs, my mother, Who has 
_farvived: them, and repents: her ſacrifice 
of us, ſpares no pains: to ameliorate; our 
gantiy furniſhed; ſhe has paid the por- 
tions of three lay-fifters to- attend en 
us, has pro 26 


ided us with linen 
clothes ſufficient. for our whole Ines 5 
and we have ſome plate, and a good 
ſum of money, which the abbeſs allows 
us to keep. We at preſent make no 
: uſe of it; but my. uncle, f who- liberally | 
_ fupplies our wants, is not immortal; we 
1289 + | muſt 


+ After this detail 16f ity e ef 
living, you will perhaps Rog WE J am 
happy but indeed, my dear Madam, it 
is quite the reverſe. I lead a genteel, 
ſecular life; but, in ſpitel of myſelf, 1 
too often remember I am a nun. At 
firſt, this reflection gave me pain; but 
ey comforted me with the aſſurance, 
that our lives in this abbey would be 
always the. ſame When I pronounced 
my vos, I did not pretend te higher 
perfection. They were not after the 
rule of St. Benedict, for here there is 
not the leaſt; veſtige of it; confequentiy 
I hall not be judged by that rule. My 
morals are pure; my attachments under 
the laws of the ſtricteſt Prudence; vet 
Lhave attachmentsz:will 0 e eee a 
them to me as a crime??? c nne 
For the reſt, I cannot but ee een 
Iffulfil my religious duties from cuſtom, 
routine, and neceſſity: Was I my own 


1 2211 | 5 miſtreſs, 


77 * 


miſtreſs, 1. wvould. go leſs e Gat) 


ments; but the rules of the houſe muſt 
be obeyed. What would the reſt fay 
if I abſented. myſelf? They would think 
me guilty of ſome crime; whereas my 
fault is lukewarmneſs, and involuntary 
diſguſt. Vour letter has troubled the 
ſecurity J was taught to feel; tell me 

ſpeedily, Madam, I intreat you, that 


the duties of thoſe benedi&ines; where 


your daughter is engaged, differ entire- 


ly from thoſe that oblige poor girls, who 
never had a wiſh: to take the veil, to 


ſuch a degree of perfection, or rather 
have the goodneſs to ſpeak with ſince- 


rity on my ſituation. It would be very 


melancholy to purchaſe an eternity of 
miſery, by a life ſo inſipid as that I 
nos leads bt are . 
You may nddreſs your ener direct 
to myſelf: the letters are carried to the 


abbeſs for men Weite but ſhe never 
openthon;' Mia 511 1 WEL 
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Y OR requeſt occaſions me a a great 
. deal of confuſion, and had I not . 
| Se that God would receive glory 

from my anſwer, and will reward your hu- 


mility, in addreſſing one ſo much your 


, 


i inferior, in virtue, 1 certainly, could 


not obey, you, by ſtating my ſenti- 
ments on what you have communicated. 
Eternally bleſſed be the Author of all 
goodneſs and knowledge, who frequent- 
HF puts his word. into * nn * tho 
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11 
weak and feeble. In his name, and 
after inyoking his Holy 1 | 
to reply to your queſtionss 

The monaſtic life is undoubtedly the 


' moſt exalted ſtate of chriſtianity; and to 
engage in it without a proper calling, 


is a raſhneſs, often puniſhed with 


the moſt dreadful chaſtiſements. But 
there are many kinds of vocations; the 


firſt is that of allurement: ſuch as are 


favoured with it, have ſo lively a ſenſe 
of gratitude, that one can hardly call 
their ſacrifice meritorious, ſo eafy i is it 
to them: they would ſee crowns at 
their feet unmoved. This ſort of voca- 


tion is moſt liable to the danger of luke- 


_ warmneſs; the extreme fervour abates 
after the pronunciation of the vows; 


the rigours of the ſtate, which before 
were diſregarded, begin to be felt; and 
unleſs the mind is uncommonly firm, it 
ſinks into languor and diſguſt, becauſe 


it had looked for a fatisfaftion, which, 
if it were permanent, would diſpenſe 


- | : | | . ON” 


1 ay 1 W 5 
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on. Wa a portion of that elicit which | 
belongs only to the bleſſed. Wt . 
The ſecond calling is that of faith: þ 
a petſon having carefully examined 


her beart, finds it will be too weak ä 


to withſtand the temptations of that 


world, to which it is attached; ſhe 
ſhadders at the neceflity of renouncing 


it, and reflects with horror on the hard- 


ſhips'of a life of retirement; but the al- 


 ternative' of being wretched here or 


hereafter, determines her, and ſhe ſa - 
crißces preſent happineſs for eternal. a 
This one, like her who became a nun from 


= religious enthuſiaſm, alſo finds a miſtake * 


but it is of -a favorable kind: ſhe ex- 
petted miſery, and the finds unhoped- 


| for comforts. Theſe generally make 


very. good nuns, eſpecially if they reſi 8 
in regular houſes, and Pp W 5 


chuſe none other. 


In fine, the third vocation is ; that ws . 
neceity! and reaſon: it originates! in the 


| crimes of parents, who immolate inno- 
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cent 
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Gen aims een to -tin; b 
derate loye of their favourite children, 
whom. hey ſeek; thereby to agg grandize: 


this, Madam, is Jau ae and thay "hf 


a;yaſt- many others. 


It was not. your own ag; 5 yaw 1 Ge 


dragged to the altar, at an age, when 
you had neither ſtrength; of mind nor 
experience ſufficient. to object againſt; 
the;viglenee! offered to your inclinations... 
Your. carrevo C able--enga; gement in the 
ſight. of men, leaves gourwholly free i in 


the ſight of God. With him it is the: 
will muſt conſent. Ife yours never ac- 


A vx 


corded. with the vows your lips uttered, 
you are at liberty before him who reads 
all hearts, „tand your: vocation: muſt be- 


come the! fruit of pious reflections, ſug-⸗ 


geſted by. enlightened Teaſon. Examine 
what deciſion yours inclines you to 
make. Your exterior engagement, 
though a misfortune, is irremediable; 
if you are. not dead to the world, the 
word is dead to you. Vou are there 
vor et | regarded 
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dieulous etiquette, of which how little 
is requiſite; to our real eomfort! Paſſion 
demands! it, but it militates againſt the 
true: ſpirit of chriſtianity. Liberty, a 
privilege prized above all others by a 


:({ 162 }) 


| regarded 8s no Jongir eib ingen no- 


thing can reſtore you to the rights of 4 
daughter and citizen, which you were 


made to reſign. On the other band, 


this world, from which you are ex- 
eluded, does it poſſeſs all the charms 


you figure to your imagination? Let 


us ſee; to e its eee f be 


reduced. 1b l BUI 


*% a $7: be we 535 


To: the eee — g Which 
a Ahouſand accide ents may take from you 
which are never adequate t the deſires 


that are continually multiplying; to the 


demands of luxury, of faſhion, and ri- 


nun, is ſuppoſed to be enjoyed in the 


world; but believe me, my dear Ma. 
dam, it is a name with 
inhabitants labour under x 11 and Roe” 


ut a reality. Its 


nual reſtraint. 187% ig NJ jy 41 
010 37 | « | Conſtraint 


(1635); 


Zonftraint'in the ſlate of evtibabys4<n 
What attention, what care is required of 
, As Zirl to preſerve a fair and untainted 
reputation! for this, ſne muſt not only 
be prudent, but muſt beware of giving 
the ſmalleſt opportunity to enemies, to 
the envious, the idle, the prudiſh, to all 
thoſe who take a malicious pleaſure in 
ſifting the conduct of thoſe they wiſh 
to injure, and who view the moſt trifling 
imprudencies, through a ere 
that metamorphoſes them into crimes. 
Oonſtraint in ſociety. seni 
with comfort, you muſt for ever bend 
to the caprices and humours of derer, | 
| Tus options, and not for yourſelf. "ol 
» Conſtraint in n hay: 1 5 
vieſt are thoſe who reap in it the feweſt" 
chagrins, for no marriage is exempt! 
from them. Truſt me, Madam, did 
tmis ſtate admit a term of probation, reg 
would afterwards engage for Hife. 
Conſtraint in pleaſuro. By nantltiels) 
of it, 8 hazard your ſalvation, or hy 
foregaing 


66 16. 9 = * 


going it, you are ſubject tetenal 
tamtalizatioff. It is eaſy to renounce ic 


entirely, but very armen to ben mode- 
rate in the uſe of it. Bye) 


Vou have not hipefoſe loſt which b by 
being forced to give up the world; and, 
beyond all doubt, you "have Kunned 
conſiderabhy. Vour are a chriſtian, and 
conſequently perſuaded, that 'the events 


of life are not conducted by a blind 


- ahance,/ibut by an 2 mighty Creator, 
Tetteänen gba of his Creatures. Your 
Parents intention in making you. a 
nun, was to enrich two of their chil- 
dren, and the deſign of the Lord was 


to ſave you, by permitting them to com- 
mit this act of injuſtice. He foreſaw 


that you would be loſt in the world, 
and that, at a riper age, you would be 


unwilling to quit it. e 


Admire then his wiſdom and good- 
918.5 He ſuffered the iniquity of your 


parents, and concealed from you the 
oe you e of objetiig againſt 


5 it 


— — 


| 5 165 » Fn 


it, that you i ade be happily. neatly 
1 tated | to yield yourſelf wholly. to him. 
This is the only alternative faith and 
reaſon now afford you; but to derive 
all the benefits you may expect from 
this facrifice, which, muſt now become 
voluntary, it muſt. be entire, and with- 
out reſerve. | Loſe not, then the pre- 
cious adyantages your Creator, with 
© wonderful addreſs, (if I may uſe. the ex- 
preſſion) has Prepared for you. You 
are now in the ſtrait and narrow path, 
and ſuch it will be, till you tread it 
with firm ſteps; the road will then 
widen before you, and very ſogn you 
weill bleſs the benrficent band: that has: 
placed you. in ite, e hy 5 


35 2 


pidity this eee piece aß oth Maur 

Heart muſt freely participate in thoſe 

vows, Which, as yet, your lips only have 

uttered: you muſt chuſe the Lord as 

your ſole, portion, with an unfeigned 

| and hearty Gola, Al n ports muſt" 
be -- 


ieee recessed 
does not ſatisfy you. Deem not the 
obſervance of theſe vos painful or ſe- 
vere; they exact no more than what 
every pious chriſtian is compelled to 
adhere to. By that of chaſtity, you con- 
ſecrate your body and heart to God. 
Fl | This laſt is required, even of thoſe who 
enter the married ſtate; the love of 
their huſband muſt be but ſecondary to 
- their love of God; and the former 
| ſhould always yield to what is due to 
* the Supreme Being. Now this love, fo 
4 purified and refined, and abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſalvation, is far more pain- | 
ful than an abſolute renunciation' of it; 
I. and again, with how many pangs is it 
=}: accompanied? How ' ſeldom, if ever, 
does the moſt affectionate wife, find a 
return of affection, equal to what ſhe 
- |. might expect? How often is her's la- 
viſhed on a contemptible creature, 
from whom, inſtead of the love ſhe might 
1 for, the receives nothing but cold 
civility? 


= » 
NW mn . 7 ö 4 _ 
ROY ORE wane FA e . 1 
. 


( 850 5 


civility? The Huſband, the moſt indul- 
gent to her caprices and humours, Who 
is, eager to prevent her every wiſh, in a 
word, the tendereſt and beſt of men, is 
always leſs ſo than the wife; which 
cauſes to her a ſtate of ſo many pangs 
| and diſquietudes, as thoſe n can 
conceive who have experienced it. 

From him who is your portion, you 
bars nothing of this to apprehend. He 
will not only render you love for love, 
but. that- he bears you will be. ſo tran- 
ſcendant, that yours will be only as a 
ſpark of fire. compared with the ſun. 0 
True, be i is jealous, nor communicates 
| higafelf to thoſe but what are his 
without reſerve; and hence the reaſon 
that ſo many nuns are miſerable. 2 

They praRiſe reſerve with a God who 

735 have all or nothing, and thus limit 
his tenderneſs towards them. I will 
not diſſemble with you, madam; his 

Tart, 1s 4: fac delicate, at. the ſmalleſt | 
Bien gt ton 52119991 n derogation 
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derogation. will wound it. Nom it is 


Farben difficult. for a, nun; who has E 


one foot in the world, and the other. i 
dig cleiſter, to preſerve!: 
vided when ſhe; meets with an object | 
who, makes an impreſſion; on it; from 
that time, farewel to the er and 


heart undi- 


ſecurity. of a monaſtic life. „„ 


. we he firſt. thing, therefore, vou maſt : 
A for God, are the parlour viſits; and 


Private intimacies. The obſeryvance of 
-your vow. of abſtinence. will be no 


longer painful, if .theſe are ee 


accompliſhed. etl] 
When you contemplate your our 


and Redecmer, naked, Poor, and ſiripped 
of all for you, You. will, feel a ſolemn 
deteſtation of your luxury; forgive 


this word; a. nun indulging in elegant 


furniture, j in plate and boards of nioney, 
i another. Crœſus z eradicate ſpeedily 


from Your, heaxt,, your, attachment - to. 
theſe miſerable, ; SEWgAV's,. as my dear 
e og g NMarchioneſs | 
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| Marchioneſs calls them, and you will 
very ſoon throw them entirely from you. 

Put them in the balance with everlaſting 

glory and felicity, and ſee which will 

preponderate; for chooſe you muſt, the 
one or the other. 

1 need not expatiate « on obedience, 
with ſuch an one as you deſcribe. Four | 
lady abbeſs, it can be no very hard taſk ; 

and beſides, the immeaſurable length of 
my letter terrifies me. A thought 
ſtrikes me, my dear madam. You 
have probably heard of my eldeſt 

daughter; the Count, her ff incere ad- 
| mirer, has doubtleſs been laviſh in her 

praiſe ; and though it may ſeem miſ- 
placed in a parent's mouth, yet L can 
aſſure you ſhe borders on perfection; 
but this perfection, how hardly has it 
been attained ! the recital of her ſuffer- 
ings, methinks, would make your ſitua- 
tion appear very eaſy. I ſhall tranſmit 
it to your uncle, and truſt to his. 
diſcretion to communicate it to you, 
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too happy, if. in that, or any other 
Ps 1 can Ee e Lincerely 1 


3 Madam, Ke. I} 
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I, ö 170 this x nun, the public are in- 


debted for theſe letters. It may 
be remembered, that Madame du 
g _ Montier promiſed them to the Mar- 
1 N quis, and tranſcribed them with this 
intent. The Count afterwards be- 


| 1 coming poſſeſſed of them, imparted 
[al them to his niece, who derived fo 
much benefit from their peruſal, that 


ſhe thought herſelf authoriſed to copy 


them for her further edification, and 


after the death of moſt of the parties 
Intereſted therein, ſhe gave them to a 
friend, from whom [I received them 
to give to the Fel 1 
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he _—_ to Madane + Montier, : 


O not be „ my * ts 
- at what I am going to tell you. 
Thoſe who call themſelyes the -Mar- 

quis's heirs, begin to talk loudly of a 
ſubſtitution, which they pretend ſubſiſts 
at ſome village lawyer's at the extre- 
mity of the King's dominions, on the 
Milaneſe ſide. A more palpable falſe- 
hood there cannot be: not one of the 
Marquis' 8 anceſtors ever lived in thoſe 

parts, nor perhaps even travelled through 
them. They threaten me with this 
fabricated piece through the perſon 
who has the Marchioneſs's letter of 
attorney, but who juſt now is out of 
the kingdom. I wait their attack with 
the utmoſt compoſure, and I. believe 
my determination, which they are ac- 
quainted with, to ſupport the cauſe with 
Yigaur; delays their proceedings. 
"US F 


(+74 ) 

he Countifs" owned to me in con- 

Leſtation the other day, that ſhe once 
had the impertinence to ſay you were 

ignorant of the art of living at a court, 
where you had never been, and con- 
ſequentiy unfit to dictate her conduct 
there. She was certainh miſtaken 1 
this notion, but I think I do you no 
injuſtice by the belief that you are as 
unknowing i in matters of chicanery, as 

you are capable of giving precepts and 

advice to live virtuouſſy and ſuitable 

to all conditions and ſtations in life. 

Leave then to me the former of theſe 
ſciences, and continue, if vou pleaſe, to 

exerciſe the latter. 
My niece 1s quite enchanted with a 

letter you have written her; ſhe ſays 
vou have converted her, and in. truth, 1 
begin to credit it, for ſhe goes no 

more to the parlour. | She writes. me 

word, that you have promiſed her the 
bier of our dear Marchioneſs' s life; 

have you really written it, madam ? It 
indeed 


(mz) 
indeed deſerves it, and till more 1 
your own hand. As it is to paſs 


through mine, I partake in my niece 2 


| impatience, 3 
Such a life, ſuch a biographer ; ; two 


circumſtances highly capable of render- 


ing the work ineſtimable in my eyes. 
Ere long, I truſt you will have another 
ſubject equally worthy of your pen, 
and the hiſtory of my dear Counteſs 
will be no leſs intereſting. The change 
wrought in her is next to Wirges ; 
one can hardly perſuade oneſelf that 
| ſhe was ever any other than mild and 
penile; it is 

While I was pouring forth. the 
grateful tribute of my heart for the 
happy change of diſpoſition in my wife, 
I was interrupted by the entrance of a 
man, who, paler than death itſelf, 
ſtammered out a thouſand apologies for 
the neceſſity his profeſſion laid him 
under, of failing in reſpect to my! lord- 
ſhip. I —_ gueſſed he was a 
__ hailiff, 
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bali and 16 be proved.” affüred Mm 
he might galt Ke of his duty with⸗ 
out any riſk of incurring my diſpleaſiire, 
which ſeemed to ſet him at his cafe. 
It was the famous ſubſtitution he 
came to announce, and 1 was ſo i impa- 
tient to ſee this morſe! of iniquity, that 
T hardly gave him timeè to explain the 
1 | purport of his viſit. Some friends, well 
1 Þ- wrled. in the law, maintain it to be fo 


Ya af 47 


0100 of, difficulty 5s confanNs” the 
impoſture: we muſt, however, litigate, 
and F am refolved to perifh, rather than 
ſuffer the triumph of wickedneſs and 
perjury. Ere long I am convinced I 
ſhall have the pleaſure to behold the 
; downfall of the inventors of this for- 
gery, with thoſe alſo, who have aided 
and abetted them in it. Public intereſt 
demands that ſuch wretches be exter- 
minated from the dwellings of men, 
and I would give the half of my for- 
The to fee them racked on the wheel. 
1 The 
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(/ 378, » 1 


The ſabje& agitates me ſo much I can 
write no longer, and am ſcarce able to 
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offers of accommodation, abc ſay it 
would be giving weight to our adver- 
ſaries pretenſions. Permit me, there- 
fore, to abide by their advice, and let 
me likewiſe entreat you not to trouble 
the Marchioneſs about it. 
triumphed over their hade before 
your anſwer can arrive. Toy 
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Madame ae Montier 70 the 0 bunt. 


Torr my word fon it, my dear Count, 

you boaſt a bravery you do not 
poſleſs, or if it is real, I muſt tell you 
that you underſtand nothing at all about 
law-ſuits, and that I am an abſolute 


een in e, e with vou- 


W „ | I was 


1 ſhall have 


Tiff fora 


. 
<0, ugh; - ALE WE ＋ rng 7 75 N 9 — = 
r . 28 Es oc *. 8 * . 
. — 3 Kage, as 3; 8 * * 


- i 
Ix 


— ———— ————ͤ 22 
* r - 


. . 


— Ne, — 
= OE eg FRY 
iy 


9 = » N 1 < Oo . 
— ”= " of ee 2 x 4 

No — 3 waa r <7 
3 p 1 p 9 5 * 
- * _ * 2 9322 a — 23 2 24 


7 „ 


* HIRE P 


— ETA 7 * FO 47 Bu 4 1 —_— * 8 * 
6 4 - «AA 22 . he - v3, " - 4; 8 1 ä EW nx * " wy — 
- 2 3 14 * I 7 IF dh <, * * p - * . 2 — 4 4 . a x $81. ta 4 v OR.” 75 > L. n = — * 4 a» < ao 3 
? y 4 - 1 Liao k r 8 — 2 © Lin : = 2 3 * l 5 a ere WARE IPL] wo 9 . * 2 1 2 1 wn pul — E — . * . * Tn 1 3 
— — M 4 8 Fas 1 * — W —— 2 CES F e, 4 2 I - A r 178 8 „ ²˙ » 1 pot” 3 * 1 — 22 s E 3 . W 
7 wo D * * 1 — —— [ * = = we a wr n * 2 — p * " . * Wy; „ * Wl. > 1 7 0 — 2 = cg A Ps, = = A 
62 Nt 2 — A > A; : — 2 x 7 * — 3 . SE £ , — 2 * * 7 > — — A - — Y $ * =>. p 3 
1 295 n u.: 2 — 2 o_ 9 — — 2 * 4 15 1 £4 * 3 4 7 rs 4 4 * ; 2 — #2. 7, ht: "No l . D * cut wn SD 
. - — . Lg y Fg 2 @ ue al _ A . 5 8 A. * 1 1 8 * l y * * * J 4 7 1 : — ' 15 2 G 7 ** 
7 4 7 * a — * > ir q * mY * «3 — — 2 — : 4 - 5 4 ca " - 72 b 3 2 2 = * p 7 * — 8 N Ss — — = — — Mo — — nee + Sara > 
fe > . * — 1 4 4 „ Z => . + £5 2 0 E & — SY 8 — — EL — 
* L vin ©. 1 - a Tv” _ _ = ©. - aud, . = <4 _ — = * 2 — — 2 E 4 7 5 * « SS | 1 my 221 — 2 * N — ro = 
RX * , 2 2 2 > — — 4 AFP» 1 5 r _ X - 4 2 
1 . Wn os . = age: — — 2 —5 2 2 * Bs q IF - = 2 3 . 5 — A mw Sd 
2 7 x - . — —— 2 £ = - — L — Þ = 4 2 8 bo fn. — = — * 
» fs 3 n > 4 e A i try © - — * FI : I a 2 > — wa X SPY . wi * 


r 
— 
* 


— 


5 : N 4 
1 . £ a 
1 r : TTY 
bo 7 ' ed 
Ai 1 
C 8 ? , 
+ B l 0 8 \ | ; 


I was obliged to fultain, © or "rather ter- 
minate one in my life, that had been 
pending thirty years, and at laſt, what 
did we. gain by it? A law-ſuit "EY 
| perfect bydra; notwithſtanding my ar- 
\ Bl | dent” deſire to finiſh it, and the per- 
. miffe on my deceaſed huſhand gave me 
to, employ. What money 1 thought pro- 
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cloſe. The adverſe Party would have 
all, or nothing, and my conſcience 
would not ſuffer me to ſee my children 
reduced to want. ' Had it regarded 
only myſelf, I verily believe I ſhould 
have preferred it to being the innocent 
cauſe of the hatred, the invektives, and 
other crimes this bateful ſuit occaſioned | 

to my enemies. | | 

| You will retort upon me the "BOP 
„ my dear Count: did this 
affair concern myſelf alone, I would 
abandon it, but it regards the intereſt 
of the widow. and the poor ; duty there- 
fore enjoins me to proſecute it. Cer- 
FD E tainly 


per, I was two years in bringing 1 
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tainly it does; 3 in this, view, proceed a8 
* chriſtianity will permit; but in 
what caſe I would aſk, does, it counte- 
nance your hating your neighbour? 
Now this fellow creature whom you 
would han g or break on the wheel, you 
cannot ſay you love him ? Obſerve, my 
dear friend, how watchful is your ad- 

verſary the devil, to deprive you of the 
merit of a good action: for one it 
| affuredly is, to reſtrain fraud and vio- 


1 Me. Take notice how he ſets about 


Under the aſpect of love, under the 
eint of Juſtice, he, ich is the Na of 
gains nos to your breaſt: turn | 
the ſnare "againſt himſelf; plead, if it 
be neceſſary; provided enmity and Al- 
will have no ſhare in your interference, 
the Almighty will not be offended at it. 
And why ſhould you hate our oppo- 
nents? Firſt, as I before mentioned, it 
may happen juſtice is on their ſide, « or 
if otherwiſe 97223 may not know it, and 4 
1 * 2 


; * 


* 1) 


are e perhaps the dupes of ſome rogue of 
a lawyer. In fine, ſuppoſing them to 
be partakers in iniquity, ah ! ſhould 
you not rather have compaſſion on 
them? If they prevail againſt us, and 
.get poſſeſſion of our wealth, we ſhall 
not deſerve commiſeration, but they 
will, who purchaſe future puniſhments 
with our ſpoils.” IP: beg, T entreat you 
will not be a partaker i in their guilt by 
' + Four, hatred of them. Pardon them 
the trouble they are about to give you, 
as you hope that God ſhall pardon you. 
_Fhis. js my. old doctrine, or rather that 
of the goſpel. e 

Tobey your injunAions reſpetiing the 
Marchioneſs, well knowing the great- 
neſs « of her foul needs no preparation 
for the probability of being leſs rich. 
| She would think herſelf highly favoured 


by the Lord, were ſhe to become abſo- 
N Pow. EEE + 
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& 7 


m. Goin 70 Madame 1 au. 


eur ONE 


1 THINK it right to appriſe you vs. 
 yery extraordinary viſit you are 
going to receive, and alſo of the melan- 
choly circumſtances which occafion it. 
In vain would I conceal the horrible 
injuſtice done to our' much. beloved 
Marchioneſs; ſooner or later you muſt 

know it, and indeed it is my duty to 
prevent certain formalities which could 
only ſerve to aggravate her misfortune. 

An act moſt notoriouſly falſe, has been 5 
declared valid, conſequently, the 3 join- 
ture of the reſpectable widow, depend- 
ing on this property, falſely ſaid to be 
forfeited, is loft. Seventy- four thouſand 
livres, which the Marquis borrowed 
three years ago to ameliorate his eſtates, 
are likewiſe loſt to three families who 
— advanced the ſum, and who are thus 

| reduced 
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1educed to indigence. The penſions 
aſſigned to his late domeſtics muſt of 
neceſſity drop, for they will not ſurely 
be paid by his iniquitous inheritors. 
Jou know my heart and fortune, 


my dear and much-reſpe&ed' parent; 


the one aſſures you the other; and do 
not imagine that my large family can 
be any obſtacle to the fulfilling thoſe 
duties and obligations Daene and N 


ſiſter's ſituations demand. Of 541 


You will tell me, you have more 


Wis the ſimple neceſſaries of life; to 


which I can return the ſame anſwer for 
my children. In making over a part 
of my property, they will ſtill have a 


good independance, exceeding their 
merits, could they ever be baſe enough | 

to regret what I am reſolved at this. 
time to $0, whether you conſent or | 


not. 

Tbis "RY will reptile only one 
day Maftrilli s arrival at the caſtle. In 
the embarraſſment and confuſion inevi - 

ably. 


( 181 ) 
tably attending a precipitate! removal, 


he has undertaken to conduct you, and 
to ſtand in my place; for you muſt eva- 
cuate the caſtle without delay. I would 


not certainly reſign ſo precious a charge 


into the hands of another; but for two 


reaſons, which retain me here. The 


firſt is, the ill ſtate of the Counteſs's 
health, who is far advanced in her | 


pregnancy; the ſecond is, that Maferilli 


wiſhes to profit by this opportunity, to 


make ſome overtures of a deſign he im- 


parted to me, immediately after my re. 
turn from you, and which he would not 


allow me to mention till the Marchi- 
oneſs's year of widowhood was expired. 


He is the only one, who does not lament. 


the failure of our law- ſuit; on the con- 
trary, he rejoices at being able to lay at 


her feet, a fortune, capable of indem 


nifying her for the injuſtice ſne has ſuſ- 
tained. He takes this ſtep with fear and 
trembling, for make no ſecret to him of 


the difficulty I apprehend in perſuading 


my 


e 
1 .. 
17 þ- 
R. 4 { 

73 wo, 
. : 
4 
* 

'2 N 
1 

bf 
, 
* 
4; 
} 
oy * 
1 
1 

bY 41 
0s 
| l 

iN 
tt 


» tz 
i 
: 1 
wk 
9 


* 
7 
1 
IQN 
* 


92 * 
DF. r 3 LE + "9 » 
r IO I TRE es as 


_ 


2 5 a 
2 = * — . —— 


* 2 ifs * 1 20G 
TIO to form a ſecond en ents 
though I cannot inform him, that what 
conſtitutes, in this caſe, the greateſt ob- 
ſtacle to his happineſs, would enſure 
that of another. Her delicacy will re- 
preſent | to her, as'a crime, the ; ſenti- 
ments ſhe once entertained for him; 
and I ſhould utterly deſpair of the ſuc- 
ceſs of his enterprize, but for my reliance 
on you: and to induce you to ſecond us, 
let me intreat you, Madam, to conſider 
the advantages nen from ſuch an al- : 
liance. 0 
Maftritli enjoys an income ink "a 
mouſand livres a year; he has two hun- 
dred thouſand livres in ready money, 
with which he offers to pay the Mar- 
quis's debts, and acquit his legacies. 
Juſtice alone ſhould incline you to pre- 
"vail with the Marchioneſs: the re- 
eſtabliſhment of three reſpectable fami- 
lies, whoſe ruin her huſband | 


nocently occaſioned, is concerned 2 : 
it. It will. — you to ſettle your 


two 
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two other daughters, and to ſupport 
1 1 uſefub \ 2 for the 

The Marchioneſs i is but uſt turned 
of thirty; the man who offers her his 
hand, has ſaved her life; he was held 
in very high eſtimation by the late Mar- 
quis; and J can ſolemnly aſſure you, 
that my dear deceaſed friend has fre- 
quently ſaid in confidence, that if he 
died before his ſon was grown up, he 
ſhould wiſh his widow might give him 
a father in Maſtrilli, en he thought 
s worthy of her. 

'Weigh well theſe eirertinſdimobyy; my 
dear Madam, and give. them their due 
weight with the Marchioneſs. I am 
certain this affair reſts ſolely with you, 
which induces me to let my friend de- 
part. You are no ſtrangers: to each 
other's merit, and cannot, J am ſure, 
withhold your eſteem. On- perſonal ac- 
quaintance F know you will Gn him 
for a fon. ve "9 | 


0 
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NV wife. unites ber intreaties with 
on | e e me to leave 525. that v3 way 
add ſtrength to your ſolicitations and 
| arguments, in behalf of one with whoſe ; 
merits ſhe is well acquainted, they are 
| ſuch, that 1 cannot ſufficiently wonder 
at ber. preference of me to him, who 7 
am; fo Sea his inferior. : 


Ws 


Wn De Afar: 40 phe preceding. 


70U would do me great injuſtice, 

15 my dear Count, did you ſuſpect 
me of having omitted any effort to de- 
termine my daughter in favour of Maß 4 
trilli; not that I was alarmed at the ſitu- 
ation to which ſhe is reduced, or daz- ; 
zled with that preſented to her accept- 
ance; they are the merit and amiable 
qualities of this nobleman, that make 


me SEE not haying him for a ſon. mY 
| Were F 


— 
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Were 1 to uſe only the language of 


the fleſh, I ſhould ſay, my beloved child? 


had not been happy in her former marri- 


age; you know, as well as myſelf, that 
the clouds that obſcured her beſt days, 


ſucceeded each other ſo rapidly, as ſcarce 
to leave her any intervals of repoſe; 


| but I am a chriſtian, and, in that ſenſe, 


can only regard her ſufferings with the 
eyes of faith. They were neceſſary to 
her ſanQtification, and ſhe might pro- 
bably loſe, in a happier ſtate, the trea- 


ſures ſhe has acquired by them. To 


enable you to do me juſtice in this af- 
fair, I will give you a detail of the con- 
duct I purſued. Your friend, I am 


very ſure, will tell you, it is not my 


fault he is not happy 5. he ipal is 
convinced of it. 


The virtue and fortitude of my ; child 
needed no previous preparation to an- 
nounce to her that ſhe was abſolutely 


ruined; and, but for the circumſtance x 
of n s coming, and his deſigns, 


1 ſhould 
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I ſhould 3 made uſe of no precauti- 
ons to inform her of the loſs of her 
cauſe; but, upon mature conſideration, 
I thought it beſt to defer it till I had 
talked with your friend. 1 therefore, 
upon reading your letter, told her, that 
| Maofririlk having ſome buſineſs of im- 
portance to tranſact in France, you had 
deſired him to ſee us en paſſant, and 
that he would arrive the next dax. 
A s I faid this, I obſerved: her eoun- 
tenance, though without appearing to 
do it, but could not perceive the leaſt. 
emotion from this intended viſit; on the 
contrary, ſhe told me it would give her 
a degree of pleaſure, as ſhe was ſure he 
had felt the loſs of the. Marquis, and 
ſhe ſhould find conſolation, in mingling 
her tears cher his. This commence- 
ment made me augur well for your un- 
dertaking, but I confeſs I reaſoned 
very badly; I might have diſcovered 
that there remained. not in her breaſt. 
ow wo. of the regard ſhe formerly 
dreaded, 


(- wh % 


An dec btherwifcez his near bee x 
would have excited either emotion or 
conſtraint. At ſupper ſhe renewed 
the ſubject, and praiſed his good qua- 
lities with a n that e; 
duped me. 

The day followings he ved, as you 
had ſaid, and his firſt appearance made 
on me the moſt favourable impreſſion: 
not that I was charmed with the depth 
and brilliancy of his underſtanding; the 
moſt ſenſible man in the world always 
makes a ridiculous appearance when 
he is in love, and is uncertain of his 
fate, and our hero did not come off 
better than another. He pretended he 
could make but a very ſhort ſtay at the 
caſtle, and, to my great aſtoniſhment, 
the Marchioneſs told him, he owed us 
_ atleaſt a fortnight. 

I need not fay what was the fubjeR 
of our. diſcourſe for the two firſt days: 
we lamented our lofs as if it had been 
recent, and The” * and * 

this 
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this young man evinced for the Mar- 
quis, gave me the higheſt opinion of 
his heart. The day allen his arrival 
he contrived, a t&te. a" tote with me, 
when he was more poſe than in 


4 
* 

* 
2 
W- 

— 


company with the Marchioneſs, and 


after promiſing to ſecond him to the 


utmoſt of my ability, he hinted at the 
neceſſity of taking meaſures for leaving 
* caſtle, before we were compelled to 


Ihis I thought would be a favour- 


able opportunity for his declaring his 
ſentiments to my daughter, and there- 


fore agreed to inform her of the loſs of 


her fortune in his preſence. . He was 


penetrated with the tranquillity and 


compoſure with which . ſhe received 


may enſure to — that promiſe, re- 
plied 


this account; only when I ſpoke of the 

three families involved in her ruin, ſne 
was quite overcome. O God forbid, 
exclaimed ſhe, then, pauſing a moment, 
added, no, my dear mother, they cer- 
tainly ſhall not loſe a farthing. You 
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plied I, if you will accept the reſource 
providence holds out to you. At that 
inſtant, Maſerilli threw himſelf at her 
feet, and this action ſufficiently ex- 
pPlaining the nature of the aſſiſtance I 
alluded to, ſhe coloured prodigiouſſy, 
while he ſtammered out the offer of his 
hand and fortune. Recovering herſelf 
a little, ſhe gave me a look, as if to re- 
proach me for the ſpecies of treachery 
J had praQtiſed; and begging Maſgrilli 
to rife, with infinite grace ſhe «thanked 
him for the generoſity of his offers, but 
added, that the had taken a firm reſolu- 
tion to be faithful to her huſband's me- 
mory, and that her vow was irrevoca- }. - 
ble. I then made uſe of the arguments 
you had furniſhed me with, to which ſhe 
_ inſtantly replied, in ſuch a manner, as 
effectually to ſilence me. She expected 
the loſs of her ſuit, and had ſettled her 
affairs accordingly. The faithful valet 
of the Marquis, whom ſhe retains in her 
e had, by her order, carried her 
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| Jewels to Genera, with an inventory of 


Her plate, for which altogether they 
offer one hundred and eighty thouſand 
 Hvres, inclu 


».. 


ing ſome valuable furni- 
ture ſhehas it in her power to diſpoſe of. 
From this ſhe proved, that, after paying 


her huſband's debts; and what ſhe her- 
ſelf had taken up to recompenee his do- 


meſtics, ſhe ſhould have left ſix hun- 


dred livres a year, which ſhe thinks ſuf- 
ficient to live upon With 8 or in a 
- Convent. 


So then, ſaid L the na he ihe 


155 ſufferers? That is what rends my 


heart, returned ſhe, but the Almighty 
will require no more of me, in this re- 
ſpect, than is in my power to perform; 


and though the aid he has deſtined 
them from all eternity will not paſs 


through my hands, yet will he not per- 


mit them to be tempted by poverty, 
above what they are able to bear. 


I had now but one argument left, 


: which youu had not n and which 


J re- N 


| L 
1 regarded as my laſt reſource. You 
have incurred other expences by your 
loſs, reſumed I, and have ſtill large 
ſums to pay, independant of thoſe the 

Count has advanced, and which his 
(goneroſity will not mention. 
_ I could have wiſhed, ſhe rejoined, to 
have been chargeable to no one; my 
pride would perhaps ſuffer, by re- 
ceiving aſſiſtance from any beſides my 
reſpectable brother - in- law; ; but from 
* I confeſs I would willingly. accept 
An income, more moderate than 
1 J had computed, will ſuffice me, 
and the fourteen thouſand livres on 
which it was founded, will ſerve to de- 
fray the expences you mention. 
hen, riſing, with a ſweet ſuffuſion of 
pure delight on her countenance, ſhe 
exclaimed; I thank thee, O my God, 
I ſhall return into the boſom of the 
earth, as I came into the world, naked, 
e d deſtitute of, Lee: 


po 


£ 5 
me if L thought it impoſſible to change 
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her heroic- determination. I did not 


Hatter bim, well knowing it is from no 
inconfiderate ſally, ſhe has formed the 


_ fefolvtion of continuing a widow: 


it is doubtleſs one of long ſtanding, and 
1H ſhould be very loth to combat the re- 


ligious motives that induced her to 


make it. I however attempted it in 
ſome meaſure; but returned with a 


fuller conviction, that my endeavours 


were unavailing. The reſt of the day 
| the employed in preparing to accompa- 
ny me to the paternal abode, and en- 


treated me to perſuade Maſtrilti to de- 


part, and to aſſure him from her, that 
during her whole life ſhe ſhould ſuſtain 
' ſentiments of the trueſt gratitude for 
his noble conduct on the preſent occa- 
1 added to thoſe ſhe already felt for 


the 


29 


rr 
— Gniling?' Wich you, my deareſt mother 
ſhe replied, F cannot practiſ 
ment: I felt a. womentary emotion, 
when I beheld AMaftriti at my feet ; but 
it vaniſhed like a flaſh of lightning; my 
beart is filled with another love, for 
which it is too narrow, and Lam care 
ful not to diminiſh. its ſmall capacity. 
She, who is not married, fays Saint Paul, 
has no other care but that of pleaſſ 
God, whereas a wife is Wie betweey 
him and her huſband. 5 
I know he addreffed Kanter 'to vis 
gins, but I think it equally applicable 
to widows.” 1 have choſen the better 
part, my dear mother, rather pray that 
it may not be taken from me, than 
yourſelf ſolicit me to renounce 8 It i is 


the only circumſtance i in which 1 feel | 
fe to withſtand your advice. 


myſelf abl 
God forbid, I replied, that I ſhould 
Vol. III. K give 
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IK onduct us to 11155 and that J. ads Le 
EQN d 
cepted his offer. dels d 
1 fee it all very plainly, nd the 
Marchionefs; my dear mother had en- 
| tered into the conſpiracy that was 
forme med againſt me; Maſtrilli has ſoft 
ened her, the regrets the oſs, of ſuch 
a fon; but I HOP find means to ſet, us 
all to rights again. Heh 5 
Firſt, © may ſuppoſe, hot. 3 
kit an injury, that he 1 is extremely ſul- 
 ceptible « of the tender, Techn thaugh 
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tancy. e G VEN LSE erely at- 

tached to Matilda, but Je ted 
his cure. The con ition he awrme in 

after my accident on the river, exeited „ 

his pity, and in a heart diſpoſed; to bens 
? en e wee to love. bp 

0 calling it, has produced, 

his Preſent ſentiments, Which are not 

ſo „alarmingly violent, as to make me ap- 

prehenſive of the e conſequences. It may 85 

eafily come to paſs, that to copſole! him- 

ſelf for my refuſal, 1 he may fall. in YE. 

with one of my ſiſters, and, frankly 


ſpeaking, I ſhall. not; pity; her to whom 5 1 
he offers his heart, though, it bel but in 1 
| 


On a, 


L 


3 
2 


the third degree. Theſe children have 
not indbibed; from pernicious novels, wy Mn 
that falſe delicacy, that prevents women . | | #1 
trom accepting the addreſſes of; 2 man, : 
becauſe they are not the firſt to whom 
be has pald them. . I therefore conſent / 
to "bis" being our guide, relying | too 
«Rs E much 
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bee 
ferof 1 foil too our 1b bold se 
We hall! ſet out in three days, my 
daughter requiring this pace of time to 

ilpofe of her effects“ 7 Nfrilli 18 de- 


Iighted | with this Gelay; fot he Has 
 fomething to 46-at” Lyons, "Whithet he 
going g poſt; and, as he ſays it w 9 
L ale in two 2 wo hours, he Piſs 60 1 

urn to us o bee 5 ane 
Yo 3 8 10 ey 101 2 4 1 10 9 After 
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After 1 had retired to my ahthtgent 


for the night, Marni, who had taken 
his leave after fupper, on account of 
ſetting off early in the morning, aſked 
leave to ſpeak with me alone. I was 
much amazed, to behold him on his 


- knees before me, and Rill more ſo, when 
he declared he would not uit that 
poſture, till I had granted him the re⸗ 


queſt he was going to make. AST 


thought it could no longer relate to the 


Marchionefs, J aſſured hirn, he would 
afford me the bigheft poſſible gratifica- 


tion, by Worms me, in what 1 could 


oblige him. He roſe with tranſport, | 


and bored me to- admire bis generolity; 
though he could not 1 with” 15 i 
accept his offer. 

It. was, he id, a mere ile 
two hundred thouſand franks 78 
take, to finiſh my daughter's S affairs. Ie 
impulſe I was unable to reſiſt, and 
which 1 confeſs to be a real impru- 
dence, made me ſuddenly exclaim 
| hat would I not give for fuch a bon 
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'To which he replied; in che ſame brea h, 
What would 1 not give for ſuch a mo- 
ther; Will you believe it, Lembraced 
him; but poſitively aſſured hin] ſhould 
offend: the Magehioneſs;þ beye | 1 
dokeacy eee, de 
big tm 


N beſecel you; whe- 
r en is the effect af her litug- 
x of Some Sat; am in- 


410 10 Pw, UN rn 
3735 become ' ſources of a thonſand 
Anxieties:, 7 What mother, was ever 
more bieſſed in ber childre?, And yg 
hat. eee red more 
nes from them? F beg 2 f 
i; 8:y08r Jettex, cannot; _ me here, 
you.muſt- deset o ths laß 0 the po 

Squſe at Sens. 
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11928 The: Coint io o 2 een arts 
Aa n hitiroidbongts ho 5 tte: ü 
1 A completely "filenoet, . dear 
And on ———— withhold 
ber conſent from a union I had defire 
with the greateſt ardour'; the certainly 
was not happy in her firſt marriage, 
and if we may credit appearancès, the 
would have found with Aru ell that 
ean be reaſonably expected of Happl- 
neſs in this life. ' But her Ambition is 
more unbounded 3 ſhe defres 4 Felicity 
unmixed with woe; and it is only in oy 
kindred heaven ſhe can poſſeſs it. 
Were I leſs * acquainted” with *. 
'fuperior” virtue 1 ſhould doubt lie 
adility to preſerve the "exoitiplity rels. 
lation ſhe has formed: Still fo y 
to handſome, without children, that 
fortune: all fſeemed to ſolicit her com- 
| Wa de Wilk ore ines! She alone 
2 18. Mug, 
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| Ws refuſed an” eſtabliſhineht which iz 


thouſand others would "regard las the | 
4 r pn ra of blifs! She will not 


caſt à look behind her, but, like the 


ehildren of Levi, will hãve no Portion 
on earth, becauſe the Lord is her Por- 
tion and inheritanee; the | truly merits 


adiniration. - But hold, there is "ove 
point on which I -eanriot prai 
offence” to ber exalted ſoul; the = the 


laſt in the world 1 would fuſpet of ex. 


veſſive pride. T b 


oical, a 1 beg Yor 

will tell her- from me dye and -over 
again, that J am inexpreſſiblj ſho 

and vexed at it. The fins At. ki Jive 


upon four ox fve hundred livres year ! 


what, ſhall. I enjoy an income of twenty 
| ad, tbe half of whieh ſuffices 
ſor my expenditure, and ſhall a fiſter 


envy we the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of 


applying my oyerplus to her neceſſity > 


Len quite provoked del I think of 


14 TE 7010 81 Ce a it; 


it; and my wife is no..lefs, ſo- 1 
nothing of the bumility_ af a ai 
which does not bluſh to receive benefits, 
ſince Jeſus. himſelf. ſubſiſted doubtleſs 
upon the benefactions of the rich; for 
we do not find that be had any we 
fund for himſelf and bis diſciples: I 
ſpeak only of the duties of friendſhip. 
It is the common opinion, that the 
moſt glorious part appertains to the 
giver, and that the caſe of the receiver 
is extremely unpleaſant; this I poſitively 
deny. I have ſomewhere read, but 
where, I have forgot, that the perfection 
of friendfhip confiſts in accepting, with- 
out repugnance, the gifts of a fiend; 
it is the touch-ſtone whereby to eſtimate 
che reality of . thoſe OUT « that 
unite, men together... las L II. 

It requires but the effort of A {APD | 

| foul; to thare one's fortune. with an indi- 
gent friend, the pleaſure reſulting from 
it is ſo ſupreme, that it becomes a reward 


5 a; hungen $01, Joadk then, ifa the 
9 KS: Marchioneſo 
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n Marchioneſs feels that return of friend- 


ſhip. for me, Wich 1 bave a Tight. to 


c expect from the engagements we "have 
efitercd into on tbis head, might ſhe not 


4, » 1 * LE 


ceire the ſatisfaction 1 mould enjoy 


in being able to ſerve her at ſo foal 


an . ? Can ſhe ſtyle herſelf | my 
Ln ent yet from falſe delicacy, de- 
e &f 


Aire * S N 
+ > + ati, 


one of the ſublimeſt Sra⸗ 
tifications, of which the mind of man is | 


capable? No, it cannot be, | To reje& 
| ſtich*trifles, i is to- queſtion the Eneerity 


with which they were offered; 4 it is 


er 


wWoun ning. a friend, .moſt erueliy. 1 


2 


aſſure Jou, 1 never will forgive her, if 
ſhe makes the leaſt mention of Teim- 


burſing me one farthing of | the coſts 


of ſuit. Nay; fo far from being entitled 
to any indemnifcati on, my conſcience 


obliges me eto offer her One. 8 "Did f ſhe 
not through 5 ou defire me to Propoſe 
2 e And certainly, from the 


uncertainty” of the ſucceſs of their 
alcality, our adverfaries Would rather 


d 072! nil s inifgup boog 13 e rob 


5 wo | © 


have ic 6 


the W 


opted. s ban, 
hole, mes come F not 


| ſuffer | me to follow this prudent aft | 


| conſequently her poverty is my doing: 


Wis I not, therefore, to re 


the! 


evil I have occaſioned 2. Befides, the 
expence was very inconſiderable, for 


though. e 
enough to convict 


progfs were, not ſtrong 
our opp onents, yet, 


the preſumptions in our favour, were 
| Jus ages to 


W 


90 


which induced the 
E the coſts. N | 


The Counteſs | is; gie 
Rem an indiſpoſitio 
apprehend a witer and the 
cal people affirm, ſhe will complet 
nine months. Immediately after. 


| iy recovered 
poſition that, made ius, 


medi- 
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38 


— 2 


e her 


N 
per 


confinement, ſhe intends accompanying, 
me to Sens, | for which viſit we. hay 5 
obtained fix. months leave of "abſence, 


Should 'your Views reſpeQin far i 
be realiſed;: it will add much to our 


happineſs, | for 
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found. in this young noble 


feſstotyou I have given him x hints this 
ſort in my letter, for I have too good a 
opinion of him, to ſuppoſe he cen/attri-, | 
bute bur, deſire of his entering our 
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E your. deciſion, my dear 
2 fi iend, and read to the end, of my. 
oe 9 77 you pronounge me a fog}. 
loft heartily, have 1 


1 


come crupts and that, — 
mig! be pb. vou, and leayę you, ſtripped 
55 on the highway... And when v 
5 educed 10 this pitiable Gtustian. 
1 thi bon, ng Mü. 
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bleſſings beſides. Vet 
bald. among the —— eee 
this MAarriag 
vaukd:bo foumbowetoubater their vaſe 
which yet muſt be included in the 
bargain: this would be à good for 
nothing brother-in-law, who ſorts very 
ill with the reſt of, the family, which 
4 ſame perſonage i is no other than myſelf. 
In other words, my good friend, inſtead 
af adviſing you to hang yourſelf becauſe 
the Marchioneſs will not be your wife, 
1 erhort vo to embrace thi jy 1 8 
method of belonging” to her in cite ö of 
ſelf, by marrying one of her ſiſters 
Think not of replying to me by vows 
" eternal conſtancy; this is a chimera, 
exifiing only in books, er if elfewpefe, 
it is in the breaſts of fodls. ue 
and me right, 1 ſpeak of a conta 
unſuppor 8 * hope.” One is weaty 
of bovirig on etedity and of nerd 
change our Dec. but here Bes the 
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ber ſpace” of ten years, 
leaſt, you have Aaasbe, a” e 
paſſions; After your firſt flame, yo 
proteſted to me, love never again ſhould 
take poſſeſſion of your boſom; and you. 
will ſay as much now with the like ſuc- 
ceſs. A ſtate of apathy is not compatible 
with your years: / accuſtomed to the 
trammels of love, the heart muſt be 
fixed on ſome object, and this neceſſity 
blinds it as to the worth of that object 
from which it hopes to derive aſſiſtance 
5 throw off the languor that oppreſſes 
it. Vou might thus be tempted to caſt 
Ro your-affeQions, in a manner un.” 
* worthy. of the firſt flame that bad en- 
nobled our hearts; I ſay ours, my dear 
friend, for I knew the Marchioneſs 
before you did, that is to ſay; I adored' 
her before ſhe had been offered to your 
light ; in this only my r weine Biſ- 
tory correſponds with yours. Ireſpect- 
ed the ſacred ties that united her to the 
Marquis, and the virtue of this beloved 
Jus 1 1 


* 


" abjeft.. was. ſo _ to. my ſoul, that 1 


verily believe E ſhould have died with 
grief, could ſhe have been capable of 
relinquiſhing it even in my favour. 
This ſtrongly breathes the ſpirit of an 
Amadis, but is nevertheleſs ſtriftly 
true. {wok N 

I wore my chains for a . of 
time like a miſerable ſlave,, without the 
| ſmalleſt hope of ever breaking them, 


till my good genius inſpired the idea of 


ſeeking, aid by. changing my object. 
The recipe ſucceeded ſo: well, that I 
think myſelf bound by our mutual 
| friendſhip, to impart the ſecret to you. 
What diſtreſſes me in offering you 


one of my ſiſters. in- law, i is, that you are 
rich, and they are poor. In good earneſt 


then, 1 wiſhed. all theſe diſaſters _ 
befal Ton,, to ſet Fol more een 
level. 1 ip „ e 


"Make. trial. . 8 my 1 * 1 
how: the two little ones are perfet̃t 


þ Wales and 855 to character, nothing 
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but excellence: can cotne out of that 
family : and though one might) not be 


| eminently good on. entering it, one has 


at leaſt an | ardent. 
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TOUR ens my fo Cound, is a 
18 | ſeries of. calumnies and. falſe in 
ferences. K Prepare quickly for your 
trial, Lam going to examine your cauſe, 
that is to ſay, your letter, and lb 10 


il 


* I have a vaſt deal * price, 6 ts : a 

truth” L will accede to as much as yo 
1. but that it is from pride I reject 
your offers, is an abſolute calumniation. 
The reaſon i is ſimple: 1 do not think it 
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ſiſtence, when ole cannet p Pee n 
for bncſelf, but 1 Gem it Bates 
cnimiftal to take any ching 8 
for this plain argument, a lens fuper- 
fluity appertains to the poor; in this : 
| 2 1 may claim my ſhare, and pro- 
0” | neceffaries 
in the e 1 conſent to accept, 
I ſee nothing that ought to mortify me 
but were I to take more, I ſhould feel 
humbled indeed. I ſhould retrench 
from the poor, to whom you owe all 
you un; api? 1 ſhould: but receive it. 
bute it to them, and I ſhould be 
— in ſo doing. To friendſhip 'F 
ſhould be indebted for your kindneſs} 
and in beſtowing it on me, you would 
have only the tranſient gratification of 
being generous; whereas, the poor \ wilt 
owe your gifts to the motive of charity 
and you will have the ſolid advantage 
of giving to the Lord through them by. 
the diviſion of your wealth, an advantage | 
of which r will certalnlynot deprive you. 
| II know 
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re 
3; 1 . know: exagtly what vou | 


reply t to me. Firſt, the obligation to 


ſhare our fortune with the indigent, 


claims our relations as the Primary 
objects; ;. and to ſuecour them is to 


| pleaſe, the. Almighty. Secondly, Fam 


in want of neceſſaries, falſe ſuppoſition. 
Do you know, MN dear Count, that had 


1 remained, poſſeſſed of the Marquis's 
wealth, I ſhould h aye bee u very ſorry, 


had my own expences exceeded two or 


three hundred livres yearly! Do you 


know. likewiſe, that in the happy abodle - 
where Iam) henceforth. to dwell, facti- 
tious wants diſappear, and real ones 


only are to be found, which are reduci- 
ble to a very ſmall number ? Let me 


alſo add, that for ten years paſt I have 
ſuffered b beyond i expreſſion from p. the 


pomp and ſplendour” that ſurrounded 
me; that 1 ſighed after the'kapjly-flin- 


plicity that now awaits me; that not- 


withſtanding. my deſires in this reſpeR, 


Habits of e and "magnificetice 
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might baue gained an empire over my 
mind, and that Iregard the lofs of theſ 
good things I might have abuſed;” as 

the greateſt bleſſing Providence Wine ; 
beter o mul 427% 

Do not, therefore; vy me 51the! tres 
ſures of poverty I am about to enjoy. 
If by the appointment of heaven I 
ſhould ever loſe the means of ſupport 
I now! pofſeſs, truſt me, I will not wait 
for your offers; I will without ſeruple 
claim your aſſiſtance, even with plea- 
ſure, certain that I ſhould be conferring 
one on you by acting without reſerve. 
So then you draw a wrong inference 
when you accuſe me of doubting the 
validity of your friendſhip; or the ſatis- 
faction with which you would laviſh on 
| Mme whatever is in your power: I believe 
it would be very great, though not 
ſuperior to A 1 ſhould have in re- 
7 ceivingit. 2 112 2 el w . 4 % 4:5; 
Another lend 1 I. muſt repronch 
dan wie vou aſſert, that Iwas not 


* happy 
3 iS ou! $) 3X : 6 * 


having, undergone . ſome ortion 

misfortune. L ſhould. never have, ima - 
gined that a chriſtian could have res 
garded misfortunes as obſtacles to hap- 
pineſs. What! ſhall pagans have 


booked upon torture with andifference, 
and even with joy when the love of 
heir country expoſed wem to the 
Pu and thall a ee when 


Dale conceive it. Reden wr 15500 
ment, my dear friend, and * me wo, 
| inane to mine. 

For inſtance, I had e IPL not 
to mention the expences of my law- 
ſuit, but to let you make me a preſent 
of them, becauſe I muſt have taken 
from my requiſite expences to have 
reimburſed you: but Providence will 
not permit you the pleaſure of being 
generous, or me that of being obliged. 
I has fent me more than ſufficient ta 

acquit 


4 
acquit myſelf.” I was offered ati Gebevk 
one hundred and eighty thoufand livres 
for my valuables, and I have met with 
am honeſt Armenian, who fas givefi 
me two hundred and twelve thouſand? 
theſe are thirty two thoufand that I may 
be ſaid to have found by chance, and 
which conſtitute me a great and mighty 
lady. Let me then enjoy my opulence, 
for one of the principal Joys it _—_— | 
is the ability to pay my debts. If, 
ſpite of all reaſon, you obſtinately refals 
to fay How much I owe you, T ſhall eſti. 
mate it at twelve thouſand livres, and 
diſtribute this ſum, in your name, in our 8 
village. No rancour, if you. pleaſe; 
I Pony not reſi ign the gratification of be- 
ing juſt, merely that vou may haye that 
of being g gefierous. * 
very much approve 1 your views ; for 
Mafptrillr, for whom my eſteem i is conſi- 
derably augmented during our journey. 
Lam not et the only dne 5 the family 
who Stay” appreciates his merit: 5 my 
ä mother 


—_ — — 
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| mother is abſolutely in love with him 11 


and ſhe is you know ha connoiſſeur in 
wo orths,] dg not think the offer of his 


bei would be, rejefted, though. it be 


in the third degree, eſpecially. if he ad- 
dreſſes my youngeſt ſiſter, who is ſome- 
thing of a favourite with me, doubt- 
leſs becauſe ſſie greatly reſembles me, 


for the nous-memes is is always upper- 


moſt; but in the qualities of the heart 
and mind, the i is infinitely, my ſuperior, 
in which my mother would agree, with- 
out any fear of mortifying my pride. 


My other aſter is likewiſe very ami- 


able in ber way, but the pleaſes leſs, 
from being extremely grave: ſhe has ſo 


great a dread of a ſerious engagement, 
that her wiſhes are limited to the ppſ . 


ſibility of being always her own miſtreſs. 


She ingenuouſly owns it is not from any 
ſingular piety, that ſhe is averſe to marri-_ 
age; but from the love of independence. 
I rejoice. to hear of the Couuteſs's: 
recovery, and. expect; with extreme im- 
113 Patience, 


130 


patience, the time of her ebnſthementz 5 
and the moment of our meeting, that 1 
may embrace both her and yourſelf, my 


dear Count, n alſure you" TR 
how ſincerely | : ws ANG 
WF. | Lam, de. wo 
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MASTRILLI has juſt been with me; 
he came with your letter in his 
hand, and really I was near expiring 
with laughter at its commencement. 
He prays you to retract your kind 
wiſhes, aſſuring you, he has no need to 
be ſtripped to the ſkin, to make him de- 
ſirous of entering our family. True, re- 
plied I, but we muſt have wiſhed you 
in a fimilar fituation before we could 
propoſe it to you. He only anſwered; 
by dropping on one knee, and kiffing 
my hand. Some moments after, be 
3 3 offer a heart u N 


tk hiſs: —— — my ſixtieth - year 
gives me great privileges. I ſhall t think, 
ſaid I, that it is the heart of man; for I 
adopt the Count's reafoning in its full 
extent. A hopeleſs conſtancy is a ro- 
mantie virtue; and that love, that is in- 
jurious to duty, can never ſubſiſt in a 
good mind, in the place of a lawful en- 
gagement with an eſtimable and vir 
ous woman. I would ſay. more ks 
ſubjeQ,. were you. in our ſituation, and 
we in yours, or if I was not a 
intereſted i in the affair. 
Jou are too . 3 
plied Aaſtrilli; were ] poſſeſſed 10 0 a 
Crown, it could not compenſate the hap- 
pineſs of belonging to you. I am too 
ſenſible I. cannot become the ſon of 
| mother alter ag nouriſhed tl 
be 5 | 


s 
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ing Henrietta does not think me un- 


worthy: of her, my utmoſt wiſhes will 


be fulfilled in uniting my deſtiny to 
| bher's. 1 confeſs her extreme reſem- 
blance to the Marchioneſs has not a 


little 1 to wandler me ickle 
once again. 


1 made no effort to ebndeal me 37 


; this declaration gave me, and the Mar- 
chioneſs, to whom'I imparted it, would 


not for a moment delay congratulating - 
her ſiſter on her conqueſt. I left it to 


her to ſound Henrietta reſpecting this 
eſtabliſhment, and, in the mean _ 
amuſe myſelf with writing to you. 


I was afraid Hortenſia would be 4 


little jealous of the preference ſhewn 
by Meſtrilli to her younger fifter, but 
my fears were groundleſs. Her motto 
is, Liberty for ever, and ſhe rej ices at 
| biking , be eee . 
ſtruggle, which would infallibly - have 


happened, had his choice fallen on her. 
Henrietta found no difficulty in obeying | 


Vor. III. - me 
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me with a very good grace; fo that we 


are all in a very contented ſituation. 2 


The humble appearance of this 


abode; which has been my children's 
cradle, made no unpleaſant impreſſions 


on Maſtriili. There are to be ſure as 


many proofs of our ancient claims to 


nobility, as of our preſent poverty, and 


my future ſon-in-law was ſo engroſſed 


with the former, that he appeared 


| quite regardleſs of the latter. The 


ſupper bell calls me, I will finiſh my 


letter, when I retire for the night. 


O we have had a ſcene worthy of 
the pen of Molierez but, that you may 
fully comprehend it, it will be neceſſary 
to tell you, that Foreſt, the deceaſed 
Marquis's valet, and now my daugh- 
ters man of truſt, was not at the caſtle 


above a moment, during the time of 


Meftrilli's viſit, and then probably did 


not ſee him. Vou may remember we 


wrote you word that he ſet out for Ge- 


neva with 55 Naehe, 8 effects, N 


2 Ps, S278 ſome 5 
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| ſome hours after Mefrill went poſt to 


Lyons. . I" 


This is what Foreſt related at bis x re· 
turn. On his arrival at Geneva,, he 
alighted, according to cuſtom, at the 
white horſe, and before he could take 
off his boots, a man, who called himſelf 

a_Jew, came to him with: ſome rings, 
N to have them to ſell, and 


aſked him if he wanted any. Foreſt 


allowed they were very fine ones, but 
ſaid he had ſome much ſuperior, and 


opening a ſmall caſket containing my 
| daughter 85 he deſired to have his opi- 
nion upon them. The Jew, after exa- 


mining them, owned they far ſurpaſſed 
his own, and enquired if they were to 
be diſpoſed of; adding, that his father, 


who was a Jew of Armenia,'was going 


into France, charged with a conſider- 


able commiſſion in diamonds, that he. 
would pay ready money, and, he was 


very ſure, would give more for them 


tan he could get-at Geneva. 
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1 48 no o fort of * objeQion. to his ſee- 
ww them, replied Foreſt; but 1 have 
likewiſe a great deal of plate, which 1 
want to diſpoſe of at the ſame time; Is 
| it in the modern faſhion, alked the Jew? 
Q, for that, returned Foreſt, you need 
| not doubt. its being in the firſt taſte; 
the good gentlemen of Geneva, who 
are connoiſſeurs, will pay me for the 
faſhion of it, that I may abate. them 
twelve per cent, for their profit. 41 
: believe it, ſaid the Jew, and if it is ſuch 
as you. e we hall, be content 
n balf. 4 bay : 
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E lg rar the money was 1 ; 

2 yet he could not aflimilate, the poſſibi- 
lity of paying ſo large? a ſum with the 
ſpeaker's habit, which was. much the 
worſe for Wear. The other, perceiving 
his doubts, ſaid: do not be ſurpriſed at 
my tattered garb, it is 4 prudent pre- 

cCaution we trayellers, uſe, to. ſecure our 
6 treaſures; but come, my father is in this 
inn, 


. 227 ) 


3 inn, you need only therefore new him 
| your valuables, and may retain'them in 

your own hands till you receive pay- 
ment for them. This laſt propoſal en- 
tirely removing Foreſt's miſtruſt, he 
readily followed him into an adjoining 
room, where was his father in bed, 
with his face covered with plaiſters, for 
he had, he ſaid, fallen from his horſe; 
about a league from Geneva, and wound- 
ed himſelf i in ſeveral places. He began, 
by examining the things with / great 
attention, and, after having the plate 
weighed_ before him, be offered two 
| hundred thouſand livres for the whole. 
Foreſt | objeted, and required a thou- 
fand louis more: in ſhort, after ſome 
difficulty, they ſettled for two handed 

and twelve thouſand livres. 
The Jew then ordered a little An | 
to be brought him from under his bed, 
from whence he took a large leathern 
bag, containing three thouſand louis, 

which mr” the amount of the plate; it 


remained 
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remained to ſettle, for the diamonds, 
and a box of. very fine laces, which the 
tts, alſo purchaſed. He defired 

Foreſt, to keep. theſe, and accompany 


bis ſon to one of the moſt eminent mer- 


chants i in the city, who would pay the 


remainder of the ſum. As Foreſt well 
Ene w this merchant, he made no ſcru- 
ple of going with him. My dear friend, 
ſaid the banker to the Jew, Jam very 


ſorry I cannot accommodate you with 


the money vou want; but relying upon 
your journey to. Faris, I have remitted 
all my ſtock: pray inform me Why you 
have alter'd your plan? The young 
man replied, they ſhould ſtill go to 


France, where they had other funds, but 
that, having met with an opportunity 


at Geneva, of purchaſing part of the 


things they wanted, they had embraced 
it, as they were very valuable. Tis 
then of this gentleman you bought 


them, reſumed the banker? Theſe ap- 
Pa. 10 be the een of the, Marchi- 


47d aoneſs 
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oneſs of . Upon Foreſt's bebthlüg 
in the affirmative, he added; Tſhall find 
means to ſettle this buſineſs.” At preſent, 
can only furniſh fifteen hundred louis, 
but will give you letters of exchange, 
payable in'the courſe of next month, 
for the reſt; in the mean time, this 
good man ſhall keep the diamonds, for 
which J will be ſecurity to your father. 
They will be as ſafe in the Marchioneſs's 
poſſeſſion as in mine, and, on your re. 
turn from Paris, you can call for them. 
Foreſt told the banker we were go- 
ing to Sens; but this raiſed no impedi- 
ment to the bargain; and, the day fol- 
lowing, he returned to us with the mo- 
ney, the bills of exchange, and the dia- 
monds. We were exceſſively amazed 
to hear of ſo honeſt a Jew, and a mer- 
a chant ſo full of e but we 
booked no further. 55 
Foreſt ſet off a day before us os this 
place. to get the hoviſe i in readineſs for 
our reception, hee we ſafely arrived 
i | this 


ts). 


this morning. He had been too "GAY 


engaged in ſettling. the houſe, to reſume 
his uſual poſt, till ſupper time, which 
is that of ſuperintending the hes ſers 


yants, at table, where you know he al- 


Ways ſtands. behind the Marchioneſs's 


chair. Maſtrilli was ſeated between 
her and Henrietta, and was beginning 


aà recital of ſome adventure during his 
travels, when 1 obſerved the valet liſt- 


ening to him with the air of a man —_— 


ſeeks to recall ſomething to his mind. 


He left his poſt, and ſtanding behind 
me, he looked ſo attentively at Maſtrilli, 
that this laſt coloured high with confu- 


ſion. Are you ill Sir, faid I? No Ma- 


dam, it was only a ſudden vapour; and 


Foreſt reſumed his place. The next 
moment he repeated the like change of 


Gituation, and the ſame attentive curi- 


oſity, and every time Maftrilli ſpoke, he 
advanced to obſerve him with an ap- 


pearance of. uneaſineſs; and making 
a ſort of exclamation to himſelf, re- 
turned 


1 


turned to bis place behind his Rs 


trefec 00! 0852 | 85:33 

It was ſome time before” 1 Sd 
chis mancuvering; at length, what is 
the matter with you, friend, faid I, you 
cannot ſtand ſtill, do you want any 


thing with my Lord? No, Madam, re- 


bably are not much acquainied with 


plied the valet, only 1 thought I recol- 


lected his voice; but his Bike convinces 
me I am miſtaken. Theſe words fo- 
effectually diſconcerted M ftrilli, that 
I ſuſpefted ſome myſtery, though una- 
ble to penetrate it; and I Gated impa- 


tiently for the end of our meal, to get 


an explanation; when Maftrilh, reach- 
ing his arm acroſs the table, for ſome- 


thing in a remote ' diſh, Foreſt ſeized 


hold of it, and drawing his hand to- | 


wards him, conſidered his ring with 
great attention. Pardon me, my Lord, 


ſaid he; Tama connoiſſeur i in diamonds, 


theſe ladies know it well; but you pro- 


that rnd * * n not 8 it long 
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In your poſſeſſion: Thou art 2 8 
ing, 1 my poor Foreſt, ſaid the Marchi- 
otleſs, ſurely I have ſeen that diamond 
on his Lordſhip”: s finger for ſome years. 
Very poſlible my 55 rekurned he; all 
that I know is, that I ſaw it in his ſon' 8 
bands not a fortnight 5. 
Fiis fon, cried 15 Ves Madam, con- 
8 inued he, bowing his head ; but fince 
that time, Signor Maftrilli, who. was. 
very old, has grown. young again 

by twenty years, and has cut off his 


1+ A. * 


beard. This! IS the bores of jewels, or 


#1 £ 3.45 


man is mad, —upon my SS . 
The burſis of laughter from "the 
two you; ng ones; allowed him no time 
t fay 1 more, and 1 was equally foolith 
with. them; 1 for ſpite of the fear of 
affronting him, 1 could not forbear 
laughing at his embarraſſment. To put 
an end to our extrayagant mirth, = . 
called for ſome wine, and deſired every 
Se I one > 


MY 
one would drink to the health of the 


noble Armenian. Then, giving him my 
hand, confeſs the fact, my dear Lord, 


fald I. and permit as to teſtify the ſin- 
.cere admiration your ingen eus libera- 


lit inſpires. 2 o Res 
The poor Mariens any is en- 
trapped, and the thirty two thouſand 
livres over and above her expeCtation 
muſt be eraſed from the ſum of her fu- 
ture expenditure, for ſhe certainly can- 
not accept them. 


How cruel you are, Madam, ſaid Maj 


zrilli, Even ſuppoſing this man to be 
right, which I do not at all admit, Would 
you envy me the innocent pleaſure of 
devoting a very uſeleſs ſuperfluity to 
prevent the Marchioneſs trom depriy- 
ing herſelf of.. Of what, I pray, 
interrupted ſhe? "They are abſolutely 


trifles, of which I wanted to be rid, and 
would match very ill with this mourn- 


ing habit, which it is my determination 
ta” wear for the reſt of my life. I really 
* 1 intended 
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intended purting with them before the 
failure of my ſuit. Vour deſign was 
that of obliging me, by an augmentation 
of my income; I will not then refuſe 
your preſent, but if it is mine indeed, 
I am at liberty to diſpoſe of it accord- 
ing to my fancy. Suffer me, therefore, 
to remit this ſum to my dear Henrietta, 
| or if you deny me this favour, allow 
me to remain as I am, by taking back 
your gift HOY 
A courier from yourſelf, my we - 
Count, t te me, it is eleven 
O clock, ah! my God, does it announce 
do ma ſome new calamity ! revive, 
the Marchioneſs ſcreams aloud, but the 
tone of her voice has nothing in it to 
alarm me. I would run to hex; but 
my legs fail; I hear her corjng uP- to 
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The Count to th Min au; of * *. 2 


PHAT ithe Almighty God nevet 11. 


ſakes thoſe who ſerve and love him, 


is a truth, of which we have juſt re- 
ceived ſo manifeſt a confirmation, that 
Had my belief of it been withheld till 


this hour, I could refuſe it no longer. 


But you ſhall have the detail of an 
event that has excited emotions of : 


wonder and aſtoniſhment in the breaſts 
of all here, and which reſtores to you 


the fortune ſo unjuſtly raviſhed from 


you by the blackeſt fraud and iniquity. 


y according to cuſtom, to our ſovereign' 8. 


The day before yeſterday, I went 


levee. He till retains a very high 


regard for your merit, and with infinite- 
condeſcenſion,, enquired particularly 


after you. I could not help informing 
him of your ſituation, and alſo of the 
oanitatty with which you had 

: 5 embraced 
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embraced poverty as the means of. ac- 
quitting yourſelf tonourably, towards 
the „ © th BHT 

f PHE: king liſtened ith | eager atten- 2 
tion; and replied, it is impoſſi ble for the 
Marchioneſs to exiſt upon ſo ſmall a 
pittance, write her word from me, that 7 
I allow her twelve hundred livres a year. 
I was beginning to expreſs my lively 
gratitude for this goodneſs, when one 
of his gentlemen came and told him 
that a woman who ſeemed to be ex- 
piring, had had herſelf conyeyed to 
the palace, for the purpoſe. .of reyeal- 
ing to him ſomething of great im- 
portance. 

The king ordered her to be [BRMA 
into his preſence, ſhe came ſupported 
by two people, and the image of 
death ſeemed e on her coun- 
tenance. | 

- Shdcked at her appearance, he de- 
fired her to fit down, and enquired if 


ſhe hand TAME | thing to communicate 


— 
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| which be Xo; was to. hear. No 470 | 
replied ſhe, would to heaven the whole 
earth could witneſs what I have to 
relate. At the foot of the throne I lay 
the remorſe and lamentations of an 
unhappy criminal who has not four 
and twenty hours to live ; but who will 
die in peace if he can make reparation 
for his crime. | 

My unfortunate huſband, Goat 
with children, and extremely poor, 
ſuffered himſelf to be ſeduced by two 
of the Marquis of ***'s relations. He 
fabricated, at their deſire, a ſubſtitution, 
which puts them in poſſeſſion of a very 
conſiderable fortune, and thirty thou- 
fand livres were to be the recompenſe 
of this deed. With this ſum he deter- 
mined to come and ſettle at Turin, 
where we have been only two days. 
Yeſterday evening at eight 0 clock. he 
mounted his horſe to go to one of his 
ſeducers, WhO lives about two miles 
from hence, and, in the ſpace of a quar- 


ter 


(ap) 


ter of an hour after, he was brought 
back to me almoſt dead. His horſe 
grew, Teſtive Juſt as he had got out of 
the town, threw him, and tram pling 
upon bim, wounded Him 5 in ſeveral 
places. "The firſt intimation I received 
of this dreadful accident, was from A 
erowd' of people who accompanied 
him home; and being near my time, 
the fright brought on my labour, and 1 
was almoſt inſtantly delivered of a child: - 
who furvived its. a but a a few 
moments. 44 3 
My huſband earneſtly demanded. 4 | 
confeſſor, to whom on his arrival he | 
declared, that God had juſtly Puniſhed 
: him for his falſhood and iniquity, and 
deſi red he might be tranſported, hither 
to reveal it at your feet. His firength 
would” not admit of 1 RP and 
I could not entruſt any one with theſe 
rings, which will at once atteſt and ; 
repair his crime, and which his accom- 
BRA, might poſlibly haye found m means. 
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to Tequeſtrate. after. our death which, 
muſt ſhortly. happen. . 1, would have 
given them to the brother of the lady 
. have ruined, but this, my huſband 
would not agree to, leſt he ſhould be 
ſuſpeCted of colluGen with him ; there- 
fore, the ſole method of obviating 
this, was to remit theſe pen into your 
| majeſty s hands. 
In finiſhing theſe words, the RPM 
a ſmall portefeuille to the king, and 
fainted away from the efforts ſhe had 
. uſed in ſpeaking. He commanded all 
poſſible care to be taken of her, and 
diſpatched his own ſurgeons to endea- 
your at ſaving her huſband's life, from 
whom he deſired every information 
might be obtained. This man expired 
two hours after; having done whatever 
was required of a and his wife, who 
was innocent of his crime, ſurvived 
— only till this morning. I conſoled 
ber in her laſt moments, by tbe aſ- 
5 ſurance that 1 would take care of five 
| _ (mall 
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| ſmall children, who are left in imminent 
diſtreſs, which promiſe 1 nn 1 8 van 
giouſly obſerve. 9290 
Ihe portefeuille ſhe gate the eg 
contained a promiſſory note for fifteen 
thouſaud livres, being the remainder of 
the ſtipulated ſum, half of which had 
been paid; alſo the copy of the deed 
that deprived you of your property, 
written by the Marquis's couſin himſelf. 


The king determined to feize the cul- 


prits; and iſſued his orders for that pur- 
poſe; this I foreſaw, and confeſs, my 
reſpe& for the inemory of my late 


friend, would not ſuffer me to leave 


them in ignorance of theſe proceed- 
ings. They took refuge in flight, and 
abandoned their families with a pre- 
cipitancy that confirms their guilt. 
Their wives appear to be innocent, 
yet are not the leſs to be pitied; for 
this affair Was no ſooner publicly 
known, than a multitude of creditors 
fell upon them. The fugitives were 
ol „„ immerſed 


( 235 ) 


immerſed in debt, conſequently, their 
Wives and children are cue to 
beggary. _ - oy ivtdo e 
There only require ſome e 
to annul the verdi& pronounced againſt 
you, ; and the king being himſelf the 
ſolicitor, every thing will very ſoon be 
expedited. I could not wait till then 
to inform you of ſo unexpected an 
occurrence, and to congratulate you on 
the reſtoration of your fortune: I mif- 
take, it is to the pup ny congratula- | 
tions are dne 7 i nt Sto 
My wife only; waits: nir delivery to 
ſet out; and I believe I muſt have an 
order from our beloved parent to induce 
her to poſtpone her journey till ſhe is 
properly recovered; ſo great is nee 
* to ſee and e . 
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| TED, my dear Conn 1 am leſs 
rejoiced at the recovery of my for- 
tune, than grieved at the death of the 
poor woman, whom the Lord choſe. a8 
his inſtrument to bring it to paſs. Her 
children ſhall be mine, if you pleaſe; 1 
God in mercy has given them to re- 
place thoſe I have loſt. I. ſhall alſo 
add thoſe of my unhappy. couſins, 
whom 1 think myſelf charged by Pro- 
vidence to protect; now threefold my 
neighbours; as they are poor, as they 
are relations, and as the children of 
thoſe who ſought to do me wrong. O 
my heart 1s too ſmall to contain the 
exceſs of joy I feel, at the idea of con- 
ferring happineſs on fo many. I beg 
of you inſtantly, upon the receipt of 
this, to viſit the wives of the two un- 
fortunate 1 aſſure them from me, 
tbey 


# 


60337 


they ſhall want for nothing, that J will 
_ ſupport my couſins wherever they may 


V. 


be, that Oh! tell them all chat cha- | 


rity can ſuggeſt. 


e 6+ 


I can write you but theſe ow lines, 


becauſe will not detain your meſſenger, 


| and beſides I am intoxicated with bliſs. 


This would grieve me, inaſmuch : as it 


might announce an attachment to the 


good things of this life; but my heart 


does not e me on that ſcore : it 


regards them as dirt, and ſets no. higher 
value upon them than according to the 


uſe to which I appropriate them. O. 


how many wretched beings [ can now 


conſole. 3 
oy, J 


3 _ aher, to the Com 15 


$i ſays very true, that 7 og TT ini 
.. cated with joy: ſhe, beholds nothing 


but theſe poor children ſnatched from 


miſery, 
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miſery; and a bad education; their 
unfortunate mothers paſſing from 4 
ſtate of deſpair, to one of greater 
tranquillity; and when ſhe wrote her 

ſcrap of a letter, it was in the thought 
that your courier was to fet off again 
immediately, without conſidering the 
hour, and his want of reſt. il How 
gladiy would ſhe purchaſe wings at 
any price to faſten to his heels, that he 
might haſten back with the conſolation 
ſhe entreats you will beſtow on theſe 
two deſolated families. 5 
As for me who have contrived to 
preſerve a ſmall portion of ſang-froid, i 
1 have ſent the man to bed, and he is 
the only one in the houſe at preſent i in 
that tuation; ; I may ſoon ſay in the 
village: our people in the tranſports 


of their joy, have awakened all our 


neighbours to declare the happy tidings 
| hin ſpread like fire from houſe to 
houſe. All the inhabitants, ſome dreſf- 
ed, ome undreſſed, come running to 
b% : our 
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our r houſe. They embrace one another; | 
and our. old. curate, his night- cap i in his 
hand, (for he had forgot to put on his 
hat, ) has ſo unmercifully ſcrubbed my 
chin with his grey beard, that it will 
feel the effects of it for àa month to 
come. His vicar contented himſelf 
with kiſſing my hand ten times. One 
would think they had each gained a 
law-ſuit. I leave them to make merry 
in the hall with my daughters, while I 
haſten to write to you; for the Mar- 
chioneſs would ſoon . clip thort my 
letter were 22 to. F it till the 
morrow. _ 520 
i Vour meſſenger paſſed through e 
= know. not if by your order, and pro- 
2 claimed there, that the Marchioneſs 
was re-eſtabliſhed in her rights. While 
he was drinking a cup of wine, he 
painted the effuſions of joy in our former 
vaſſals, in ſo lively and affecting a man- 
ner, as gratified us beyond expreſſion. 
2 can. RT readily conceive it by the 0 
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1 they expreſſed at our departure, ; 


rather by howlings than cries: They 


paſſed the night round the caſtle, that 
they might not miſs us in the morning; 
the mothers carrying the young children, 
and weeping over them, becauſe, they 


faid, they were going to loſe their 


common parent. Mafirilli, to diſperſe 


the crowd that was gathered about the 


coach, threw amongſt them a hundred 
franks, in pieces of twelve ſous, but they 


would not deign to pick them up; and 
the poor creatures yielded only at length 


to my remonſtranees, who Tepreſented 


to them, that their grief increaſed that 


of the Marchioneſs. | 
Vour courier told us we might expe 


the village magiſtrates almoſt hourly, 
whom they inſtantly Ae to come 


and compliment us. N 

The law-ſuit between Nee and 
my daughter, is at laſt happily termi- 
nated. He had the coffer brought in 
where he had locked up her plate, and 


792 — a 
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tain to het "Maschionels.. | Ob- 
— that on his arrival, he 
queſted us to keep this cheſt, till he 
had ſettled ſome buſineſs at Paris, 
adding, that he would take it away 
with him on his return; which return 
you may imagine 'he did not put in 


his power to accompliſh. In vain my 
daughter refuſed accepting it, the could 


not reſiſt his importunities; it was, he 


ſaid, a marriage preſent her ſiſter 


Henrietta took the liberty of offering. 
; * inſtantly acquitted herſelf, and 
chooſing from among her diamonds 
whats was moſt valuable, and would 
beſt ſuit her fiſter, ſhe decked her out 


with them on the ſpot, which, together 


with her night-cap and diſhabille, 
formed the moſt comic effect imagina- 
ble. She likewiſe put on Hortenſia's 


| guger u very ſme and valuable ring, 
which this laſt received without the 


laut emotion of joy. You will ſup- 
r poſe 
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poſe the compariſon ſhe made between | 
| this. jewel and thoſe of Henrietta, 
diminiſhed its value; not ſo; I, Who 

poſſeſs the key of her ſoul, know pre 

ciſely the painful ſenſation that ſuſ- 
f pended her gratitude. She had nothing 
to beſtow, while her ſiſter made a pre- 
ſent, or rather it was made, in her 
name: now the little creature loves 
vallly to give, but not to receive; ſhe 
is the moſt generous girl I ever knew; 
even to exceſs ; judge then of her 
ſituation. As nobody ſeemed to be in a 
hurry to ſleep, we condemned Maftrilli 
to relate how he ſet about. becoming 
an Armenian. Ke confeſſed: that he 
| had only the honour of playing a part 
in a comedy of which his banker ,was 
the, author. He communicated to him 
his deſign, having ſome draughts upon 
his houſe, and he lent him one of his 
clerks to perſonate his ſon, which he 
Wa to e. 4 bs 
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As we expreſſed our amazement 
that he could hope to find, in the courſe 
of a month, ſo conſiderable a ſum as 
what the banker had given draugbts 
for, he told us; that for this he was in- 
debted to the avarice of his tutor. 


Being left an orphan from the age of 
fix years, the good man, to whom his 


parents confided him, let him want 
almoſt every thing in his infancy, that 
the intereſt of his fortune might accu- 
mulate; and every year he depoſited 
the produce of his ®conomy in the 
banks of. Venice or Turin. | 

In the intention of offering his hand 
to the Marchioneſs, he diſpoſed of the 
funds he had in this laſt-mentioned 
place, and had left two hundred and 
fifty thouſand livres, which he had 


taken up in the hands of a friend, on 


whom he had drawn bills equal to 
thoſe in the banker's hands, which 
were to acquit each other. It is for- 

tunate this nobleman did not make 


choice 
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8 n of: Hortenfia, for, notwithfiand- : 
ing his immenſe wealth, he would have 
run the-rifk of dying in an hoſpital, 
| fince/ ſhe would not have been willing 
to moderate the diQutes of his noble 
foul. | Fl | Þ 
91 He vows he will not take back one 
Garthins of the fifteen. hundred louis 
the banker has already paid; and, to 
perpetutite the memory of this event, 
in ® place that has given birth to what 
is moſt perfect on earth, (I give you his 


own. words,) to perpetuate, 1 ſay, the 


memory of this bleſſed day in the 
village, he is determined to diſtribute 


this ſum in it. 
Hortenſia bighly chmmanils: this 


5 po ef the Marchioneſs, while one 


moment ſhe is telling him. he carries 
his liberality too far, the next enume- 
rates the various diſtreſſing anecdotes 
of our canton, in fo pathetic a manner, 
as would be: ſufficient to looſen the 
e gs of the greateſt miſer. I ſay 
5 not 


« mas 


| wake a. "TY but my delight wen 
forth in ſpite of me: for of what uſe 
is great wealth, unleſs applied to re- 
lieve the diſtreſſes of others? This con- 
verſation is carried on in the ſaloon, 
where we are all aſſembled together, 
helter Kelter, maſters, valets, peaſants ; 3 
all on a level, all ranks blended in one 
common felicity; O] it would form 
an excellent picture! Really, I forgot 
| the beſt part of it: in the midſt of our 
tranſports the Marchioneſs called to 

our minds that we were unmindful of 
the great Author of all, and, falling on 

her Re] ſet us the example of return- 
ing thanks and praiſes to the Almighty 
Giver of all good. At five o'clock in 
the morning Lobliged the whole com- 

pany to retire to bed, and I am now 
going to do the ſame, if not to ts at 

= leaſt to recruit my fpirits. 
Upon my word T have flept nine 
Hours without Waking once, which has 
not 8 | to me tbeſe ten N 
rr Ref N bs we 
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Wie have juſt rouſed your eoutier; who 
has amply made up for two ſleepleſs | 
| nights, and, as ſoon as he is refreſhed = 
with a good dinner, will ſet. off and 
travel all night. With ſome difficulty 
we brought the Marchioneſs to conſent 
to this arrangement, on account of the 
intenſe heat; but every quarter of an 
hour ſhe entreats him to uſe all poſſible 
expedition to get back to you: the 
counts the moments of diſtreſs that muſt 
intervene to her poor couſins, and her 
heart is oppreſſed with the idea. ö 
Our good people ſay we due 
brought midſummer back in the month 
of September; every houſe has bonfires 
before their doors, and, to complete the 
univerſal joy, the deputies from 
are arrived. Conceive what they did 
on approaching the Marchioneſs? They 
fell on their knees, and with loud ſobs 
kiſſed her robe, unable to utter a word, 
O how ardently I longed at that inſtant, 
for thoſe pre of the great world, 
| * who 


* N . ö 
Y 2 N 
r 


* 
. 7 £ y 
7 , 


who are ſo greedy of pleaſure, inceſſint- 
y ſeeking it every where, and purſuing 
it in vain let them come; and, by wit- 
neſſing out felicity, learn that it con- 
ſiſts in making thoſe around us happy. 
What melody, what coneerts, compara- 
rable to the ſweet ſounds of benedic- 
tions that are now reſounding in our ears? 
While we ſlept, Hortenſia and Hen- 
rietta yielded to this luxury of bliſs 
with all the enthuſiaſm of guileleſs 
youth; and are at this moment fo 
e wearied they can ſcarce ſet 
; : The cauſe is, they have not left i in 
45 village, or neighbouring hamlets, 
one lingle cottage that they have not 
viſited in company with the curate. 
They have made a” liſt of all their 
wants, and are now at Maſtrillis requeſt, 
diſpatching an expreſs to Sens, with a 
cart, and inventory two yards long, to 
| fetch from thence ſtuff, linen, mantua- 
makers, and HG to clothe ever) 
individual.” Ce a += 


They 


They look as if they had not a day 
to live, and ate as buſy, as if one mo- 


ment was to determine their eternal 
fate. Perhaps I ought to moderate 


their zeal, but have I courage to do it? 
Can I deprive them of the extatic ente 
tions they now experience? 
And I, ſaid the Marchion eſs, hall 
1 do nothing? O, Iam reſolved not to 
be the only idle perſon: I will marry 
fix poor girls, and each of my ſiſters 
mo do. the ſame ; and what! is ſingular, | 
it ſhall be at the expence of the Ari 
nian: in ſaying this, ſhe bad the great 
leather bag brought to her; a- propos, 


. 4 forgot my mother, there muſt be ſix 


young girls married in her. name: that 
will be four and twenty, marriages ; z 
twelve thouſand livres will Juſt 97 or 
buſineſs. 1 
I cannot. ſufficiently . thank you for 
a having favoured. the eſcape of the cri- 
minals;ʒ their. wives, doubtleſs, know - 
che place of their concealment: ſhould 


they 
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| PEN deere to declare it; the aſſiſt- 
ance my daughter deſigns for them, muſt | 
be adminiſtered through their hands. 
We muſt alfo . . . fold up your letter, 
ſays the Marchionefs, for our courier is 
mounted, and ready to depart. I will 
certainly not detain him one en 
1 Farewell. 17 PIT e DONA 
Here ends this correſpondence, or rather 
_ theſe are the 'only letters we have 
have been able to recover; for 
Madame du Montier lived ſome years 
_ after, and doubtleſs continued her 
good advice to the Counteſs. and her 
utter. 
I have not been able to We many 
* other particulars of this family: 
different occurrences obliged the 
Marchioneſs to repaſs the Alps, and 
reſide with the Counteſs, who quitted 
the court. While I was putting 
wen, 
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theſe letters in order, I received ſome 
very intereſting me 
many, where the laſt of Madame du 
Montier's daughters was married. 
This is the one ſhe calls Hortenſia. 'I 
could wiſn to give them to the public, 


noirs from Ger- 


becauſe ihey contam many uſeful 


e, but as everybody who is 
mentioned in them are fill living, I 
make it a rule never to publiſh any 
thing that may hurt or offend. But 
the public ſhall not loſe them; if I 
- » ſurvive theſe people, I promiſe. to 
bring them to light, if not they will 
be found at my deceaſe, with inſtruc- 
tions when they are to be publiſhed, 


— 


u Publibed,. 
By, HOOKHAM. 
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A DDREsS To A roNο Lab on HER Ex- 
N TRANCE io THE WorLD, 2 vol. vo, 85. 
„This is a very earneſt and judicious addreſs, from 
the governeſs of a young lady of rank, to her rn 
at the time when their connexion in this reſpect was 
about to ceaſe. The topics of it are, reading the ſerip- 
tures—the ſabhath truth content fortitude - pride, 
and the duties of children to parents; with ſome 
additional thoughts on patience. The religious 
and moral inſtructions here delivered, are pure, but 
not auſtere; the ſentiments are liberal, but unexcep- 
tionable; and the prudential leſſons ſnow much ac- 
quaintance with the world in general, and with the 
manners of the higher circles in particular. The 
whole is well adapted to its purpoſe declared to the 
| young pupil, namely, to add ſtability to your 
principles, to elevate your ſentiments, and to guard 
againſt. every ſeduction the purity of your heart.“ 
in, de 
Maria, or the VI cA RAR, 2 vol. 68. ſewed. 
In reviewing the productions of noveliſts, our duty 
to the public too frequently obliges us to employ the 
language of cenſure. The 80 relieves us from 
ſo irkſome a neceſſity, and we feel a pleaſure, in being 
able to commend without reſerve, merit of great 
and diſtinguiſhed excellence.—The whole A 8 
hiſtory is judiciouſly conducted; but the principal 
value which this novel receives, conſiſts in a large 
variety of excellent maxims, interwoven. with the 
parts of the ſtory. Theſe embrace the pureſt prin- 
Ciples of virtue and morals, and are graced with all 
the "faſcination of a language, nervous, animated, 
and correct. Britiſh Critic, : 


Joan, 
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_Joax, a n. 4 vol. I 


cipitatix ac into 
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wards her, 
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ſtrength and fe 
ferved, and with aN 1 vil. and high com- 
mendation, we prefent the . Th oan with 
her innocence, het rectitude, and her OITOWS, as a 


fit companion for the town drawing-room, or a gar- 
den alcove. Monthly Mirror. 1 * 


Husar b Sv A, a Romance 0 of the 
ä Mary Robiaſon, 3128. 
| APPHO AND PHAON; in a ſeries gina 
Sonnets; with Thoughts on poetical ab; and 
8 of the Grecian, by the — Au- 
thor, 78. 0d. boards. | 

"AxGELINA, a Novel, in 3 vols, by the ſame Au- 
thor, Second edition, 138. 6d. 714 

Taz Wivow, or a Raben of — gl 
Times, A wore, in 2 vols, wy" the fame Au- 
thor, (s. 

Tux S101 LIAN Lovun, a Tragedy, by the ſame 
Author, 5s. | 
SAaviitlLon's ELEGIES, or Poars,” written by 
4 Gentleman, A. B. late of the Vniverlity of Cam- 
N 6d. boards. | 

Taz Vis1T rok a WEE, or Hints on the In- 
FROVEMENT of TI ME, containin Ry inal Tales, 
Anecdotes from Nature, and moral Hiſtory, &. De- 
n for the Amuſement of Yauth, 36 Gd. 
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